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20-year review shows 90% of disasters are weather-related; US, China, India, Philippines and
Indonesia record the most 208 RuAE Al 90%7F ENA-OE; v=, T, s, e,
AEHA o} H1E /1 S395E RfFT Yok,

1995-2015

23 November 2015, GENEVA — A new report issued today by the UN, “The Human Cost of Weather
Related Disasters”, shows that over the last twenty years, 90% of major disasters have been caused by
6,457 recorded floods, storms, heatwaves, droughts and other weather-related events.
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The five countries hit by the highest number of disasters are the United States (472), China (441), India
(288), Philippines (274), and Indonesia, (163).
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The report and analysis compiled by the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and the
Belgian-based Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) demonstrates that since the
first Climate Change Conference (COP1) in 1995, 606,000 lives have been lost and 4.1 billion people have
been injured, left homeless or in need of emergency assistance as a result of weather-related disasters.
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The report also highlights data gaps, noting that economic losses from weather-related disasters are much
higher than the recorded figure of US$1.891 trillion, which accounts for 71% of all losses attributed to
natural hazards over the twenty-year period. Only 35% of records include information about economic
losses. UNISDR estimates that the true figure on disaster losses — including earthquakes and tsunamis — is
between US$250 billion and US$300 billion annually.
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Introducing the report, Ms. Margareta Wahlstrém, head of UNISDR, said: "Weather and climate are major
drivers of disaster risk and this report demonstrates that the world is paying a high price in lives lost.
Economic losses are a major development challenge for many least developed countries battling climate
change and poverty.
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“In the long term, an agreement in Paris at COP21 on reducing greenhouse gas emissions will be a
significant contribution to reducing damage and loss from disasters which are partly driven by a warming
globe and rising sea levels. For now, there is a need to reduce existing levels of risk and avoid creating
new risk by ensuring that public and private investments are risk-informed and do not increase the
exposure of people and economic assets to natural hazards on flood plains, vulnerable low-lying
coastlines or other locations unsuited for human settlement.”
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Ms. Wahlstrom said that the development year had started this March with the adoption of the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year package endorsed by the UN General Assembly, which
sets out clear targets for a substantial reduction in disaster losses, including mortality, numbers of people
affected, economic losses and damage to critical infrastructure including schools and hospitals.
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Professor Debarati Guha-Sapir, head of CRED, said: “Climate change, climate variability and weather events
are a threat to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals' overall target of eliminating poverty. We
need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and tackle other risk drivers such as unplanned urban
development, environmental degradation and gaps in early warnings. This all requires ensuring people are
risk informed and strengthening institutions which manage disaster risk.”
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KEY DETAILS FROM THE REPORT B A A FALRE
Asia accounts for the lion's share of disaster impacts including 332,000 deaths and 3.7 billion people affected.
The death toll in Asia included 138,000 deaths caused by Cyclone Nargis which struck Myanmar in 2008.
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In total, an average of 335 weather-related disasters were recorded per year between 2005 and 2014, an
increase of 14% from 1995-2004, and almost twice the level recorded during 1985-1995.
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The extent of the toll taken by disasters on society is revealed by other statistics from CRED’s Emergency
Events Data Base, or EM-DAT: 87 million homes were damaged or destroyed over the period of the survey.
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Floods accounted for 47% of all weather-related disasters from 1995-2015, affecting 2.3 billion people and
killing 157,000. Storms were the deadliest type of weather-related disaster, accounting for 242,000 deaths
or 40% of the global weather-related deaths, with 89% of these deaths occurring in lower-income countries.
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Overall, heatwaves accounted for 148,000 of the 164,000 lives lost due to extreme temperatures. 92% of
heatwave deaths occurred in high-income countries, with Europe accounting for 90%.
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Drought affects Africa more than any other continent, with EM-DAT recoding 136 events there between
1995 and 2015, including 77 droughts in East Africa alone. The report recommends that there needs to
be improved data collection on indirect deaths from drought.
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Date: 23 Nov 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



(From left) SRSG Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, Mr. Masayuki Hayashi from Toyama Prefectural government,
and Mr. Mitsuo Fukuda from Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport in the area of the main
Shiraiwa Sabo Dam in Tateyama Sabo Facilities. (Photo: UNISDR) By Yuki Matsuoka
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KOBE, 16 November 2015 - Tokyo The world's first hybrid dam, combining both earth and concrete, is
also earthquake proof and protects millions of people living on Japan’'s vulnerable Toyoma plain from a
repetition of a major disaster which occurred there in the mid-19th century.
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In April 1858, due to a major earthquake, the mountain in the Tateyama Caldera collapsed and formed a
natural dam but outbreaks caused deadly debris flows on to the Toyama plain below.
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The risk remains in the form of 200 million m® of unstable sediment in the Caldera. The fragile Tateyama
Caldera also holds the headwaters of the Joganji River which is one of the steepest rivers in Japan. This
situation creates huge risks to the people living in the Toyama plain.

Ad2 ZHgel 29ne EAAT HAE FHE okt FUAY] A& BEHO ZHgs =3 dE29
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The main bulwark against a future disaster is the Shiraiwa Sabo Dam. Sabo dams are built in the
upstream areas of mountain streams where they suppress the production and flow of sediment. Those
built at the exits of valleys work as a direct barrier to any debris flow that might occur.
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On a recent visit to the Tateyama Sabo facilities for the prevention of soil erosion in Toyama Prefecture,
the head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, Margareta Wahlstrom, said: “This is one of the
longest running disaster risk reduction projects in the world going back at least as far as 1906 when the
local government started the initial work. It is a good example of how we can live with nature even if it
is threatening and manage risk in an environmentally sensitive way.”
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Standing in the area of the main Shiraiwa Sabo Dam, Ms. Wahlstrom said: “The Tateyama Sabo facilities
are a good illustration of the concept of disaster risk management as knowledge for life which is the
theme of this year's International Day for Disaster Reduction. This long-standing efforts in Toyama
Prefecture for living with nature can be regarded as a good example of knowledge for life".
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The Shiraiwa Sabo Dam, planned by Dr. Masao Okagai who is known as “Father of Sabo”, is a the
world’s first hybrid Sabo dam that combines concrete and earthen features — mostly covered with
greenery — with a checkboard frame and dykes to induct water to the bedrock.
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The work of Tateyama Sabo facilities continues, as there is still a lot of earth and sand in an unstable
condition in the Tateyama Caldera. In addition to these hard measures like Sabo technologies, it is
important to obtain specific information quickly when an earthquake or a landslide occurs, as well as to
provide information such as image data from the site. Information bases by utilizing optical fiber cables
or monitor cameras are being set up for preparedness purpose.
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Date: 16 Nov 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Hyogo Liaison Office (UNISDR Hyogo)



The volcano that changed the course of disa
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The eruption of Nevado del Ruiz volcano devastated the town of Armero, Colombia. (Photo: N. Banks via
USGS) E&Hlo} ol2W i E 2ESAZ YulEd Fol= slih=d

13 November 2015, GENEVA — The head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Margareta
Wahlstrom, today described the eruption of the Nevado del Ruiz volcano which claimed 25,000 lives in
Colombia on November 13, 1985, as “a major turning point in the history of disaster risk management.”
Aldlvk, 2015.11.13. - UNISDRtiE mhrbelel € 2ES4 & 1985.11.13. 25,0007 -2 otopzt vnt=d £ol= 34k
S AP A Fo Aozt BASEAH.

In a statement to mark the 30th anniversary, Ms. Wahlstrom said: “The tragic failure to evacuate the
towns of Armero, Chinchina and surrounding villages despite multiple warnings of volcanic activity led to
an enormous loss of life and our sympathies today lie with the survivors and those families who lost
loved ones in the terrible events that ensued from the eruption.
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"This catastrophe marked a turning point in Colombia and saw the introduction in 1989 of the National
System for the Prevention of Disasters which represented an ambitious reform of disaster risk
management in Colombia because the new policy not only embraced improved disaster management but
also disaster risk reduction as a policy goal.

“o] QY FFHlotell MEHS FHL, MEL AL D AsidEEnt okt A ERE Aol d A 7HA
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"It introduced an innovative systems approach to risk governance: integrated horizontally across
government ministries and departments, vertically across regional and local governments and with specified
roles for scientific and technical institutions, the Red Cross and other non-governmental organizations.
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“This is a model that is still valid today as we encourage Member States of the UN to implement the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction adopted in March this year which emphasises the
importance of a paradigm shift from disaster management to disaster risk management in an era when
extreme weather events are on the rise and economic losses from disasters are escalating.
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“The lesson from Colombia is that we need governments to take responsibility for early warnings and
other elements of disaster risk management and to avoid the creation of risk in their planning and
development activity if we are to succeed in getting substantial reductions in mortality, the numbers of
people affected and economic losses from disasters.”
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Date: 13 Nov 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)
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New private sector alliance gets down to business AME2L NIREZAFAZE Lol 231t

Delegates at the launch of the UNISDR Private Sector Alliance for Disaster Resilient Societies (Photo:
UNISDR) Ajafioll 723k AL3]S 943 UNISDROZFFEEAZ A 2o fxdE By Jonathan Fowler

LONDON, 6 November 2015 - The new UNISDR Private Sector Alliance for Disaster Resilient Societies, or
ARISE, got to work today as members set out their ambition to help the business world rein in the
impact of natural and man-made hazards.
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ARISE's freshly-elected board co-chair Mr. Oz Ozturk said its members — 100 to date, and growing --
aimed to play a key role in implementing the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a
wide-ranging, 15-year agreement adopted by the international community in March this year.
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"There's a real focus on programmatic outcomes. People really want to see projects being delivered, that
are creating value both for the private and public sector,” said Mr. Ozturk, a partner at global consultancy
PwC. “That's how you're going to get more engagement, more advocacy. The wonderful thing is, there’s a
reason why we have so many new members. They see value in this, and they want to play a role in it
and an active role. People understand that there's a business case for this,” he added.
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ARISE's two-day founding meeting, which began on Thursday, drew dozens of delegates from companies,
industry and business bodies, and research organizations from across the world. The alliance plans to set
up regional and national chapters in order to drive action on the ground.
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"From now on, if we want to move to the implementation phase, regional and local action is key,” said ARISE
board member Ms. Sandra Wu, Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer of Japan-based Kokusai Kogyo Co., Ltd.
“AFHEH 27t AHEAZ Wi aldnd Ao 3 A Sgo] gtk 2kl A aFARe] Zal(F)
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ARISE combines and consolidates two previous UNISDR programmes: the Private Sector Partnership, which
was the main advocacy group highlighting solutions for resilience and disaster risk-sensitive investment,
and the RISE initiative, mainly oriented towards projects on making investment more resilient.
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The Sendai Framework has seven targets. The first four hinge on substantial reductions in global disaster
mortality, the number of people affected, economic losses, and damage to critical infrastructure. The
remaining three seek an increase in the number of countries with national and local disaster risk
reduction strategies by 2020, strengthened international cooperation for developing countries, and access
to multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk information and assessments.
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“These targets are not individual, standalone targets,” said Ms. Margareta Wahlstrém, Special Representative
of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and head of UNISDR, who chairs ARISE.
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"Everything you do in one area will contribute to the other targets. They are all absolutely interdependent,”
she told the ARISE delegates. “We delivered Sendai, and now it's the beginning of the next step.”
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She called for a concerted effort to expand ARISE's membership to bring in industries that are not
currently part of it, notably oil, banking, telecommunications and the private media.
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UNISDR has been developing its ties with the private sector apace over the past five years, in line with the
lead given by the wider United Nations, which in 2000 set up the Global Compact to encourage sustainable
and socially responsible policies by grouping businesses that meet certain criteria in those areas.
UNISDR-2 UN Global Compact(UN# 719 2t §8-& 53l UNo] F3lsta & ASHgddo 7IdEe &%
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The Sendai Framework focuses strongly on ensuring action by governments, local authorities and a range
of players in communities. The latter include businesses, whose resilience is critical when it comes to
limiting the impact of hazards, whether they provide a small-scale employment or are multinationals
whose disrupted supply chains can cause global havoc - the auto industry, notably, was affected
internationally when severe floods struck plants in Thailand in 2011.
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Economic losses in disasters are expected to increase from US$260 billion in 2015 to US$414 billion by
2030. Trillions of dollars of new private investment across all sectors are expected to pour into
hazard-prone areas by 2030, dramatically increasing the value of assets at risk. How disaster risk is
factored into, and managed in, capital investments, supply chains and operations in general will have a
decisive influence on whether risk can be reduced and the targets of the Sendai Framework achieved.
A2 A7F AAA &4 20159 2,600 A 2030 = 41409 2R FU1d AR qdET. Be
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ARISE aims to facilitate exchange of experience and knowledge on how to implement projects in seven
areas: disaster risk management strategies, investment metrics, benchmarking and standards, education
and training, legal and regulatory, urban risk reduction and resilience, and insurance.
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Besides Ms. Wahlstrom, Mr. Ozturk and Ms. Wu, ARISE's board also comprises vice-chair Mr. Carlo Papa
of Italian utilities group ENEL, Mark Cooper of US retail giant Walmart, Philippe Derieux of French-based
insurer AXA Group, Princess Abze Djigma of Mali-based AbzeSolar, Eduardo Martinez of the UPS
Foundation, Graeme Newton of consultancy Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Ltd. Aris Papadopoulos, former
chief of construction materials group Titan America, Hans Sy of Philippines shopping mall group SM
Prime, and Peter Williams of IBM.
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Date: 6 Nov 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Singapore and UNISDR launch Sendai partnership %7} 29} UNISDR Alt}o] 5HtAdA S A2t}

Mr Sanjaya Bhatia, Head, UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute
(GETI), speaking to participants about the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. (Photo: UNISDR)
Aol A A @A HE A thste] A3t A= UNISDR-GETI th3 4babof whE] of

GENEVA, 4 November 2015 - Singapore and the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR) have teamed up to strengthen the disaster risk management capacity of Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) and other countries that are on the front line of climate change.
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A first joint specialised training course in Singapore provided practical support for the implementation of
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction in several countries and territories, including Fiji,
Mauritius, China, Panama, Pakistan, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Trinidad and Tobago, India, Sudan,
Zimbabwe, and Palestine.
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Representatives from Singapore and UNISDR shared their expertise on early warning systems, hazard and
vulnerability assessment, emergency preparedness plans, resilient public health systems, climate change
adaptation and mitigation measures, and sustainable urban planning.
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The course focused on mainstreaming disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation and mitigation
into national sectoral strategies and programmes as well as the development of actions plans to support this.
O RS =7F Zokd A= W 2O ApE gle A, 71 A4S 2 HL4s, F5AE
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Mr Rajarm Luximon, Environment Officer from the Mauritius Ministry of Environment, Sustainable
Development, Disaster and Beach Management, said the training would strengthen their implementation of
the Sendai Framework.
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“We've read about the Sendai Framework and the four priorities. But after reading, we were not sure
what to do. This course showed how the (Sendai Framework’s) priorities should link up, and how we
need to identify and understand the gaps, then go into specific action plans and objectives,” he said.
"¢l Agoeld@da 471 A giE) eidsun 2Ey gl F e TS sloF €4 Flst
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Ms Arlini Timal, Training and Education Specialist from the Trinidad and Tobago Office of Disaster
Preparedness and Management, agreed: “The course was very insightful. We are trying to upgrade our
disaster risk reduction policy, and it was useful to find out about the many tools that we can use.”
EfUzteEnts A Abdtil d g A AS5EEAE7E dely HEX s ‘o] FAAAE FEH dUF
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The Head of UNISDR's Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute (GETI) Mr
Sanjaya Bhatia, said the objective was to provide practical guidance and share actual experience. “The 28
participants from the various countries are now in a position to implement and integrate disaster risk
reduction and climate change actions into their development policies,” he said.
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The initiative was first announced by Singapore's then Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Law
Mr. K. Shanmugam and the head of UNISDR Ms Margareta Wahlstrom during the Third UN World
Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction in March 2015. It is set to continue in line with the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.
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The course was conducted under the Singapore Cooperation Programme (SCP), which is the primary
platform through which Singapore extends technical assistance to over 170 countries.
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The initiative is in addition to the dedicated technical assistance for SIDS that Singapore announced at
the Third International Conference on SIDS held in Samoa from 1-4 September 2014. This package
provides customised training in disaster management, sustainable development and non-traditional
security.
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Date: 4 Nov 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



War-torn Yemen expects cyclone Chapala AR o= I oul, Alo]EE x&e}t o

A view of Cyclone Chapala from the International Space Station October on 31, 2015. (Photo: Scott Kelly/ EPA)
2015.10.31. =A-¢-FZAZNA B2 Aol 28 A2t dA

CAIRO, 2 November 2015 - A rare powerful tropical cyclone Chapala in the Indian Ocean is heading
towards Arabian Peninsula southern costs of Oman and Yemen. It is expected to make a land fall on
eastern provinces of Hadramout and Shabwa in war-torn Yemen early Tuesday. The storm reached
category 4 during the weekend.
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On Sunday, the cyclone killed at least two people in Socotra island of Yemen, located in the Indian
Ocean 340 km from Yemen, as reported by Al Jazeera. Dozens of homes were also damaged and
destroyed on the island.
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The US Joint Typhoon Warning Centre (JTWC) reports that Chapala is expected to make landfall at about
06:00 GMT on Tuesday morning.
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The JTWC reported that the storm system was tracking a path that would take it close to the Yemeni
port city of Mukalla, which has a population of about 300,000 people.
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The sea was very rough with maximum wave height of 10 metres, heavy rains and very strong wind up
to 170 km/hr. According to Oman Meteorology, latest satellite images indicate that the Tropical Storm
Chapala is centered about 450 km away from the coastal areas of Omani governorate of Dhofar. The
surface wind speed around the center has decreased to 83-93 knots (150 to168 Km/h).
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The Omani and Yemini governments have issued warnings and urged residents to evacuate coastal areas
as cyclone Chapala approaches. The Public Authority for Civil Aviation in Oman has advised the public to
take necessary precaution and to stay away from low lying areas and to avoiding crossing wadis. The
Authority also advised the fishermen and other sea-users to avoid putting to sea and to follow latest and
updated bulletins from the National Multi Hazard Early Warning Centre of Oman.
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Chapala originated in the Indian Ocean on Wednesday, October 28, and rapidly intensified during the
following days reaching category 4, becoming the strongest tropical cyclone of the Indian Ocean. The
storm had the potential to bring three or four times the average yearly rain in just a day or two over
parts of eastern Yemen and southwest Oman, the Weather Chanel informed.
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Tropical cyclones in this part of the world are extremely rare and only a few have hit the Arabian
Peninsula since reliable records started, according to Nasa Earth Observatory. The last cyclonic storm to
strike the coastlines of Oman and Yemen was Keila in 2011, which resulted in widespread floods and 14
fatalities.
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Previously, in 2008, a rare tropical cyclone brought devastating flooding to Yemen and killed at least 100
people. 20,000 others were displaced in the south of the country and over 50% of the total population in
the affected areas had their livelihoods destroyed or significantly affected, mainly in Wadi Hadramout. In
2007, cyclone Gonu inflicted more than 50 deaths on Oman.
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Date: 2 Nov 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Arab States (UNISDR ROAS)
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Resilience two meters above sea-level ST 2m A

A strong tradition of self-help underplns disaster risk management in Tokelau. (Photo: Australia
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) By Andy McElroy
222 Fe AT AFE ERAGS(GHE Y SamoaA = B 4E A1) A dHEE AL

SUVA, 30 October 2015 - Building local disaster resilience is a matter of survival for the people of
Tokelau, whose sole link to the rest of the world is a fortnightly boat service that takes 24 hours to their
nearest neighbor, Samoa.
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The Pacific Territory faces a combined challenge of two extremes: isolation as well as high exposure to
disaster and climate risk. Yet, the population of 1,500 people, which lives on three coral atolls, has
developed a strong tradition of self-help that underpins an impressive approach to risk management in
such trying circumstances.
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Ms Jewel Tuitama, a Project Officer of the Department of Economic Development, Natural Resources and
Environment who is also responsible for coordinating the Community Disaster Climate Reduction
Management initiative, said that traditional knowledge is a cornerstone of the Territory's resilience.
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“Tokelau's national system and governance very much relies on the Councils of Elders (Taupulega) at the
village level who are also represented in the General Fono which is the governing body for the nation,”
Ms Tuitama said.
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“They make sure that traditional knowledge and the current community managed structures are well
incorporated into the concept of disaster risk reduction. Because of Tokelau's limited resources and isolation,
the emergency management committees and procedures are only activated during times of disaster.”
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Ms Tuitama recounted several previous cyclones that had had major impacts on the Territory, including
Cyclone Ofa (1990), Percy (2005), Evan (2012), and Pam (2015): “Tokelau remains exposed to strong winds
and heavy rainfall. Additionally, strong storm surges sometimes make their way from the ocean side into
the lagoons destroying various infrastructure and households.
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“Cyclones really have an impact and we continually have to learn how to cope. For a Territory of our
size, just one death represents a major disaster.”
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Ms Tuitama who was attending this week’s Pacific Disaster Resilience Meeting, said the Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year global blueprint to substantially reduce disaster losses and risk
adopted earlier this year, should be adapted to the regional context in order to be successful.
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“All countries and territories in the Pacific are unique in population size, economic situations, geographic
locations, structures and such like. The region should address disaster risk reduction from a more country and
territory specific approach to enable each to contribute effectively to the Sendai Framework,” she said.
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Tokelau's three atolls of Atafu, Nukunonu and Fakaofo sit a maximum of two meters above the high
water level of ordinary tides making them very exposed to a rise in sea level. Lying north of Samoa,
Tokelau has a combined land area of just 12 square kilometers.
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Date: 30 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



Pacific urged to lead against complacency B kx|, FARQIY S HEStY Uiy 2 st

More than 200 senior representatives are examining how to implement the Sendai Framework in the
Pacific (Photo: UNISDR) By Andy McEiroy
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SUVA, 26 October 2015 — The Pacific region today was urged to use its respected voice on the global
stage to rally against complacency over the mounting level of disaster and climate related risk.

uk, 20151026, - BHFA G FksHE A - /1 FRA Aol FAUNY S HESE AATRAA A
TaPE WE st

The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction, Ms. Margareta
Wahlstréom, said the Pacific needed to maintain the influence “that has contributed to the significant
progress of the global community made over the past 10 years” in disaster risk reduction.
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"You have gained an extremely strong voice in the international community and you need to continue to use that
so the world maintains its sense of urgency and focus. Complacency is the worst enemy,” Ms. Wahlstrém said.
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She was speaking at the opening of the 2015 Pacific Regional Disaster Resilience Meeting. The gathering
of more than 200 senior representatives from various national and local government sectors as well as
civil society, the private sector, academia, and development organizations is examining how to implement
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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Ms. Wahlstrom said the Pacific's track record of building disaster resilience over the last decade is an
inspiration to other regions as they embark on implementing the Sendai Framework, a 15-year global
blueprint to substantially reduce disaster losses and risk, adopted this year at the UN World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction in Japan.
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“To mention just a few of your successes, there are now 14 Pacific nations with national action plans for
DRR, of which half integrate disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation, namely, in ‘Joint
National Action Plans’,” Ms. Wahlstrom said.

“oE ] AEe 2 A AFITE, 4 E ATV A dd B 715asA s 5 37
AFAAFsALYS 7HAA e AYUT” 1 2 o,

“Fourteen Pacific nations have completed Tsunami National Capacity Assessments. Fifteen National Risk
Profiles have been completed under the Pacific Catastrophe Risk Assessment and Financing Initiative.
These provide disaster risk modelling and assessment tools to better understand, model, and assess each
country's exposure to natural disasters.”

‘147 BB =7t 2uUv=7igERrie S4ASsUn 157 STk d 22 Ee] BRE S AGHAEH I %
A gt S HJFUT ol AES 7 71 AAAS =S ok & oldfsta €S 7 BUle]
o A gD Frt=TE AedUe”



Fiji's Acting Permanent Secretary for Rural and Maritime Development and National Disaster Management,
Mr. Setareki Tale, said the Pacific needed to do even more because “climate change is now the new normal”.
"It will mean extreme intensities and high frequencies of hydro-meteorological hazards. A step up in
response and risk reduction is inevitable for survival if we are to manage the changing face of these
calamities,” Mr.Tale said.
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"For most, if not all, Pacific countries, the Sendai Framework will be another testing instrument for our
resolve to strengthen disaster risk reduction and how to effectively respond to disasters.”
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Mr. Tale said Fiji had taken a number of steps to strengthen disaster resilience this year, including: the
adoption of a Green Growth Framework policy; an increased budget for mitigation; and stronger
partnerships with local communities on a variety of initiatives.
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"We expect more partnerships in years to come. Our grassroots are neither ignorant nor oblivious as they
themselves have seen the impact of Mother Nature on their doorsteps. They are now planning and
working with Government for the benefit of a safer environment and sustainable future.”
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The 2015 Pacific Regional Disaster Resilience Meeting is organized by the UN Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNISDR). It kicks off a week-long series of forums related to the sustainable development
agenda, including the Pacific Humanitarian Partnership Meeting and the Regional Steering Committee for
the Building of Safety and Resilience in the Pacific.
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Date: 26 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Sub-Regional Office for the Pacific (UNISDR Pacific)



School and tourism safety are key priorities to rebuild a safer Nepal
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School sa_fety is a key priority in Nepal‘s recovery. (Photo: UNISDR)
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16 October 2015, GENEVA - Retrofitting all schools and better protecting tourist infrastructure are two
urgent priorities to rebuild a safer Nepal, according to a new report released today that evaluates the
damage caused by the twin earthquakes that hit the Kathmandu Valley on 25 April 2015, killing 8,800
people and destroying half a million houses and 50,000 classrooms.
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The report by World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Risk and Resilience highlights
prevention measures that saved lives during the earthquakes and recommends more investment in
public-private partnerships to reduce the future risk of disaster.
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The report notes that retrofitting buildings — bringing them up to seismic norms without reconstructing
them completely -- and using cement instead of mud mortar are two effective measures to protect
people from collapses which are a major cause of death during an earthquake.
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The report recommends the urgent retrofitting of the 75% of school structures that are unsafe in Nepal,
as well as the updating of building codes, which have existed in Nepal since 2003 but are not enforced.
Building codes have been mandatory in all of Nepal's municipalities since 2006, but only 26 of 191
municipalities had begun to implement them in 2015, the report said.
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Retrofitting buildings could create 20,000 jobs and provide income-earning opportunities for local people.
It will also permanently build skills to enable self-sufficient resilience efforts using safe building materials,
said the report, which identified construction as a major relevant sector to make Nepal more resilient.
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The report praises moves such as the Worldwide Initiative for Safe Schools, a government-led programme
that aims to ensure that children in seismic regions go to earthquake-safe schools and also recommends
including private schools, which are attended by 3.3 million students but not yet integrated in the
existing retrofitting programmes.
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Together with the construction sector, the report identifies the tourism industry as the second major
contributor to building a sustainable economy in Nepal. Tourism accounts for 8.6% of Nepal's GDP and
employs more than 700,000 people. The report says that the earthquakes caused US$780 million in
economic losses to the tourism industry, as seven out of the 10 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in the
Kathmandu Valley were damaged and popular trekking routes were insufficiently protected against
earthquake risk.
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The report recommends launching a major awareness campaign to encourage more people to visit Nepal
in the recovery phase, as well as calling for more investment in risk-sensitive measures to create a safe
trekking system and more resilient hotels, which were badly affected by the earthquake
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Among the measures proposed by the report, greater collaboration between the private and public sector
will be a determining factor for long-term sustainability. Better governance, less corruption and more
support to the transition process are also described as the foundations for resilience in Nepal.
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“We cannot rely on government action alone to prevent, protect and recover from disasters, we need an
all society approach to reduce disaster risk and a greater engagement of the private sector,” said
Margareta Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR, which promotes the implementation of the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year global plan adopted by the international community in March.
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The Sendai Framework seeks to bring about substantial decreases in disaster mortality and economic
losses and build global resilience to natural and man-made hazards.
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“Nepal’s future resilience to disasters can only be built through more effective partnerships between
business, governments and communities. Every major disaster creates an opportunity to build back better.
Nepal has that opportunity now to avoid future losses and reduce existing levels of risk,” said Barnaby
Willitts-King, Research Fellow at the Humanitarian Policy Group, who coordinated the study.
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Date: 16 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



Local knowledge reduces fire risk AA A2 o] AT S =21
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Trainee Bobby Robedeaux, of a fire fighting squad of the Pawnee, Ponca and Otoe tribes, traverses a
burned out hillside, looking for hotspots, in Hailey, Idaho, in 2013. (Photo: USDA/Lance Cheung)

By Andy McElroy
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INCHEON, Republic of Korea, 14 October 2015 - This year's International Day for Disaster Reduction
highlighted the power of traditional, indigenous and local knowledge to protect people and communities,
and the issue has been in the foreground at a conference of more than 3,000 officials and experts in fire
risk management.
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The head of UNISDR, Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, told the 6th International Wildland Fire Conference that
local communities consistently "have an authentic and contextual understanding of their environment, and
how to live with, and not against, nature.”
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“This is a familiar theme for many - if not all — of you at this Conference,” Ms. Wahlstrdm said in a
statement, as she expanded on this year's International Day for Disaster Reduction, which took place on
Tuesday.
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"Whether you work in forestry, human health, ecosystem management, climate and meteorology, or any
such sector related to wildland fire risk management, you will know from experience the value of
engaging with communities.
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“The knowledge of local communities is an ally to scientific knowledge. When combined effectively, the
two can form a powerful bedrock for disaster risk management.”
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Ms. Wahlstrdm's remarks were contained in a statement read out by the head of UNISDR's Office for
Northeast Asia and the Global Education and Training Institute, Mr. Sanjaya Bhatia, at the conference in
Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. Representatives from more than 80 countries were present.
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The Minister of the Korea Forest Service Dr. Shin Won-sop told the forum that there had been several
recent major wildland fire disasters, including the United States, China and Indonesia.
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“The outbreaks of large-scale wildland fires have become more frequent and damaging due to global
warming and urbanization. This is why international societies must join hands in combating and
preventing wildland fire,” Dr. Shin said.
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“Countless people and living creatures are losing their home and shelter due to wildland fires. Forest is
the future and hope for us all.”
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One of the innovations at the conference is the launch of a youth programme to nurture the next
generation of fire risk management practitioners and policymakers.
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"We set up a thesis presentation platform to encourage undergraduates and graduate students studying
fire to attend the conference as well as present their thesis on fire-related legacies, local communities
and a combined strategy to manage wildland fires, in order to foster talent in the area,” said Mr. Kim
Yong-kwan, Director-General of the International Affairs Bureau at the Korea Forest Service.
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Up to 90 percent of wildland fires are human induced. This provides a big opportunity for disaster risk
reduction practices to yield impressive results in terms of fewer losses.
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Wildland fires affect carbon storage, support to biodiversity, water sources and the resilience of soil and
land to degradation as well as climate regulation in tropical ecosystems. UNISDR's 2013 Global
Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction estimated global annual losses from fire as high as US$190
billion per year for tropical ecosystems alone.
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Date: 14 Oct 2015

Sources: UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



International Day for Disaster Reduction A AN
Celebrating Disaster Risk Reduction A @AzE 719

The International Day for Disaster Reduction is a day to celebrate how

people and communities are reducing their exposure to disasters and

raising awareness about the importance of DRR.
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The theme for 2015 will focus on the use of traditional, indigenous

and local knowledge.
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The Step Up initiative started in 2011 and will be focusing on a different group of partners every year
leading up to the World Conference for Disaster Reduction in 2015 - children and young People (2011),
women and girls (2012), people living with disabilities (2013), the ageing population (2014), and
traditional, indigenous and local knowledge (2015).
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The International Day for Disaster Reduction (IDDR) encourages every citizen and government to take part
in building more disaster resilient communities and nations.
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The International Day for Disaster Reduction started in 1989 with the approval by the United Nations
General Assembly. The UN General Assembly sees the IDDR as a way to promote a global culture of
disaster reduction, including disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness. Originally celebrated on the
second Wednesday of October (resolution 44/236, 22 December 1989), the UN General Assembly decided
to designate October 13th as the date to celebrate the IDDR (resolution 64/200, 21 December 2009).
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2015: Knowledge for Life s fgk A4
The focus of this year's International Day for Disaster Reduction is on
FOR LIFE 2|the traditional, indigenous and local knowledge which complement
#IDDR 2015 Smodern science and add to an individual's and societies’ resilience.
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2014: Resilience is for Life WA= Aotk
The world is ageing. This year's day will highlight the need for a more
inclusive approach for older people in disaster risk reduction and
13 October recognize the critical role they can play in resilience-building through
their experience and knowledge.
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2013: Living with Disability and Disasters 7ol A s
- Persons living with disabilities are among the most excluded in society,
and their plight is magnified when a disaster strikes. More often than
13 UCtnber not, their unique contribution to helping communities prepare for and
respond to disasters is also often overlooked.
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2012: Women and Girls: the [in]Visible Force of Resilience ©J/d: ¥=)e] & - 53 3
[ Women and girls are powerful agents of change. They have unique
UP Q knowledge and skills - crucial when addressing or managing disaster risks.
< They must participate in poverty reduction, climate change adaptation
and disaster risk reduction that will shape their future and those of their

families and communities.
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Py - 2011: Making Children and Young People Partners for Disaster Risk Reduction
AN olglol9} ol ANAAALY HEUE

my S ster Rk Riee Repeatedly portrayed as victims of disaster and climate change, children

and young people can and should be encouraged to participate in
disaster risk reduction and decision making.
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2010: My City is Getting Ready! T8 Ale EHlEY 7t ok

_ UNISDR is calling on its partners to play a more active role to protect

% = cities against disasters. Earthquakes in Haiti, Chile and New Zealand;
(hm“fﬂﬂhn- floods and heavy rainfalls in Pakistan, Eastern Europe, Mozambique;

P e — forest fires in Russia; and volcanic eruptions in Indonesia and Iceland -

" Cities have never been so at risk.
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2009: Hospitals Safe from Disasters A ZHE HAde - FH
Beyond their practical importance, hospitals and health facilities have a
unique value as symbols of public well-being. Making them safe from
disasters is essential. UNISDR, WHO and the World Bank, marked the
International Day by highlighting the campaign dedicated to Hospitals

. - Safe from Disasters.
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]2008: Disaster risk reduction is everybody's business

A A BZFe) dolth
' Governments, civil society, international financial institutions and the private
sector are urged to step up implementation of the Hyogo Framework.
- DRR is everybody's business. Only by investing in tangible risk reduction
~——~ measures can we reduce vulnerability and protect development.
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' 2007: Challenging the world's education authorities =21 Al Al xS F =
M Disaster risk reduction is about stronger building codes, sound land use
planning, better early warning systems, environmental management and
evacuation plans and, above all, education. It is about making
communities and individuals aware of their risk to natural hazards and
how they can reduce their vulnerability.
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2006: Disaster risk reduction begins at school
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T 2005: Microfinance and disaster risk reduction 4§ 9 AN FH
el i The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and more recently Hurricane Katrina in
| the United States and the earthquake in Pakistan and India demonstrated
- that the poor usually suffer most from disasters. Microcredit is a useful
d:sas!er tool for poverty reduction, but its potential to reduce the impact of
- disasters needs to be further explored.
2qAE2 HZEA 9 F&3F =7olu AEHe] e 9 AT
~.ojo} 3}
2004: Today's disasters for tomorrow's hazards
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—~_ After a disaster, government authorities, businesses, community groups
and individuals should all ask whether appropriate actions were taken to
save life and property. All should work together to improve the chain of
information and decision-making, so that their communities are better
prepared should hazards strike again.
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Ty e i e s s s e 1NIS theme reminds us, during the International Year of Freshwater, that
B ¥ Bthe task is not just to preserve water resources to sustain life, but also
‘to reduce the capacity of water to take life away. More than 90 per cent
W of all dlsasters occurring around the world today are related to water.
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2002: Sustainable mountain development A&7 4AF
No community is immune from the threat of natural disasters, but
mountain communities are particularly vulnerable. Poor land-use planning,
environmental mismanagement, the lack of regulatory mechanisms and
<ot other human activities increase the risk that a disaster will occur, and
peneen worsen their effects when they do.
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2001: Countering Disasters, Targeting Vulnerability A8 35, FHekd 24
Vulnerability is increasing. While no country is entirely safe, poorer
. |countries in particular lack the capacity to and prevent and prepare for
it a1 |disasters. With the urban population of developing countries having
| ‘reached more than 13 billion, people are forced to inhabit
disaster-prone areas such as flood plains and deforested lands.
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2000: Disaster Prevention, Education and Youth Ao, w82 AHd
It is important for future generations, as the leaders of tomorrow, to learn
about the long-term aspects of environmental protection and to provide
them with the necessary early education for a better understanding of both
gzmss::mgrmmm,mumlmn asi 'I'uulh Mlnatural hazards and the way to prevent their disastrous impact on soae’ues
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UN chooses eight communities as Champions of Disaster Risk Reduction
UN Al 47 Aoz 87 ANGF5AS AAsict

The community of East Sujonkathi, Bangladesh, was rec"ognised as a champion of disaster risk reduction
for its engagement of children in environmental protection and recovery efforts after Cyclone Sidr. (Photo:
UNISDR)
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13 October 2015, GENEVA - Eight communities living with the threat of floods, storms, earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions were today recognised as Champions of Disaster Risk Reduction by the UN Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR).
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The head of UNISDR, Margareta Wahlstrém, said: “Today we mark International Day for Disaster Reduction
by highlighting communities around the world that have demonstrated the ability to live with risk
through their local, traditional and indigenous knowledge.”
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"These communities in Bangladesh, Cameroon, Colombia, Italy, UK, Philippines, Sudan and Vanuatu are on
the front line of extreme weather and seismic events. They all have one other thing in common and that
is social cohesion which is vitally important in reducing disaster losses. Sustainable development and the
eradication of poverty are not possible without such efforts to manage disaster risk.”
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At an event in Geneva to mark International Day, the following communities were recognized as champions:
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Bangladesh — East Sujonkathi for its engagement of children in environmental protection and recovery
efforts after Cyclone Sidr;
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Cameroon - the residents of Nkolbikok, in the capital Yaoundé, for reducing the risk of floods and epidemics
by harnessing community volunteers to clear drainage ditches and create a rubbish-disposal system;
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Colombia — the indigenous people of Nasa, threatened by an active volcano and other hazards, for their
risk management and local development initiatives;
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Italy — the Italian Province of Potenza was recognized as a champion for its Network of Resilience among
100 municipalities cooperating on earthquake safety and other initiatives;
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UK - East Salford for multiple initiatives against the risk of flooding and for involving both youth and
older persons;
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Philippines — The Ifugao tribe for putting their traditional knowledge to work in protecting the
environment and the 2,000 year rice terraces of the Cordilleras, a UNESCO world heritage site;
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Sudan - the people of Tuti Island live in harmony with the river Nile and their traditional systems of
flood warnings have ensured little or no loss of life in major flood events;
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Vanuatu — the value of traditional cyclone shelters and other buildings proved their worth when the
archipelago was hit earlier this year by Category 5 Cyclone Pam.
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UNISDR also joined the French and the Philippines Missions in Geneva and the French Agency for
Development (AFD) for the official opening of Yann Arthus-Bertrand’s new exhibition of photographs:
"Sixty solutions against climate change”. The exhibition will run for one week, from the 13-20 October, on
the Passerelle of the Palais des Nations, the United Nations' office in Geneva.
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Date: 13 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



International Day Message from the Secretary-General A AN F AHFE W AA

In his message for tomorrow's International Day for Disaster Reduction, the Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, recalled his meeting with the President of Vanuatu, Solomon Lonsdale, at the Sendai World
Conference the same day that Cyclone Pam hit the country. (Photo: UNISDR)

FAAN B & wAA N AT W ER = AlThol Al A E] ool A 2 F Ae]E 8 ol FEHRE HbF
olFo] 3 H £EE ExdgM e s s AT

This year's observance of the International Day for Disaster Reduction is dedicated to the power of
traditional, indigenous and local knowledge.
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In March 2015 in Sendai, Japan, I met with the President of Vanuatu,

His Excellency Baldwin Lonsdale, at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction. On that very
day, his island nation was devastated by Cyclone Pam, one of the strongest storms ever to strike the Pacific.
2015. 34 Altho] UNAIAA S A A E7E] elol A U= vrol®: thed B2 E22tdAE sy vz
a2 vrolR e B SR G FET M AEdd ZF] sty AlEE FoE 945 A HASUH
The force of the storm led to expectations that there would be great loss of life. Thankfully, this was not the case.
One reason was that cyclone shelters built in the traditional style from local materials, saved many lives.
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Traditional and indigenous knowledge is the |nd|spensable information base for many societies seeking to
live in harmony with nature and adapt to disruptive weather events, a warming globe and rising seas.
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In Cameroon, low-tech local knowledge passed down from generation to generation helps farmers to
cope with drought by soaking maize and bean seeds before planting. Another time-honoured practice --
sprinkling ash over the maize and seeds for a couple of months -- helps keep pests away.
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Resilience is the sum of many such acts of disaster risk reduction at the local level.
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In the Arctic region, we depend greatly on the local knowledge of indigenous peoples to understand the
impacts of climate change because what happens in the Arctic does not stay in the Arctic.
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Changes that affect the availability of traditional food sources highlight the challenge that climate change
presents for all of humanity, not just people living in the Arctic.
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Local knowledge of the impacts of urbanization, population growth, eco-system decline and greenhouse gas
emissions is especiaIIy important in an era when more and more disasters are climate- and weather-related.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction recognizes the importance of community-level
engagement in disaster risk reduction. It also underlines how traditional knowledge can complement
scientific knowledge in disaster risk management. Building resilience to disasters is also a key feature of
the newly adopted Sustainable Development Goals, the framework that will guide our efforts to end
poverty and promote shared prosperity on a healthy planet by 2030.
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On this International Day, let us recognize the efforts of communities, large and small, who put their
wisdom to use in reducing disaster risk and sharing their precious “knowledge for life".
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Date: 12 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Local knowledge saves lives in Vanuatu A A =] A o] B}FolEe] MES 3}
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A traditional cyclone shelter under construction on Vanuatu which suffered severe economic losses
following Cyclone Pam in March, 2015. (Photo: UNISDR) By Tomoko Minowa
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VANUATU, 22 September 2015 - The Pacific Region has a wealth of traditional knowledge for disaster risk
reduction. It is rarely advertised or documented, but passed on by word of mouth from generation to
generation. One striking example came to light after one of the worst cyclones this year.
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"When the cyclone came, our community was huddled inside the cyclone shelter, gripping onto the posts
and praying. Inside the cyclone shelter it was very quiet, and when the cyclone went away we came out
again. None of us were harmed”, according to a statement from residents of Yakel Village.
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Category 5 Tropical Cyclone Pam hit Vanuatu from 12 to 14 March this year, passing through the
archipelago from North to South. The economic damage is estimated at US$ 449 million, almost
two-thirds of the countries’ GDP, according to the Vanuatu Government.
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Tanna Island was one of the islands worst affected by the cyclone.
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"The wind started getting very bad around midnight on Friday, and continued until 10 the next morning.
It was like a nightmare with people running around but unable to see”, says Daniel Ben, a resident of
Tanna Island.
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Sabrina Wako, operating an accommodation service by the beach, says “It took out all of our crops
growing on the ground. After half a year, today I am finally able to harvest the first watermelon and I
feel very happy”.
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Five people were killed on the island, and the local community believes the death toll could have been
much higher.
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Charlie Lawat, operating a transport service on the island, says that four of the casualties were caused by
“modern” material. “Two ladies were hiding in a church when the wall made of concrete blocks came
falling down and crushed them. The wall was not reinforced with iron bars. The third person was trying
to lift rubble off from the fourth when an iron roof came flying into his head. They were all killed by
modern buildings,” he said.
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One reason for the low number of casualties may be due to the traditional community cyclone shelters
called nimaleten in the local dialect. The roof of the nimaleten characteristically slopes down all the way
to the ground, making it difficult for the wind to gain a hold and blow the roof off.
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According to a description in Christian Coiffer's book, Traditional Architecture in Vanuatu, the nimaleten is
built of wood, creepers, palm, and pandanus leaves:
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"After the site has been cleared, three forked posts are knocked (up to a meter) deep into the ground,
2-50 m apart. ... These long thin poles are joined together by cross poles, parallel with the ridge-pole
and also tied with fibrous strings from various plants: Nolaou-liyao, Nouhil, Nameuhameuh. ... All that
remains to be done is to cover the whole with coconut-palm (kamek) leaf or pandanus plaques
(noumankiou).”
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Daniel observed: “Until Pam, local people had been preferring concrete, iron roofs, and nails because they
are so easy to use. The vines used for traditional cyclone shelters take time to prepare. They need to be
harvested from deep in the forest, heated close to the fire for several hours, then left in the ocean
overnight for several days before they can be used. With nails it's ‘bang’, and finished just like that. But
then again, the corrugated iron roofs nailed on just flew off in the wind.
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“Now that we know traditional materials work very well, more people —including myself- are looking to
build traditional type buildings once again. The iron roofing is very expensive these days and hard to
come by, but we can get the material for the traditional structure on our own lands".
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The UNESCO Office in Apia is supporting the region in preserving traditional architecture. UNESCO held a
workshop in 2014 which laid the foundations for an action plan to revitalize indigenous architecture and
traditional building skills. The workshop found that one of the tangible advantages to traditional buildings
are their resilience to natural hazards.
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The workshop also raised the issue that youths generally are not interested in traditional buildings, and
that the challenge of designing them might “make them exciting to modern builders”. Lume Rural
Training Centre and Care International are trying to encourage interest in that on Tanna Island.
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Guiomar Grande of Care International is an architect from Spain supporting the recovery and
rehabilitation process in Tanna Island. He pointed out a nimaleten built by Lume Rural Training Centre
after the cyclone for a gathering which many local and international people attended.
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He said: “We wanted to show that a combination of the traditional techniques with modern building
techniques correctly applied creates an extremely durable structure. The posts for this structure go one
meter into the ground, and have a horizontal cross-bar embedded. We have used nails in a “cross”
configuration and bound that with vines, we have added a horizontal beam with metal straps. It would
be very difficult to pull this structure off the ground!”
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Care International is now developing a poster to showcase good practices mainly targeted at the younger
generation to be included in community toolkits for distribution to the various villages on Tanna Island.
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“There are variations of the structure across the many islands of Vanuatu, and each one is best suited for
the environment it is on. The nimaleten here is beautiful and I hope the users are proud of it", Guiomar
says with a smile.
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The Vanuatu Government's Post-Disaster Needs Assessment after Tropical Cyclone Pam, stated that “The
performance of nakamals (community buildings built using traditional material and techniques) during
Tropical Cyclone Pam demonstrates why traditional knowledge remains relevant and must be preserved as
part of living heritage and culture”.
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The nimaleten-building Tanna Island has been nominated as a champion community in the Pacific for this
year's International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction, themed around traditional knowledge for disaster risk
reduction.
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Date: 22 Sep 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Sub-Regional Office for the Pacific (UNISDR Pacific)



Local knowledge saves Nile islanders A9 x2o] Yd A FR-& T3t}
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Tuti islanders meet at the edge of the River Nile where it passes through Khartoum. They have been
recognized as champions of disaster risk reduction (Photo: Flickr) By Berta Acero
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CAIRO, 14 October 14 2015 - The 18,000-strong community of Tuti, a River Nile island in the heart of

the Sudanese capital Khartoum, has long been highly vulnerable to floods.
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Their knowledge and understanding of the River Nile has kept them free from major loss of life and this

week they were recognized as champions of disaster risk reduction by UNISDR.
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The inhabitants of Tuti Island, located near where the Blue and White Niles merge, have learned over the

past 500 years how to reduce and manage their risk. The Mahas tribe has lived there for centuries.
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They successfully faced down major flood crises in 1946, 1988, 1998, 2006, 2013, and 2014, all of which caused

great casualties elsewhere in the country, but during which there were no human losses reported on Tuti.

Its eight square kilometres keeps the mainland supplied with fruits and vegetables.
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After centuries of experience, Tuti's inhabitants have accumulated their own indigenous knowledge and

skills, developing early warning systems based on different tones of drums, horns and whistles that

alerted the community of an upcoming flooding.
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Tuti's successful anti-flood programme also includes early fund-raising, clear roles and responsibilities assignment

and especially a strong community involvement, from stablishing watches to building up extra embankments.

Moreover, it is very common that children, men and women are highly skilled in swimming as way to

survive when the floods come.
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In the islanders’ culture, songs about floods experiences are well known among the population and passed

down from generation to generation as a way to remember their success in confronting the floods.
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Date: 14 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Arab States (UNISDR ROAS)
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Philippines tribe honoured by UN UNe| &74& v
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Members of the Ifugao tribe who were honoured today at a special ceremony in the Philippines Senate
with Senator Loren Legarda, UNISDR Champion for Disaster Risk Reduction (5th from left). (Photo: UNISDR)
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MANILA, 9 October 2015 — International Day for Disaster Reduction arrived early today in the Philippines.
Globally, the Day is marked next Tuesday on October 13 but the Philippines Senate today took time out
to celebrate the Day's theme of community and local knowledge for disaster risk management.
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The Ifugao tribe in the Philippines today became the first community to be recognized as a champion for
disaster risk reduction in recognition of the role that their indigenous knowledge of the environment
plays in preserving what is often described as the 8th Wonder of the World, the spectacular 2,000 year
old Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras.
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Representatives of the Ifugao community were honoured at a special ceremony in the Philippines Senate, Manila,
for keeping their traditions alive and preserving environmental practices which build resilience to disasters.
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The 2,000 year-old Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras are a UNESCO world heritage site and an
example of how a key theme of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction — the use of local
knowledge in disaster risk management — can be implemented.
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“The Ifugaos' love for their heritage and dedication to preserving their traditions are important elements
of maintaining the harmony between man and nature. Their formula for resilience is embedded in their
culture and age-old traditions and needs to be preserved,” said Senator Loren Legarda, UN Asian
Champion for disaster risk reduction.
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She was speaking at a ceremony organised at the Manila Senate as part of the Summit of Conscience for
the Climate to promote the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP 21) to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Paris in December.
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Representatives of the Ifugao community: Ifugao Province Governor Denis Habawel, Dr. Serafin Ngohayon
of the Ifugao State University, and the Save the Ifugao Terraces Movement (SITMo) received today a
certificate of resilience from Senator Legarda and Mr. Jerry Velasquez, UNISDR Head of Advocacy, who
presided over the ceremony.
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“The challenge today is to keep the young generations working in the rice fields as they are more
interested to find a job in urban areas. We have created some schools of living traditions to sensitize
children from the early age and we do a lot of awareness raising. We managed to keep our traditions
alive for 2,000 years and we hope to maintain them for another 2,000 years,” said Province Governor
Denis Habawel.

‘e W2 AltEol dAYE ol BAE W] wEel ZE0] ¥ AAANA AL dsA k= Al ¥
sUH FHs AZAESnE A9 od "Ry odolegs MY Fi A4S doA FFyn Y AT
< 2,000 sk AASKL E v 2,000 S FAEA BlEHYU T Sal FAAF Hy s sihabd A 7 2t
The Manila ceremony is a forerunner of many events which will take place around the world to celebrate
the International Day for Disaster Reduction, which is dedicated this year, to the recognition of local,
traditional and indigenous knowledge as a vital asset in building the resilience of communities and nations.
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"We are pleased to honour the Ifugao efforts and to make them champions for disaster risk reduction.
We hope that their experience will inspire the rest of the world and encourage governments to ensure
more disaster resilience in the future,” said Mr. Velasquez.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction adopted last March in Japan recognizes the importance
of community-level engagement in disaster risk reduction and local knowledge as an important
complement to scientific knowledge in disaster risk management.
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The 30 minute ceremony was followed by the performance of the Hudhud Chants, which symbolize
special episodes in the life of the Ifugaos such as sowing and harvesting of rice, funeral wakes, and
bone-washing rituals.
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You can support the International Day theme of Knowledge for Life by signing up to our Thunderclap
announcement which will be released on the day through this link http://goo.gl/X5vVkj
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Date: 9 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



Community solidarity in East Salford HEZ O] npSFFA Ay
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By Biljana Markova

EAST SALFORD, United Kingdom, 13 October 2015 - The UK community of East Salford has over 1,400
homes and 500 businesses in Lower Broughton and Lower Kersal — all of which are at risk of flooding
from the River Irwell. Salford has a long history of flooding , notably in 1946, 1954 and 1980.
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In addition to public agencies investing in flood defences the communities have come together to help
protect people from flood risk. Community resilience is being fostered through a mixture of sustainability
and disaster risk reduction projects.
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The BIG Lottery Fund awarded almost £1 million to East Salford to help residents adapt to the effects of
climate change and help them to live more sustainably. The Broughton Trust is managing the project and
has employed a team of residents as Community Researchers and Community Champions. They are
identifying sustainability and emergency planning issues that matter locally and are developing projects
that will help improve residents’ health, well-being and finances.
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This year the Trust has been working with the Environment Agency and 12 young people aged 11-23 to
start a youth garden. They have been using the opportunity to understand how best to deal with
non-native species such as Giant Hogweed which is a major problem in the locality.
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The garden is built on hard standing and therefore the youths are constructing raised beds for growing
vegetables and have installed water butts to reduce water run-off thereby reducing flood risk to their
area. Some of the produce will be used by the young gardeners themselves and the remainder will be
sold to a local café to raise the funds to continue growing next year, with new crops such as pot-grown
dwarf fruit trees.
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There is a similar project taking place with some local elderly people from a sheltered community
consisting of 45 flats and 12 houses. This group is not only growing their own fruit and vegetables but
is looking to increase membership and start craft groups, a cooking club and yoga sessions.
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Recognising that in emergencies it is important that vulnerable people can be cared for and kept safe,
the Broughton Trust also has a specific project with one of the local care homes. This project has
designed a dementia friendly garden with residents deciding what plants will be grown and helping to
actively maintain the Garden.
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A garden party took place in August for residents and their families and the food grown on site is used
in the kitchen for the residents and staff to enjoy. Such projects foster a supportive, integrated
community that is more resilient should an emergency occur.
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Another example is work with schools to run sessions about flood risk and the importance of flood
basins. This work enables children to understand the food web of wetland habitats, encouraging them to
create a diary of changing seasons and what can be seen in the habitat at different times of the year.
The project is based around the Castle Irwell Flood Basin and is targeting adults and children interested
in the environment.
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In addition to the community exploring the links to eco systems and their role in flood defence in an
urban environment, the Trust has also embarked on a project to support the most vulnerable and
isolated in the community who are most likely to be affected by climate change, (heat, cold, and flood).
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102 vulnerable people have been identified and 10 local residents have volunteered to be community
environmental champions. These champions will support individual vulnerable local people in a flood and
will be trained in flood awareness, practical action, mutual support and community strengthening. At least
20 key community groups and organisation have come together to create a Valley Flood Emergency Plan.
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The Irwell Valley Sustainable Communities Project: Environmental Sustainability and Disaster Risk Reduction
in East Salford, UK has been named as a champion for disaster risk reduction for this year's International
Day for Disaster Reduction.
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Date: 13 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Europe (UNISDR EUR)



Italy’s ‘Network of Resilience’ recognized olefg] o] “A VEL A" AT

Potenza community members who were recognised today for their efforts in championing disaster risk

reduction (Photo: Province of Potenza) By Biljana Markova
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BRUSSELS, 13 October 2015 - Today, one of Europe's most vulnerable earthquake zones, the Italian
Province of Potenza, was recognized as a champion of disaster risk reduction for the creation of a
“Network of Resilience” among 100 municipalities.
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“We are proud to be home to the Network for Resilience because each community group has its
specificity both in terms of experience and cultural background, and all of them are linked to local
traditional culture. They clearly express this during our many discussions and proposals in our joint work,”
said Nicola Valuzzi, President of the Province of Potenza, in a message to mark International Day for
Disaster Reduction.
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This year's International Day celebrates the role of local, traditional and indigenous knowledge in disaster
risk management which is a key theme of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted in
March this year, as the new global blueprint for reducing disaster losses.
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The Network for Resilience is a key partner to the Province of Potenza, whose institutional role as a local
authority includes bringing together the community and all social groups in the decision-making and
implementation processes necessary to build resilience to disasters at the local level.
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The news was shared at the joint UNISDR and EU Committee of the Regions event on “Building resilience
to disasters” in Brussels which brought together policy makers, practitioners and experts to discuss the
local dimension of disaster risk reduction.
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Commlttee of the Regions President, Markku Markkula, said: “The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction and the UNISDR Making Cities Resilient Campaign — both of which were influenced by
stakeholders at the local level and last year's Committee of the Regions' report — demonstrate that
building resilience to disasters must closely involve the local level.
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Antonio Papaleo, president of volunteers' associations working with older persons, called the Network for
Resilience a "blessing” because this coordinated and inclusive approach is the "best method for ensuring
inclusive territorial policy-making and implementation.”
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The Province of Potenza is also part of UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient Campaign Role Model for
Inclusive Resilience and Territorial Safety, has been fully engaged in disaster risk reduction and its
integration with climate and sustainable development policies through its Territorial Coordination Master
Plan (TCP). The master plan promotes an inclusive approach, which includes the active involvement of the
local communities and stakeholders for resilience building.
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The Network is composed of representatives of the local civil society major groups, including older
people, women, youth and children, farmers, persons with disabilities, migrants and ethnic minorities,
social volunteers groups and associations, and civil protection volunteers groups and associations, all of
which are actively engaged in the development and implementation of local sustainability and resilience
policies that complement the Province of Potenza's institutional actions.
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Date: 13 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Europe (UNISDR EUR)



Knowledge for life among Colombia’s Nasa people ZE R} UAFRIS9 AEA A
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Walter Cotte, International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) and Ricardo Mena, UNISDR deliver “Giant
Riskland” to young people from indigenous communities and the Panamanian Institute for Special
Education (IPHE). (Photo: UNISDR)
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PANAMA, Panama, 13 October 2015 - The resilience of the Nasa indigenous community in Colombia has
been recognized 21 years after they lost over 1,000 people in a flood and earthquake which struck on
June 6, 1994.
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Living along the banks of the Paez, they have also been coping successfully with the reactivation of the
Nevado de Huila volcano in 2007. The volcano gained international notoriety when it erupted in 1985
and claimed 25,000 lives following the authorities' failure to take costly preventive measures in the
absence of clear signs of imminent danger.
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The Nasa community was recognized as a champion of disaster risk reduction on International Day for Disaster
Reduction this month for raising of risk awareness, disaster preparedness, risk management and recovery efforts.
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Applying a zero casualty approach, they have reduced mortality from significant disaster events such as
two major avalanches on February 18 and April 19, 2007. Ten people died in a third event which
occurred on November 20, 2008, which would have caused a much greater number of casualties except
for the high state of preparedness in the community as a result of local knowledge developed from
experiences of the 1994 and 1985 catastrophes.
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The indigenous villagers of the Pdez River lowlands have also resettled people out of the danger zones with
support from government agencies following the establishment in 2007 of a territorial prevention plan that
enhanced community organization and the relationship with the institutions to face the volcanic phenomenon.
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The main actions undertaken by the community mirror the recommendations of the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction focusing on a greater understanding of disaster risk through the recovery of
ancestral knowledge of the environment and complementing it with scientific knowledge; stronger risk
governance with restrictions on land use based on risk analysis carried out by the community.
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For the Nasa people, this experience in building community resilience associated with its territorial
dynamics, has represented an opportunity to review and rethink their relationship with nature, especially
with the Nevado del Huila volcano "the gray-haired old man."
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A ceremony held on October 13 and chaired by the UNISDR Regional Office for the Americas recognized
the indigenous village of Nasa of the municipality of Paez, Colombia as a Champion for Disaster Risk
Reduction in the Americas.
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The El Estribo community in Paraguay received honourable mention for the presentation of its experience
in evaluating traditional knowledge and participation to reduce risk to drought in the Paraguayan Chaco,
followed by the presentation of a special report on Resilient Communities in Panama, produced by TVN-2 in
coordination with the National Civil Protection System(SINAPROC) and World Vision, with support from UNISDR.
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International Day in the Americas was also marked by the publication of a new survey carried out in
Panama which found that four out of nine Panamanians consider that disaster risk has increased, and
inhabitants of Panama Metro attribute this increase to the building of homes in flood zones and the
unavailability of disaster risk information. This calls for a plan to educate and empower people to take
action on disaster.
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These were the findings of the national opinion survey conducted by the CID/Gallup* firm in Panama on
the occasion of the International Disaster for Disaster Reduction (#IDDR2015), this year celebrating
traditional, indigenous and local knowledge as key to strengthening the resilience of vulnerable
communities, with a focus on respect and cultural integration.
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Finally, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Plan International, Word
Vision and UNISDR partners delivered educational materials on disaster prevention in giant format to
students of schools and communities in vulnerable areas.
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Representatives of all sectors involved at the regional and national level participated in the event that
took place at the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) in Panama.
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Date: 20 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)



Keeping it local to curb risk in Cameroon FH &, AL Fo] AYgFHo=E FAH Yt
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Local residents clear a trash-strewn drainage ditch in Nkolbikok, in Cameroon's capital Yaoundé, where
the community has mobilized to reduce flood risk (Photo: Mairie de Yaoundé 6) By Jonathan Fowler
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YAOUNDE, 13 October 2015 - Residents of a flood-prone community in Cameroon’s capital Yaoundé are
deploying local knowledge to curb the risk of disasters and epidemics by tackling the trash that blocks
drainage ditches.
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To honour its members' efforts, the 25,000-strong community of Nkolbikok has been named a Champion
of Disaster Risk Reduction by UNISDR, to mark International Day for Disaster Reduction today.
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Nkolbikok, part of Yaoundé's District 6, is crisscrossed by streams and drainage ditches which are swollen
by the six-month rainy season. A nearby bridge constructed several years ago also pushes water into the area.
Garbage dumped in the watercourses clogs into dams, and the overflow swamps homes, stores and
workshops. Around one-third of the area’s families are exposed to floods, according to local authorities.
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By wrecking property and killing livestock, the floods set back community development repeatedly. They
also raise the risk of diseases such as cholera, which struck in 2011 and claimed dozens of lives. A study
in 2012 found that 51% of children under five years of age suffered from diarrheal diseases.
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"This is the main problem here,” said community leader Mr. Jean-Bernard Akoa Fouda, pointing to a ditch
heaped with waste. "It's a combination of a lack of civic sense, and a lack of other solutions.”
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"We decided to act to improve things for ourselves. It's all about human investment,” he said.
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Every other Sunday, networks of community volunteers come together to clear the ditches. They keep
regular track of water flows to identify potential trouble spots.
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Other teams have worked to widen the beds to improve the flow, and to create low-cost rubbish
collection services to encourage people to not dispose of it in the ditches.
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Garbage removal is just part of the process, said local campaigner Mr. Simon Pierre Dieudonné Etoga, of
the “Tam-Tam Mobile” association, noting that recycling offers new economic opportunities for locals.
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"Garbage is basically just a resource that happens to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. It's solid
gold,” he said, punning the French word for trash.
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Working with local NGOs, residents of Nkolbikok have also created a subsidized programme for families
to obtain improved latrines and installed several public fountains offering free clean water.
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"This is all based on dialogue with the community,” said Mr. Etoga.
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These and similar projects in Yaoundé have received backing from the local government and Cameroon’s
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development as well as the European Commission and the United Nations.
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Community-based projects are a key component of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a
15-year international agreement adopted in March this year. Its key goals are to reduce disaster mortality,
numbers of people affected and economic losses.
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Flooding is not the only hazard in Yaoundé, a city of 1.8 million people.
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The capital is built on seven hills, and up above low-lying settlements such as Nkolbikok,
precariously-perched communities risk landslides and rockfalls.
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Such districts, with their cheap land and supply of stone, are a magnet for rural migrants seeking a
better life in the city. But mining the rock and failing to dig drainage channels destabilizes the slopes.
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The authorities are promoting safer construction methods, digging ditches, and informing residents of the dangers.
AT B} bds AEFUH, visE297], 938 €87 5 F2sta Arh

"We're launching a volunteer network. We've also mapped the risk zones to make things clear, and have
sirens and a text message alert system,” said Mr. Jean-Jules Nkengne, disaster risk reduction expert at
Yaoundé 6 city hall.
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Understanding risk is a key to the successful implementation of the Sendai Framework in Cameroon and worldwide.
"Disaster risk reduction is about raising awareness,” local consultant Mr. Syriaque Talom said. “It's about
having full knowledge of the facts, and of taking action as a result to reduce the risks.”
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Date: 13 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)



Knowledge for life on the Bangladesh coast 2 Al sk AE A4

Children in East Sujonkathi in Bangladesh are given the gift of local knowledge about the environment
and how to protect it. The community has been nominated as a champion of disaster risk reduction.
(Photo: UNISDR)
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EAST SUJONKATHI, BANGLADESH, 8 October 2015 - A small community on the disaster prone coast of
Bangladesh is translating the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction into the local dialect as part
of an ongoing community revival since it was hit hard by Cyclone Sidr in 2007.
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The death toll from Sidr may have been as high as 10,000 and it caused £450 million worth of economic losses.
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At the centre of these resilience-building activities, based on use of local and traditional knowledge of
disasters and the environment, is the work being done with children attending East Sujonkathi primary
school’'s Somaj.
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There the children are encouraged to volunteer in efforts to reduce the 3,000-strong community’'s
vulnerability to disasters and have been provided with name cards for all the trees and plants in the
district where a ban has been introduced on cutting down trees.
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Situated in the vuInerabIe coastal zone of Goila, Barisal district, the community is exposed to frequent
cyclones, tropical storms, floods, salinity, water shortages, drought, cold waves, all partly propelled by
climate change.
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In addition to losses from natural hazards, the community had suffered damage to its ecosystem and
arable lands through overreliance on pesticides and overlooking traditional knowledge and wisdom in
farming practices.
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The community had also been suffering from a host of other problems including a lack of proper disaster
forecasting, no local level disaster risk reduction plan, use of wrong housing materials, and a poor
approach to tree plantation.
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Immedlately after Sidr in 2007, the community conducted a post-disaster analysis and developed a local
level disaster plan including a community based early warning system.
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The community has empowered a dedicated team of volunteers who disseminate disaster information
about risks and disaster response through folk culture, songs and the use of stories and traditional
proverbs. It is also experimenting with combination of traditional housing methods and modern building
techniques.

oo m& wah wdl, olopy] B AE &% o8 Fal A AP AN BE ANIRE A3t
FE AAAY AQBATA ATe Tk e =3 AT A2 WEs AUAA AF7Ee &

g st ok
The engagement of youth and children, the local primary school and managing body were key to these
efforts. Concrete actions have improved the availability of water including reducing pollution, protecting
fisheries, and conservation of flora and fauna with an eye on restoring biodiversity. Regular “seed fairs”
take place to encourage exchange of varieties between growers.
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The community is now working on the idea of creating a local inclusive platform for disaster risk
reduction following its experience of making submissions to regional consultations for the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction which was adopted earlier this year as a global blueprint for
reducing disaster losses at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.
S AgolAsi @A R e AGHd et AT F ol olof A Ao x2&H AfAPF e T
= AleEe e st ok
It is also formulating the local guidelines to oppose any development initiative in the locality unless the
initiative fully complies with the Sendai Framework.
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Md. Zakir Hossain of Krisoker Sor (Farmers'Voice), who is acting as the facilitator of the community's
efforts said: “It is challenging to make sense of the chaos which often exists in conventional development
discourses, but not impossible. You have to nurture the community’'s emotional attachment to the
activities necessary to build resilience. Only then, is it possible to explore and utilize the inner strength of
the community to guide them towards the moments of happiness.”
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This submission for International Day for Disaster Reduction promoting local, traditional and indigenous
knowledge was received from Shaila Shahid Team Leader, Gender and Water Alliance Programme
Bangladesh (GWAPB).
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First step to implementing Sendai Framework is to understand risks
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Speech by Margareta Wahlstrém, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction
6" Annual Meeting of the European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction, 7-9 October 2015, Paris, France
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Your Excellency Minister Royale, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
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I am pleased to be here today at the opening of the 6th annual meeting of the European Forum for
Disaster Risk Reduction — a key regional platform in the wake of the Third UN World Conference for Disaster
Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan in March 2015. I want to sincerely thank the Government of France and
Minister Royale for hosting the event in Paris as well as for their continued engagement with UNISDR.
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I express my deep condolences for the lives and livelihoods lost due to the violent storms and flooding
that hit south-eastern France just a few days ago, killing at least 19 people. The economic damage to
the region is still of unknown proportions. My thoughts are with those who are affected.
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2015: A coherent global narrative on disaster risk reduction 2015: A|Al2] dad A @ E7to] tht o]of7]
The Sendai Framework was adopted this year in Sendai, Japan and endorsed by the General Assembly in June.
The framework gives a clear goal to be achieved by 2030: the substantial reduction of lives, livelihoods,
health and assets of communities and countries. It guides us to look at multi-hazard management of
disaster risk across all sectors and to focus on not just the reduction of existing risk but the prevention
of new risk. Its seven targets clearly outline what we must measure to manage our progress.
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The post-2015 instruments to come after Sendai have taken up and reinforced this guidance.
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The Financing for Development Conference and its resulting Addis Ababa Action Agenda recognizes the
Sendai Framework as the instrument to manage and reduce risks and encourages the consideration of
climate and disaster resilience in development financing.
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The newly adopted Sustainable Development Goals highlight disaster risk reduction across a number of
goals in line with the understanding that disaster risk reduction requires a multi-sectoral approach. In
particular, goals on poverty reduction, food security, cities, infrastructure, education, health and climate
change see strong reinforcement of the knowledge that development gains in these sectors must be
proactively protected from disasters. The ‘Transforming our World" outcome document's call for a
revitalized partnership also echoes Sendai Framework's call for partnerships across sectors and
stakeholders to achieve resilient and sustainable development.

}

% 9l

ol

=
o]

bl A

o
= A =8t

U,

Hy
r‘{

)



Aol AGH AL ALRE A= AN GAT] TF FoF o] WasihI AXFAA Be
MEBES) A4 AN DAG] Z2H T AFUTh 53], MTHA, AFRAY, TA, ASWAM, 2%,
w7, 7| FWEe] BESA od oke] sfuololo] A wrE }

A2 02 HoEojof Jh= A3 Q14 x

IE B F AMFUSR. FAE JEUAS a7 2ot ‘HEtste YA oAE Aol Astar

£7Hs 3 e o F7] S8 AneldR e A ZokF B olsidAAe] JEWA 278 A= sASUS

Last but not least, the upcoming climate change conference in this same city will provide the final piece

in our 2015 landscape, and I am confident that it too will reflect the global understanding that

preventing, reducing and managing risks needs to be prioritized.
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Europe's risks fHe LA

The first step to implementing the Sendai Framework, of course, is to understand the risks faced.
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We now know that globally, disaster losses have increased to $250-300 billion a year and that over 80%

of economic losses from disasters are due to weather-related hazards.
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Last year in Europe, the number of hydrological disasters showed a 45% increase compared to its

decennial average. Damages from disasters in Europe in 2014 amounted to $7.8 billion. Nine floods in

Europe last year cost $100 billion each, in addition to the 2014 flooding in Serbia which proved to be

one of the costliest disasters with damages running up to $2 billion.
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In addition, the Sendai Framework also encourages us to look more closely at slow-onset disasters and

losses related to health risks.
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Continuing to understand the evolving regional risk landscape will help make implementation relevant,

and your knowledge and expertise will be very important for this.
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Towards measuring progress on Sendai Framework's implementation —Altho] 73 23 WP 43 At=m

Since you cannot manage what you cannot measure, capturing disaster loss data will be one of the most

important pieces of implementation moving forward. Ultimately, the best indicator of Sendai Framework's

success will be a measured reduction in disaster losses.
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As an immediate follow up of the Sendai Framework at the global level, an intergovernmental working

group of experts was established by the General Assembly in June of this year to deliberate on and

decide the global indicators to measure progress of the Sendai Framework.
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The first meeting of this working group took place from 29-30 September in Geneva with active

participation of from all regions, including Europe.
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This working group will conclude its work in 2016 as mandated by the General Assembly providing for

global indicators for disaster risk reduction, as well as an updated terminology of disaster risk reduction

and related concepts.
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This global work would certainly need to be complemented by more detail-oriented and context-specific

regional, national and local perspectives.
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Europe’s leadership on DRR and EFDRR's central role in it
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The engagement and knowledge of European Union Member States and engagement of the European

Commission have been a driving force for disaster risk reduction for over two decades.
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Over the last six years, the EFDRR has catalysed regional engagement in building resilience to disasters.
The Forum and your participation in it has allowed for a common understanding of gaps and
achievements in the region which has triggered collaboration on many topics.
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To mention a few of your successes over the last decade:

- The region has doubled the number of HFA Monitor Reports in the last 7 years.

- There are now 3 times as many National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction.

- 32 European countries now have a legal framework on disaster risk reduction compared to 5 in 2005.

- The number of countries with national strategies integrating disaster risk reduction.

- There are now 650 cities part of the Making Cities Resilient Campaign compared to 32 in 2010.
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Over the next few days at this forum, there are discussions expected on the interlinkages between
disaster risk reduction, sustainable development and climate change action; and on the role of the private
sector in making investments risk-sensitive; on national and local strategies for disaster risk reduction,
among others. Last but not least, you will deliberate on the regional roadmap for Sendai Framework’s to
be adopted in Finland next year at the Ministerial Session of the European Forum for Disaster Risk
Reduction.
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I want to congratulate you on your vision in identifying priority areas in the roadmap. Work towards
reaching targets on risk assessments, loss data collection and cross-sector engagement will contribute
tremendously in creating a more resilient Europe.
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[ also want to thank the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA) of the
Council of Europe, which contributed considerably the World Conference and the development of the
Sendai Framework, and is now to develop a 4-year work plan to be endorsed at the ministerial meeting
in Finland.
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I look forward to discussions today and wish you a successful meeting.
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[ thank you all. ZAFEU T

Date: 7 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Europe (UNISDR EUR)
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Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR, Dr. Morteza Raissi Dehkordi, Deputy Minister for Education,
Iran, and Prof. Mohsen Ghafory-Ashtiany of the International Institute of Earthquake Engineering and
Seismology at the opening day of the Safe School Leaders meeting in Tehran. (Photo: UNISDR)
Blale ohash st A=A 9 /ety UNISDRUE vp7lelel €22, ojga g3 43 BHA 2ol Hs
2y, FARNAFE - AJAFE maAl 7EE-okE ohyY, By Denis McClean

TEHRAN, 5 October 2015 - Iran's commitment to ensuring Safe Schools was made clear yesterday as it
announced plans to spend $3 billion over the next five years to complete its programme of retrofitting
or reconstructing all public schools located in the country’s seismic zones.
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The country has also offered to share its technical expertise and knowledge with other countries in the
Worldwide Safe Schools Initiative (WISS) launched by UNISDR and partners at the Third UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan, in March.
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Iran has made remarkable progress since the Bam earthquake which claimed over 30,000 lives in 2003
and placed earthquake safety high on the national agenda. In 2005, Parliament passed a Law of Schools
and allocated $4.5 billion to ensure that 95000 schools for 13 million students are safe against
earthquakes, floods and fire.
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Speaking yesterday to the second meeting of Safe School Leaders, attended by 24 countries, Dr. Morteza
Raissi Dehkordi, Deputy Minister for Education and head of Iran’s Safe Schools programme, said that all
schools in danger zones have been assessed and over 66% were found to need either retrofitting or
reconstruction, work that has been underway since 2006.
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He explained that 83% of the work has been completed and the remainder will require a budget
allocation of $3 billion which he was confident of receiving.
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During a question and answer session following a visit to three retrofitted schools in Tehran, Dr. Raissi
emphasized the important role that individual donors and the private sector play in supporting the safe
schools programme which raised $200 million from non-governmental sources last year.
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“In Iran there is very strong cultural support for safe schools. Most donors give not because of tax
exemptions but because they see how important this is for the country’s future. It is about our values as
a society and it is an investment in our youth. Before we embarked on the safe schools programme we
created public awareness of the risk and what could be done and this generated political commitment
and support at the highest levels in the country including the Supreme Leader,” said Dr. Raissi.
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Iran’s safe schools programme goes beyond structural improvements. Prof. Mohsen Ghafory-Ashtiany of
the International Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Seismology, said great emphasis was placed on
training teachers how to talk to students about earthquake risk and there are now 18 text books for
students from the 1st grade to the 12th grade.
ojte] AT FwEFIPL FERH MHE 2L FAAIFTE - AAAT A BEA JFEE]-SHE ofY K
= A Gl sl stASNA ALA Telof st=A wAREHE TS TR A 1shdFE 125hd 7R
1878 mA7E dokar T,
Prof. Mohsen-Ashtiany said the national earthquake drill which takes place on November 18 is preceded
by a month of preparation for the students. “We make it a fun learning experience and the students do
lots of different projects which can include painting, writing and telling stories. The children are also
important for disseminating information to the broader community particularly parents who are also
engaged through school committees.”
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Representatives from 24 countries are participating in two days of meetings as part of the Worldwide
Initiative for Safe Schools.
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Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR, said: “The support of Iran is important to the success of the
Worldwide Initiative for Safe Schools. Iran’s offer to share its technical expertise and knowledge of seismic
risk reduction with other countries is most welcome and will be enthusiastically received by many countries
who lack the experience and knowledge which Iran has carefully accumulated over the last 12 years.”
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This second meeting of Safe School leaders is being attended by representatives from Armenia,
Cambodia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Georgia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao
PDR, Madagascar, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Panama, Qatar, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, South Africa,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Turkey, and the USA.
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In addition to UNISDR, there is also participation from UN Resident Coordinator, Mr. Gary Lewis, the
Global Alliance for Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience in the Education Sector including UNESCO; Plan
International, UK; ASEAN Safe Schools Initiative; the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies; Iranian Red Crescent Society and UNICEF.
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
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International Day for Disaster Reduction 2015
RT3 i P ;
This year's International Day for Disaster Reduction highlights the value of traditional, indigenous and
local knowledge in disaster risk reduction.
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PUERTO CABEZAS, NICARAGUA, 9 October 2015 - An important effort is being made in a disaster prone
area of Nicaragua to create understanding and awareness of how indigenous people cope with natural
hazards by tapping into their ancestral store of knowledge and keeping it alive.
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The municipality of Puerto Cabezas, located on the North Caribbean Coast has 51,993 inhabitants of
diverse ethnic groups. In the past 15 years, the municipality has faced seven major hurricanes causing
significant economic losses and damage to essential infrastructure.
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According to a submission received for the 2015 International Day search for examples of community use
of local knowledge for improved disaster risk management, a “socio-cultural diagnosis of strategies for
risk prevention, mitigation and management practiced traditionally among indigenous peoples” has been
carried as part of a project called “Building paths..for a safe childhood”, implemented in 2014 and 2015
by the Directorate of Adolescents and Youths (DAJ) of the Municipal Mayor's Office of Puerto Cabezas in
the North Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN) with technical and financial support from UNICEF.
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To carry out this diagnosis, work was done in three suburban and two rural communities selected on the
basis of their risk or vulnerability indicators. Achievements of the exercise included the identification of 24
types of natural signs (flora and fauna) entrenched in the collective memory of the community in order
to identify and interpret environmental changes.
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The submission also states that “recognition of ancestral communication mechanisms practiced among the
indigenous peoples, allowed a warning system for early preparedness in the event of natural phenomena.”
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The research also resulted in the “compilation of local practices that define the communities’ capacities for
self-governing of risk management. Those practices are varied depending on the location of the communities,
the intensity of the natural phenomena, and new knowledge and technological resources in-hand.”
ZAATE B3 rEAA AP BYFTYORE HoHE AATAFS BT RS ZoE, dFELS Y A,
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Another outcome is “the importance of ancestral community organization” as a key element for
preparedness, mitigation, warning and response actions.
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Key challenges identified include the need for more in-depth analysis to identify ancestral practices, which
could be retrieved and integrated within community disaster risk management plans. There was also a
need to encourage the active participation and capacity development of children and adolescents from
these communities in disaster risk management.
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Date: 9 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)



Banking seeds in a brutal climate 55k 7] 5 FA BE
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A gathering at the seek bank in El Solis, Guatemala. The community deploys local knowledge of
biodiversity to reduce disaster risk and supports International Day for Disaster Reduction. (Photo: UNISDR)
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EL SOLIS, Guatemala, 2 October 2015 - The tiny community of El Solis in rural Guatemala is tapping into
its local knowledge on biodiversity and maintaining a native seeds bank to help it cope with drought,
food insecurity and climate change.
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El Solis is a small community of 51 families or 306 persons, located in the basin of the San Vicente
River, Zacapa Department. Only 10 family homes have electricity. 98% of the population is dedicated to
seasonal agriculture for family subsistence, which is complemented by migrant labour.
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In the community, traditional knowledge on biodiversity and growing practices has been handed down
through generations, an important survival tool in hard times.
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Its territory lies within one of the driest zones of Guatemala, the “Dry Corridor”. It suffers water source
scarcity and low levels of rainfall. The terrain is steep and arid, with little vegetation, low potential for
crops and limited food availability.
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In these harsh conditions, the people cultivate corn and beans, an essential part of their daily diet.
Success depends on water, weather and seeds availability. In 2014 the farmers of the area estimated
crop losses at over 60%. Predictions for the future are not positive either.
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The community has allied itself with the Partners for Resilience (PfR). and set up a Coordination
Committee with 22 participating families including older persons, guardians of local knowledge on
biodiversity.
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Through a technical and practical workshop on seed conservation techniques, the Native Seed Bank was
designed and its management was planned. Basic regulations and internal agreements were made for its
long-term execution.
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After selecting the location and its concession for 10 years, the building started and required materials
were provided, so that the Seed Bank could start operating. It include silos, containers and shelves. The
elders and youngsters together collected, selected and naturally treated the seeds native to the area,
which were stored in the Seed Bank.
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In this way, a germplasm bank was created that now sustains traditional agrobiodiversity, especially of
grains species. In the future, fruit, vegetables and medicinal herbs and native tree species will be
included, many of which are threatened by hybrid and genetically modified seeds.
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Of special importance is the conservation of the basic native grains of corn (Zea mayz) and bean
(Phaseolus vulgaris). They are the grains that practically sustain the existence and development of the
community.
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"We are very happy with the Native Seed Bank. It is the way to secure our food, for our family and
community, but most of all it guarantees that the ways that our grandfathers and fathers taught us to
cultivate the land and take care of our seeds is maintained. These seeds are our own and we hope to
maintain them so that we can keep on feeding our children and grandchildren for years and years,” said
Judrez Asencio, elder and member of the Coordination Committee.
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"With this Seed Bank we have the opportunity to store our basic grains or basic seeds so that they can
be reproduced and exchanged at any time. I am thankful for this opportunity for our people, our
farmers, with a vision towards assuring food security, which is priceless,” said Javier Antonio Ortiz, Mayor
of de Cabafas.
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*The community of El Solis has been nominated as a Community Champion of Disaster Risk Reduction
to make International Day for Disaster Reduction on October 13 which celebrates local knowledge this
year. Sign up for the International Day Thunderclap.

*q &Pl AYAEE 23 ESAA S Ve 10139 AR ALY doll A EAL Aoz A
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**Partners for Resilience — PfR in Guatemala is formed by Red Cross, the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate
Center, CARE and Wetlands International, plus local partners of the Guatemalan Red Cross, Caritas
Didcesis de Zacapa and Asociacién Vivamos Mejor.
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Date: 2 Oct 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)



Korea’'s new disasters network g2 AZE AU ESR =

Ms Sungjoo Kim, President of Korea Red Cross and Chairperson/Chief Visionary Officer of the Sungjoo

Group, believes private sector has a key role to play in DRR. (Photo: UNISDR) By Andy McElroy
AFHAAFA A HFIFIF YAFAE MR AN A AL Fo 4TS 1 Aotn Ve

INCHEON, 24 September 2015 - Korea's advance towards a national integrated public-safety
communications network is being heralded as an example of how disaster risk reduction represents a
major business opportunity.
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The country aims to launch its world-leading system — the so-called Long Term Evolution (LTE) public
safety network — in 2017, and several commercial bids are expected from major telecommunications
carriers to implement the ambitious project.
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The round-the-clock network will serve 200,000 users from 324 agencies including police, fire, emergency
medical services, coast guard, military, provincial administrative offices, electricity, gas and the forest service.
24N AEEE o] VEfAe A%, &%, SHEAE7E, A, oo, A=ATER, A7) - 7t23H71 4,
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The new system, overseen by the Ministry of Public Safety and Security, represents a major leap forward
from the previous network that was for emergencies only and did not integrate various services or
provide full geographic coverage.
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Prof. Daehyoung Hong, the Chair of the SafeNet Forum of Korea, told senior executives from the private
sector, academia, and civil society that the network was an important part of Korea's high-profile national
safety agenda.
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“The development of the national public safety network is an example of how Korean business will
develop one of the country’s strategic industries and, in so doing, provide an opportunity for companies
to go on and lead in what will be a global market,” Prof. Hong said.

“ITZRIHUES Ao T A=A IS MR R, I A AN T ElA AAAEE X
g g Axstes 718 E AT ALY gal Sass 2T

“This network is a good opportunity to adopt and apply ICT (information communication technology) in
disaster situations and meet a global business demand.”
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Pyt

Prof. Hong was speaking at a high-level forum titled “Networks and Communication in Disasters: Risk
Reduction as a Business Opportunity” hosted at UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute, in
Incheon, Korea.
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The President of Korea Red Cross, Ms Sungjoo Kim, said a partnership approach, that includes the private
sector, was essential for effective disaster risk reduction.

FIAAA FA AAFAE RS 29T FEUA H2E 30 A @A Tostta w3t
Ms Kim is well placed to make such an observation: as Chairperson and Chief Visionary Officer of the
Sungjoo Group (Korea) and MCM Holding AG (Germany), both major entities in the fashion industry, she
combines leadership roles in the business and not-for-profit worlds.
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She was profoundly impressed by her visit to the city of Sendai which hosted the Third UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in March, 2015, just four years after it was devastated by the
Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.

J¥E TYE A 2yu] o]F 4d vbol|l A3z UNAAIA @A E /MHe Artolo] HEPE uf
e S A

“On my visit to Sendai, I was very touched and moved by how everyone pulled together in that city.
They have showed the world how to recuperate. I have great respect for Sendai,” Ms Kim said.
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In another example of innovative partnership, the Korean Red Cross is collaborating with the State
University of New York (SUNY) — the first university to establish a presence on Incheon’s Global Education
Campus — to set up a Red Cross academy to increase DRR awareness among communities across Korea.
E g8 944 JEUA Atdle dHAATE SARARGA L] A E7 A ALE AT HA Aot
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 highlights the important role of the private
sector, partnership and how the application of ICT solutions can safeguard lives, livelihoods and assets.
The global blueprint to substantially reduce risk and losses from disasters was adopted by 187 countries
at the World Conference.
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The development of Korea's national public safety network comes in the aftermath of the April 2014
Sewol ferry disaster in which more than 300 people died, mostly high school students.
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Date: 24 Sep 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)

X A new accident reporting system, which enables vehicles to automatically report accidents above a
certain threshold to emergency facilities, such as fire and police authorities, will be introduced by
the end of 2017.
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protect her crop from drought. (Photo: Kingsley Nfor/UNISDR) By Monde Kingsley Nfor
7HlE A obgel AFAS 5 guol riyolN s THE o 2R E HES HIs] fls) AE e o83

AKUM, CAMEROON, 23 September 2015 - Farmers in northwestern Cameroon are deploying traditional
knowledge to boost the survival of their crops, thereby curbing the risk of disasters posed by increasingly
unpredictable weather patterns.
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Ms. Lydia Manyi, a 67-year-old subsistence farmer in the village of Akum, explained some of the simple
but effective methods that she uses.
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"I soak my maize and bean seeds in water for several days before planting. It is just like using a nursery
bed for my seeds. This helps the seeds to cope with dry weather conditions after planting before the
rains come,” she said.
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Ms. Manyi explained that prolonged dry weather means that early rains often fail to penetrate the soil
deeply, hampering seed germination. Pre-soaked seeds have an edge, as they germinate and their shoots
are thus able to absorb water from the atmosphere for growth.
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“Droughts have rendered the soils dry and hot so when a grain is wet it can quickly germinate. It is also
not easily dug up by birds,” said Ms. Manyi.
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According to Ms. Collette Abogo, an expert from Cameroon’'s Ministry of Agriculture, “This practice, which
is used widely in this region, is helping farmers to minimize the impact of droughts and even flash rains
that can wash off the topsoil. The plant quickly develops roots and cannot easily be washed off or be
exposed,” she explained.
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Ms. Manyi also sprinkles ash on her maize crop during the first two months of growth to reduce pest
infestation. To ward off livestock, she applies a mixture of goat and sheep dung to her crop’'s leaves.
"This helps to keep away the livestock as they cannot eat their own waste,” she said.

shel e si3el AU Fol7] Asl F 2ol 4] Fo S55ARA A4S RV doh EE
HX7] A Pash F Bk THELS FE AN wED ok JFFB0] A PuE e £ Q)
ol =8 A=dH =] HUth” g Eikt.

Her story illustrates the role of traditional methods - often handed down by word of mouth for
generations -- in the mitigation of climate and disaster risks at the community level.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year pact adopted earlier this year by the
international community, places strong focus on harnessing the power of traditional knowledge.
AcolFd & AFAAY e ol &ste AS Z=xstal o

“As the world continues to witness more adverse effects of climate change, indigenous knowledge is
adapting to this change. Local knowledge of doing things becomes very important in avoiding famine
and other disasters,” said Dr. Joseph Amougou, a lecturer at the University of Yaoundé, in Cameroon’s
capital.
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According to Dr. Amougou, there has been a distortion in rainfall patterns across Cameroon.

"What is most interesting is the fact that rainfall variations have been recorded more in some years, for
example 88 days of rainfall in 1998, as opposed to 178 days of rainfall in 1984 all over Cameroon,” he
said.
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“This trend is persisting and could go over long periods of time with worsening climate variations
characterized by very short rainy seasons and prolonged dry seasons that are witnessed today.”

“old FAE AKA Aew e5d FHIF FA5 e &2 V¢ A AR SR FHAAE osd 7]
Solel A e VI ¢ Z F s

Lacking scientific information, the people of Akum anticipate weather changes by observing variations in
the colour of the water in the streams and the behaviour of migratory birds and insects — this on its
own is unreliable.
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This year's edition of International Day for Disaster Reduction, on 13 October, will focus on traditional,
indigenous and local knowledge, which complements modern science and adds to an individual's and
societies’ resilience.

<3 10€13Y FA AN E e ol Ao #Ashe Bt MA A3 o] WAl T AHA HEHA E
& FEANS F2E Aot

Date: 23 Sep 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)



Mexico’s new seismic warning system HAZo 22 A7 RA ~H

Mexico City marks the 30th anniversary of the 1985 earthquake with the launch of a new Seismic
Warning System. (Photo: UNISDR) By Denis McClean
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GENEVA, 18 September 2015 - The head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR),
Margareta Wahlstrom, will take part tomorrow in the 30th anniversary commemoration of the earthquake
which struck Mexico City on September 19, 1985.
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This will include the activation of a new Seismic Warning System operated through 8,200 loudspeakers, to
familiarize citizens with the sound of alerts. A national earthquake simulation will also be staged involving
80,000 public employees, 26 government agencies and the Federal Police.
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The warnings will be generated by sensors along the Pacific coast which can provide residents with a
50-second alert to evacuate buildings
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According to the Mexican National Centre for Prevention of Disasters, the earthquake which struck shortly
after 7 am. on September 19, 1985, resulted in 4,541 casualties, destroyed 412 buildings, damaged 3,124
and caused over US$ four billion in economic damages. The EM-DAT database estimates that the
earthquake took 9,500 lives and affected 2.1 million people. More than 40,000 people were injured and
80,000 left homeless.
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Disaster risk governance was greatly improved with the creation in 1986 of the National Civil Protection
System (SINAPROC) and in 2013 it was the subject of the first country review undertaken by the OECD
High-Level Risk Forum.
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The review found that "Although extreme events continue to disrupt economic activities, they now result
in relatively few human casualties. This, in itself, is an impressive sign of Mexico's progress, reflecting both
technological advancements, such as sophisticated early warning systems and modern building codes, and
wide sharing of a culture of safety.”
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The review also found that "Mexico has also established itself as one of the leading countries in the
financial management of disasters, through the Fund for Natural Disasters (FONDEN) and the Fund for the
Prevention of Natural Disasters (FOPRODEN).”
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Before leaving for Mexico where she will meet senior government officials, Ms. Wahlstrom said: “Mexico is
making good progress towards reducing mortality from disasters in line with the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction. It has strong civil protection legislation in place and has also built up a robust
system for ensuring the safety of hospitals and schools.
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"Mexico is investing in resilient infrastructure, ensuring compliance with building codes, succeeding in the
strong communication of early warnings and spreading a culture of disaster risk reduction.”
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Nonetheless, the OECD review found that “improper land use and territorial and urban planning
contribute heavily to the vulnerability of Mexico's population and economy to natural hazards.”
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This finding is also reflected in UNISDR's 2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction
which cites floods and droughts in Mexico as making a significant contribution to lower human
development and increased poverty. Between 2000 and 2005, the impact of disasters on human
development was equal to a two-year loss of progress on average, and the effect on poverty was
equivalent to an increase of 1.5 to 3.7 per cent.
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Ricardo Mena, Head of the UNISDR Americas Regional Office, has been working closely with the
Government of the Federal District of Mexico City to improve DRR policies and practice. Preventive
actions have been complemented by preparedness initiatives that include training of 10,000 public
servants and members of local citizen committees on family disaster preparedness plans.
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He recalled that Mexico City was one of the first cities to sign up for UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient
Campaign which now has over 2,600 adherents worldwide. Since joining the campaign it has passed a
law on structural safety which allows for unsafe property at high risk of damage from earthquakes to be
expropriated and the occupants of such buildings provided with safe housing.
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In 2011, the World Green Building Council awarded Mexico City the prestigious Local Climate Action
Leadership Award for its Climate Action Plan (CAP). The city's $1 billion package of environmental
measures implemented over three years was designed to take seven million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2)
out of the atmosphere of Mexico City which was once renowned as the most polluted mega-city on the
face of the earth. Mexico City has a population of 9 million and an estimated 22 million people live in
the entire metropolitan area.
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Date: 18 Sep 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)



Cyclone recovery in the Pacific B el A o] Aol EE 3 &

Cyclone Pam caused devastation across many of the 65 inhabited islands of Vanuatu and damaged many
schools. (Photo: UNDP) By Andy McElroy
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APIA, 17 September 2015 - Cyclone Pam’s devastation of Vanuatu provided a real-time example of the
relevance of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk as it was adopted at the Third UN World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction, in Japan, almost six months ago.
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One senior business executive was at Auckland Airport on his way to the World Conference — preparing
to advocate the merits of disaster resilience to his fellow executives — when news of the disaster
prompted him to ditch his talking points, switch his ticket, and dash to guide his company’s recovery on
the ground in Vanuatu.
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Within 48 hours, instead of speaking to delegates in Sendai, the Chairman of the Board of Directors
Digicel Samoa, Mr. Pepe Christian Fruean, was in Vanuatu's capital Port Vila as part of the
telecommunications company’s emergency deployment.
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Digicel's recovery plan aimed to quickly repair its operations and, in so doing, restore a Vvital
communications service to the devastated country. “Digicel is widely represented within the corridor of
the Pacific &Caribbean which are highly susceptible to natural hazards,” Mr. Fruean said.
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“As a result Digicel has accumulated significant institutional knowledge on disaster risk management. The
company shares this so that individual local operations can fine tune plans to get back to ‘business as
usual’ quickly after a disaster.
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“The key page of the whole business continuity plan is the one that assigns responsibility for
preparedness tasks by functional area, clearly identifying who is responsible to deliver individual parts of
the plan.

%jli}g—*.‘ﬂ HzU2 dA&A Alge e 7152 2okl wel EHlIdFoll AYS FoAsta, Ao 742t
HES FPst7] f8) AA7E F7AA FAEHA A= Aol

“When our response team arrived (in Vanuatu), only 13% of the population had access to
communications on our network. Within five days we achieved 87% population network coverage. Within
one month we achieved 91% population network coverage.
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"One of our biggest towers — 60 metres high — on the island of Erromango linking the major inhabited

island of Tanna had been bent over backwards by the sheer force of the Tropical Cyclone Pam.”
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A regional effort swung into action involving various personnel, supplies and suppliers. The company

chartered planes and helicopters from the Gold Coast (near Brisbane), the Papua New Guinea resources

sector and a private fleet from nearby Fiji and New Caledonia. They quickly followed military transporters

from Australia and New Zealand into the airport at Port Villa.
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The logistical challenge was enormous. Vanuatu's population of 267,000 is dispersed over 65 inhabited

islands (out of a total of 83) that stretch 795 km north to south across the ocean.
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Mr. Fruean said lessons from past disasters helped their recovery in Vanuatu: “(In Samoa) we had the

tsunami in 2009 and Cyclone Evan (which also had a significant impact on Fiji) in 2012 and each one of

them forced us to rethink our approach to disaster risk management.
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“In 2009 the earthquake and subsequent tsunami revealed the importance of adhering to international

engineering standards for civil construction! Cyclone Evan revealed a new ‘flood’ risk to the Apia area

(Samoa’s capital city), which many businesses had never experienced hence where significantly

underprepared.”
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This extensive experience has converted Mr. Fruean into a champion for disaster resilience on the Samoan

business circuit. “Here most businesses are small. Even the biggest can only be classed as 'medium-sized’.

We have to be realistic and pragmatic,” he said.
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With cyclone season approaching, Mr. Fruean plans to address the next monthly meeting of the Chamber

of Commerce on the importance of disaster resilience.
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"After the original ‘natural’ disaster you get a secondary disaster which I would call the ‘economic

downturn disaster’, which sees local businesses — such as the ‘mom and pop stores’ — close down and

never reopen,” Mr. Fruean said.
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“They take such a hit and are directly impacted by a contraction of the local economy as a result of the

disaster. Staff previously employed by these smaller businesses are forced to try to rebuild their families

and communities without the benefit of the weekly income their jobs provided.
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“The key question is 'how do you get local businesses up and running and trading quickly again?’ to

stimulate the struggling economy and provide employment income to the working population.”
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The Samoa Government's National Disaster Management Office, under the leadership of Ms. Filomena

Nelson, has reached out to businesses and other key sectors as part of its coordinated effort to

strengthen national resilience. UNISDR is set to support these efforts through its Pacific Office and Global

Education and Training Institute, in Incheon, Republic of Korea.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, which was adopted at the World Conference,
highlights the important role of the private sector to build disaster resilience. Several top business
executives were at the World Conference in support of the Sendai Framework
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Date: 17 Sep 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Sub-Regional Office for the Pacific (UNISDR Pacific)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



"Developing Capacities on Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)
in the Asia-Padfic Region" Jeju, Republic of Korea, 14-17 September 2015 (Mon-Thu)
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"Disaster risk reduction advances progress on sustainable development and climate change. ... disaster risk
reduction is in everybody's interest — and it is everybody’s business.” UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
“AsNA AL AL7bse M 7|FHste] Ads FAFUT. AAE AT B Aol BF
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Over the past 20 years disasters have affected 4.4 billion people, caused USD 2 trillion of damage and
killed 1.3 million people. Natural disasters affected people living in developing countries and the most
vulnerable communities within those countries. Over 95 percent of people killed by natural disasters are
from developing countries.
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Asia and the Pacific is subject to all major types of natural hazards and dominates disaster impact
categories across all regions of the world. According to the recent “Annual Global Climate and Catastrophe
Report”, eight out of the most damaging natural disasters occurred in Asia in 2013. An estimated 1.8 million
died as a result of natural hazards.
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Urban risk is continually increasing. It has been estimated that, more than 50 per cent of the world's
population is living in urban areas. Urbanization is taking place at an unprecedented rate. In the next 20
years, the world’s population is predicted to increase by an additional two billion. By 2030 more than 60%
of the world’s population is expected to live in cities, with record concentrations in large urban
conglomerations and megacities in the developing world. Vulnerability of cities to disasters is on the rise
especially as poor people settle in high-risk urban areas. Unfortunately, planning and development of cities
has given little consideration to the consequences of hazards such as earthquakes, hydro-meteorological risks
and others. The implication of this reality is the need for countries to focus their collective energies to create
a safer world for urban dwellers and develop a series of innovative approaches to meet this challenge.
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In this regard, building resilience and adapting to climate change is crucial for cities especially those in the
Asia-Pacific region. Efforts to build resilience in cities can benefit from integrating disaster risk reduction and
climate change adaptation with existing efforts in disaster risk reduction and other similar planning processes.

AA BE Ao 24X AANIIFEFE AR s} H
IS = AAAE = 877 2013 ofA|olo A A

e K

1 Lo



olgl WA lA WY AHste}t 7| FHs A2 53] ot Ao EANA FosT. A Y A4 =8
71Ee AN dEd D FAAE =83 S, AA@ AT 71ERsA S FHeE FT & Ak
This capacity building training workshop, while promoting the importance of effective climate change
adaptation and disaster risk reduction, will provide: i) an opportunity for local governments and cities in the
Asia-Pacific region to enhance capacities in climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction with a
focus on local governments/cities Resilience Action Plans development and implementation. ii) a platform to
exchange in-depth learning from experts in the related area and to share good practices among participants
iii) a venue for city-to-city cooperation in building resilience in cities by integrating disaster risk principles
into local DRR and CCA plans, programs and initiatives
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Incheon CCA & DRR cases Presentation
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Nice to meet you, everyone. My name is Lee, Hwa-bong from Incheon Metropolitan city.

I am honored to join this wonderful workshop for "Developing Capacities on Climate Change Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Reduction in the Asia-Pacific Region,” and I heartily thank CIFAL Jeju Director Shin Hyun-suk
and the entire staff for their great efforts. And I hope all of you are making yourself at home in Korea.
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Prior to my presentation, I have personal short story. These days I am deeply into running a marathon.
Every weekends I run the marathon. Running prevents aging, I think so. All of you seem to enjoin sports.
Did you ever try a marathon? In last Sunday marathon, I finished it and was so tired that I lost my
glasses getting out of mind. I'm very nearsighted now I can't see far in the distant. Although I am
frowning (make faces) at you, I hope you understand.
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Now I will start my presentation on Incheon cases for CCA & DRR Capacities Development.

The contents of this presentation are Introduction of Incheon, the city’'s CCA & DRR, and my conclusion.
AFHE UM CCAsH DRR H@ZEAtel & TEsSUY. 2= &As 47, A8l CCAS DRR,
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Firstly, let me introduce the wonderful city of Incheon. As you know, the Republic of Korea is located in
the Northeast Asian region. Incheon lies to the western coast of Korea. As of July 2015, with a population
of nearly 3 million, the city has an area of 1,046km* - mainland 72% and islands 28%. 168 islands are 36
inhabited and 126 uninhabited. Its total area is about 1.7 times larger than the Korean capital of Seoul.



Incheon GRDP(Gross regional domestic product) had increased from 53 trillion US$ in 2012 to 55 trillion
US$ in 2013. Its exports and imports had risen respectively, from 27 billion US$ and 38 billion US$ in
2013 to 30 billion US$ and 40 billion US$ in 2014. And Incheon FDI(Foreign direct investment) by Jun.
2015 is about 16 billion USS$.
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Incheon is perhaps best known as a global gateway thanks to the world's best infrastructure, Incheon
International Airport, and Incheon seaport with cargo handling capacity of 150 million tons, and its
convenient transportation system. Incheon International Airport opened in 2001. The Airport site was
provided through the reclamation of the foreshore between two islands, Yeongjongdo and Yongyudo.
There are two bridges, Yeongjongdaegyo and Incheondaegyo, to connect the airport with the mainland.
Airport Railway and the third Seoul-Incheon Expressway also provide access to the airport.
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In Aug. 2003, Songdo, Yeongjong and Cheongra districts, which had been almost reclaimed, were
designated Incheon Free Economic Zones for the first time in Korea. Songdo is a knowledge-intensive
industrial complex and home to the UNISDR-Global Education Training Institute(GETI) and Green Climate
Fund(GCF). Yeongjong is an international logistics and tourist complex where Incheon International Airport
is nestled. And Cheongna is a fast-growing international hub of finance and leisure.

$=, 9T, A2 BAAFTIL 2003. 8ol UM Aoz AAHHJ=H FAFAE AT EAF
< R AMS dygste] 2Dty JdsUY SEs ANFRIADAR, FAAMALATT FAEA A
AUNISDR-GETD ¢} 5471271 5(GCPo] AdsUH. FFe TAEF #AJIAZ, dHd=AIFo] A &
Ay Hee F&53HA AZstes 553 dAY A BAUT

Secondly, I'd like to introduce Incheon's CCA & DRR. The first is the climate change over the last 10
years. The second is the natural disaster profiles (over the last 10 years). The third is the city's CCA & DRR
project cases. The fourth is Incheon Disaster Safety Headquarters.
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Let's turn to the climate change in Incheon. This table shows mean climate change during the past 10 years.
As you see, 10 years' average temperature is 12.1 °C. It's followed by heat waves lasted as many as 3.4
days, and tropical nights occurred for 4.3 days. Next, 10 years’ mean precipitation is 1,234.4mm. And also
101.7 days of rainfall, 7.3 days of monsoon season, 21.9 days of snowfall and 7.4 days of yellow dust had
occurred. Especially, Incheon has been severely affected by a long period of drought since last year.

For your information, the above meterological data came from Incheon seaport weather station.
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The next chart is natural disaster profiles over the last 10 years. As shown in the table, the types of
disaster which Incheon mostly suffered are typhoons followed by torrential rains. The 2011 flood followed
by landslide killed 5 Incheon university students, who did volunteer activities in Chuncheon, Gangwon-province.

In July 2013, a female Incheoner was killed by flood and landslide in Icheon, Gyeonggi-province.
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The worst natural disaster over the past 10 years was the 2010 typhoon Kompassu followed by floods that
drove 14,500 from their homes and submerged 31ha of farmland with 11 million US$ economic losses.
The second-most disaster damage had been caused in the wake of the 2012 typhoon Bolaven and floods.
And also Incheon has had bad disaster experiences such as 2013 heavy snowfall, 2014 and 2015, 2 years
in a row droughts.
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I now turn to the city’'s 3 CCA & DRR project cases.
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The first, a solution to flooding in a low land in coastal area. This is a coastal landfill below sea level, as
shown in the figure, and an area prone to flooding from overflowing seawater due to high tide with
heavy summer rain. Flooding caused damage to the region covering an area as large as 74 football
stadiums every year from 1997 through 2002. A solution to this problem was the installation of a
floodway as large as 68 football stadiums in a natural tidal canal to create a retarding reservoir 5 meters
deep. Through this solution, the heavy rain water is pumped from the low land to the reservoir, and the
water flowing from the sea to the reservoir twice a day solves water shortage during the dry season.
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The second is about a disaster prevention project supported by the central government. This case is on
an improved stream in a farming village in Yeongjong island. For the past five years, the stream bank
was lost, and farmland and houses were flooded. Roads were also flooded to cut off traffic. The left
figure shows the poor stream bank and cross-sectional area of flow caused habitual flooding around the
river in times of heavy rain. To resolve this problem, the city designated this an area prone to natural
disasters, doubled the width of the river in collaboration with the budget support of central government,
and maintained the area by forming an eco-friendly vegetation block where plants can grow.
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The third is about multipurpose development of an area prone to floods, Gulpocheon Stream.

The land in the stream basin is a more low-lying area than the design flood stage of the Han River 4
km from the area. For this reason, about 2,000 houses in this area were habitually flooded whenever
heavy rain occurred. Along the way, Typhoon Thelma hit Korea in 1987, causing more than 100 deaths
and about 40 million-dollar in property damage. With a massive storm like Typhoon Thelma as
momentum, the city in 1993 set up its first safety measure of building a 14 km flood control canal to
the Yellow Sea. The canal prevented flooding by discharging the water from Gulpocheon to the Yellow
Sea in times of heavy rain. Gulpocheon’s second safety measure was to widen the existing flood control
canal and extend it up to 18 km to the Han River, playing a logistical role between Seoul and the Yellow
Sea and waterfront space as well as a flooding solution. This figure is Gyeong-in Ara Waterway, an
artificial canal, opened up in May 2012. As shown in the figure, waterfront space includes a cruise, a
terminal, a marina, bicycle paths and parkways to attract people who want to take a rest.
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In July 2015, the city carried out the reorganization that newly formed Incheon Disaster Safety Headquarters
as a local disaster control tower. The headquarters aims to drive 'preemptive preparedness,’ ‘prompt
response and recovery,’ and ‘creative reconstruction’ in order to make all citizens happier and safer in
Incheon International safe city.
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Its 2015 policy orientation and core projects can be summed up into 4 points. The first is “Safety
inspection with the participation of all citizens by construction & operation citizen disaster risk reporting
websites.” The second is “Establishment of safety culture through customized education and training.” The
third is “Preemptive assessment & improvement of the risk factors of the vulnerable to disasters.” The fourth
is “Sustainable maintenance management of early warning system & DRR facilities.”
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The city has 250 districts vulnerable to natural disasters such as 18 flood-prone areas (marked on the
map), and 230 steep lands - for example, natural slopes annexed to housing site, road, railway, park, etc.
and artificial slopes like retaining wall, embankment, etc.
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And also it manages 543 DRR facilities, including 148 floodways such as (left figurers downward) Gulpo-cheon
(stream), Jangsu-cheon(stream), Songdonae-cheon(stream), 215 drain gates, 13 drainage pump stations and
146 seawalls such as (arranged in right figures) Yeonan pier, Sondo pier, Wolmi pier.
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These disaster risk areas and DRR facilities are checked and monitored by Making Cities Resilient
campaigns and Citywide safety site-inspections such as ditch-digging & clearing for rainy season and
dangerous construction site checking for spring thaw, etc. together with the participation of all citizens
and communities including campaign partners, public and private institutions as well as local and national
authorities.
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Finally, I'd like to finish my presentation with closing remarks. In 2010, Korea's MPSS, Incheon city and
UNISDR established the Global Education Training Institute(GETI). In the last 5 years, it adds to the city’s
disaster risk reduction profile and international credentials, and particularly played an indirect role to
attract Green Climate Fund(GCF). And also UNISDR GETI has translated UNISDR newsletters in Korean
language and posted at UNISDR Incheon website(case by case) and Incheon city homepage(once a
month) in order to share the information and experiences on building Disaster & Climate Resilient
capacities with Korean governments and communities. I think much still remains to be done in order that
Incheon becomes CCA & DRR role model city. However, we will make every effort to be prepared, be
aware and be ready in improved understanding of disaster risk and strengthening disaster risk governance
as well as in collaboration with UNISDR member countries and MCR communities across the world.
Thank you very much for lending me your ears.
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Discussion
@ Safety inspection with the participation of all citizens by construction & operation citizen disaster risk
reporting websites A AAT AL E F5 g 2P0 E nE AYlo] o= b AAl
= Any citizen can take photos about disaster risk and post the website. It triggers a series of safety
inspections. According to 3 inspection steps, the first ‘self-checking’ by the management authority, the
second ‘public-private joint checking’ that Korean Society of Safety, Korean Society of Disaster and

Security, etc. are to participate, and the third ‘detailed checking’ of expert group are to be conducted.
The authorities should notify the inspection results to the informant.
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@ Spreading a culture of disaster risk reduction Al AP E E£3t SA4F

= In order to improve the nation's sense of security level, Korea observes Public Safety Day on April 16
Safety Check Day on the 4" of each month, and Civil Defense Training Day on the 15" of each month.
National and local governments hold required events such as checking DRR facilities, inspiring safety
consciousness campaign, conducting mass emergency drills, etc.

(The sinking of MV Sewol occurred on the morning of 16 April 2014 en route from Incheon to Jeju, in
which more than 300 people died, mostly high school students.)
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Essential 2: Financing and Resources 7l 2 A
I'd like to introduce Korean 'Disaster Management Fund, ‘Relief Fund’ and ‘Storm and Flood Insurance.
‘Disaster Management Fund’ normally used for natural disaster prevention and recovery can be utilized
for the response of infectious diseases or epidemics since Aug. 2015. (An outbreak of Middle East
respiratory syndrome coronavirus occurred in South Korea from May 2015 to July 2015.) 'Disaster Relief

Fund’ aims to contribute to protect the victims and their livelihood stabilization. Both funds are saved

by local budgets and ‘Disaster Relief Fund' can be borrowed or lent among other local governments.

‘Korean Storm and Flood Insurance’ is relatively well designed. Its premium is supported by national

and local budgets and its disaster benefit is 10 times more than Disaster Aid Recipients who are
non-policyholders.
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@ Essential 10: Recovery and Rebuilding Communities AGArE B 8 A
= Incheon city operates Disaster Trauma Healing program. The Disaster Management Fund can be used
for the victims'’ psychological well-being and counseling activities for social reintegration.
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® Integrating 10 Essentials in Cities Planning Process SAAEHAG 107 oL B

= Armen said it's just a game but I think it's really a brain storming game. Some guys are confused but
I can enjoy it because I have translated UNISDR newsletters into Korean language. If you have time, I'd
like to recommend to read the newsletters. You can find a lot of information about CCA and DRR
capacities development.
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Sandstorm causes health problems B EZZFo) ABREAE oF7|stt}.
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Snapshot of the sandstorm taken from NASA Earth Data By Berta Acero
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CAIRO, 14 September 2015 — Health services across the region continue to deal with the impact of the

severe sandstorm which hit the Middle East last week, sweeping across Lebanon, Syria and Palestine,

causing casualties and sending dozens to hospitals, as health risks particularly respiratory problems

increased. Other countries in the region, like Iraqg, Jordan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, were affected by the

clouds of dust and sand causing flight delays and disrupting school activities.
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The heavy dust storm originated on September 7 in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine and by

September 8, it had swept southwest over much of the Middle East towards Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

Sandstorms in the region, locally known as "khamaseen", are more common during February to May,

triggered by lower pressure across the Levant during seasonal changes.
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According to the Lebanese Health Ministry, hundreds of people were hospitalized with breathing problems

and two women have died. Health officials urged those suffering from respiratory and heart problems as

well as children, senior citizens and pregnant women to stay indoors. The meteorological department at

Beirut's Rafik Hariri International Airport described the storm as being "unprecedented" in Lebanon's

modern history.
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In Syria, the sandstorm disrupted the fighting and air strikes and caused dozens of suffocation cases,

including 3 casualties reported. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, hospitals in the

city of al-Mayadin, in the province of Deir Ezzor, stopped to receive relief cases because there were no

oxygen cylinders.
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The sandstorm reached Egypt on Wednesday. Four Red Sea ports in the governorate of Suez -El-Sokhna,

El-Adabiya, Petroleum and Tawfik- were closed due to the extreme weather conditions of the sandstorm,

which impaired visibility.
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Dust storms have worsened in East Asia and the Mediterranean regions over the last decade due to

massive deforestation and increased droughts.
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"Sand-dust storms, especially serious-strong sand or dust storms are hazardous weather events with
extreme calamity. When they occur, they can move forward like an overwhelming tide and the strong
winds take along drifting sands that cover farmlands, damage young crop plants and result in a loss of
production”, explained Dr. Wadid Erian, Prof. of Soil Science at Cairo University and Senior Advisor on
Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction at the League of Arab States.
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"Sandstorms accelerate the process of land desertification and cause serious environment pollution with
huge destruction to ecology and the living environment”, he added.
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Date: 14 Sep 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Arab States (UNISDR ROAS)



Making a resilient airport Aol e 33 "HE7]

By Andy McElroy

NADI, Fiji, 9 September 2015 — When floods closed Fiji's main international airport for the only time in its
history, economic shockwaves rippled through the tourism-dependent country.
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Nadi airport, built in the 1940s, is Fiji's gateway to the world and when Cyclone Evan forced it to
suspend flights in 2012 the tourism industry as well as many other sectors took a big knock.
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Senior Risk Manager at Airports Fiji Limited, Ms. Molly Murphy, said the experience revealed how much
of an economic lifeline the airport was to Fiji and how its reliability was crucial to the country's
international reputation.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted this year by the international community, has
reducing disaster damage to critical infrastructure as one of its seven targets to strengthen sustainable
development.
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The Cyclone Evan disaster prompted Airports Fiji Limited to revisit its already extensive business continuity
and contingency plans. Nothing was left unquestioned: Is there enough water on site? Are the current
partnerships with the transport and tourism authorities good enough? Does the emergency airspace
transfer agreement with New Zealand need updating? And so on.
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One of the main findings was the importance of maintaining clear drainage systems, on and off site to
prevent any further airport closures after future cyclones.
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“There are three main elements that underpin our approach to risk management. First, have the right
structure, the right people and the right reporting lines. Second, back this up with the right technology,
up to date equipment and know-how. Third, systemize the collection of your data and use it to reveal
trends and inform your decision making,” said Ms. Murphy.

APy HoZe SR I Foa0t dFUH AAE SHlE TE, SHFE A, SHbE Rasle Tt
= AUt A 2HE 71E, HAY A, 232 ol& Adste AdUT AAe ARFHES A2H
slste] FF S Wl AEAA S dEled A4S o] &ty AYUth” g HuA = ZHTh

“The Executive Chairman of our company, Mr Faiz Khan, has really encouraged staff to embrace a culture
of safety in everything we do. We now have ownership of hazard risk by frontline personnel. This enables
us to continually review risk and change the allocation of resources to manage that risk.”
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Ms. Murphy was speaking at a two-day ‘Make Your Business Disaster Resilient’ workshop in Nadi. The
forum steered 32 managers through a step-by-step review of their current approaches to disaster and
climate risk management identifying strengths and gaps.
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The managers came from a cross-section of the Fiji economy, including the Port Authority, various
manufacturers, transport and logistics, tourism, banking, insurance and the Government's taxation
department.
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Cyclone Evan caused USD40 million in direct economic costs. Indirect losses, such as business closures,
reduced tourism numbers and job losses, are estimated to have been considerably higher. The cyclone
affected 750,000 people, almost Fiji's entire population.
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The strengthening of Fiji's infrastructure has emerged as a priority of government policy. “We have
invested heavily to improve our infrastructure — ports, highways, communications, airports and hospitals,”
Prime Minister, Vorege Bainimarama, said in a recent interview with the Fiji Sun.
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The ‘Make Your Business Disaster Resilient’” workshop was convened by the Fiji Employers and Commerce
Association and facilitated by UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute, based in Incheon, Republic
of Korea.
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It is part of UNISDR's increased engagement with the private sector, which is identified as a key partner
in the implementation of the Sendai Framework.
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Date: 9 Sep 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



Tropical storm Erika highlights serious gaps in early warning systems
U EZF devte 271 EA=R e A4 S FAAHH.
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4 September 2015, GENEVA — The head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Margareta
Wahlstrom, today extended her condolences to the people of the small island state of Dominica as they
enter a second day of national mourning for the 31 people who have died and the 35 reported missing
in the wake of a tropical storm which arrived with little or no warning.
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Ms. Wahlstrom said: “Tropical Storm Erika demonstrates clearly the existential threat which storms
exacerbated by warming and rising seas pose for small island states. It is extraordinary that the island
was expecting rain showers which would bring an end to a long period of drought but was not under a
storm watch for an event which is estimated to have caused damages of $500 million and cost 50% of
the island’'s GDP and brought so many deaths.
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“There are a number of lessons to be learned from this disaster. One major concern is the level of
rainfall which accompanies such a storm system and how to prepare people and infrastructure for that
eventuality. Over 30 centimetres of rain fell during a 12 hour period triggering floods and some 200
landslides with devastating consequences for the island’'s future development including the loss to
flooding of Melville Hall Airport which had only recently been renovated.
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"The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction adopted as a global plan for reducing disaster losses
has particular relevance for small island states where priorities for action must focus on strengthening
disaster risk management, investing in resilient infrastructure, building back better and ensuring that
adequate early warning systems are in place for events like this.”
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e Press release [PDF 350.63 kB]

Date: 4 Sep 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Mr. Saber Chowdhury, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, speaking on the Sendai Framework.
(Photo: UNISDR) Altho] @ o ths] dAdsta e =419 ABAPU) o AtHE 237

NEW YORK, 2 September 2015 - The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction is “a fundamental
stepping stone marking this year of global action for people and the planet” according to UN
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon in remarks to a gathering of Speakers of Parliament from around the
world.
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He stated: "The Sendai Framework has important implications for the work of parliamentarians. It shifts
the emphasis from disaster management to disaster risk management. *
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In a statement delivered on his behalf by Mr. Thomas Gass, UN Assistant Secretary-General for Economic
and Social Affairs, he said: “Parliamentarians will be key actors in translating the Goals and Targets into
meaningful improvements in the daily lives of people across the world.
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“You can contribute by using your legislative and monitoring functions to ensure sustainable capital
investments and adequate social expenditures. You can adopt stronger and smarter laws, regulations,
plans and policies that reflect the new development global agenda.”

“odHEe AHEY UW - FAVITE B8t ALTbed ARFAS} AEAE AAEE FGR=H 7o
std ¢ AFUT AHES MZ2 AAA NEeAE wdd B Feta ~ntER WE, 74, A", BF
< MY dsyH”

The Sendai Framework adopted in March at the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction aims
for substantial reductions in disaster losses. In his opening remarks to the Conference, the
Secretary-General said: “Sustainability starts in Sendai.”
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Mr. Saber Chowdhury, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), acknowledged that the Sendai
Framework makes clear reference to the work of parliamentarians actively encouraging them to develop
new or amending legislation for disaster risk reduction and setting budget allocations.
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Mr. Chowdhury said the linkages between risk reduction, climate change and sustainable development
were now very clear. “80% of the disasters are linked to climate change and the impact on sustainable
development is evidently negative,” he said.
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The head of UNISDR, Margareta Wahlstrom, highlighted the priorities for action in the Sendai Framework
which include improved understanding of disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk governance, increased
investment in resilience through structural and non-structural measures and enhancing disaster
preparedness with a focus on building back better in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.



UNISDRtH 3% wi7te el Y 2EEH = Altto]dE o] e g AR MAdd Aaidd 12, AHAE
TP =(RA]) e, F2A - HF2E 22E 5 WA BA L 5T, A, AN B g2 Ed
24E € AAA A A E Fxsat

Ms. Wahlstrom emphasized the importance of risk governance as key to achieving sustainable
development. She pointed out that the Sendai Framework acknowledges the health sector as central to
people’s efforts to build resilience.
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Mr. Wang Xiaochu, Vice-Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, National People’s Congress, China,
said that over the past ten years 400 million people have been affected by disasters in China and
economic losses were in the range of $US 50 billion.
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He said that China was very involved in the negotiations on the Sendai Framework and is committed to
its implementation. Disaster risk reduction has been integrated into the country’s latest five year economic
and social plan.
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The IPU-UNISDR Breakfast Meeting at UN HQ in New York was organized as a side-event for the Fourth
World Conference of Speakers of Parliament which concludes today. About 180 parliamentary leaders from
nearly 140 countries have been examining way to tackle global challenges to peace and democracy.
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Date: 2 Sep 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - New York UNHQ Liaison Office (UNISDR NY)



Business key for Sendai Framework success Attol 7= AFS 9% vy g4
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Downtown Jakarta is home to a significant part of Indonesia’'s economic wealth. It is exposed to several
hazards including floods exacerbated by poorly maintained urban canals. (Photo: UNISDR)
By Andy McElroy
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JAKARTA, 28 August 2015 - Indonesia’s National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) has told business
leaders that the private sector is vital to efforts to reduce the country’s disaster risk.
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The BNPB's Deputy Chief for Prevention and Mitigation, Mr. Bapak Wisnu Widjaja, extended the hand of
partnership to a gathering of more than 30 executives.
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Mr. Widjaja said the private sector will become increasingly important as Indonesia aligns its Disaster
Management Plan to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year global roadmap for
curbing deaths and economic losses caused by natural and man-made hazards.
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"It benefits everybody if individual companies strengthen their own business sustainability,” Mr. Widjaja
told a gathering of senior managers. “The current drought in many parts of the country and the
increasingly uncertain business environment shows the need for overall risk management that includes a
strong focus on disaster risk.”
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The executives at the seminar, in Jakarta's Kempinski Hotel, responded positively, saying there is a growing
awareness among the private sector that disaster risk management is an investment rather than a cost.
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Mr. Erick Purwanto, President and Director of construction and engineering company Balfour Beatty Sakti,
said all sectors needed to play their part in strengthening the overall culture of safety in the country.
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“For instance, we have good legislation but the challenge is to enforce it in terms of building codes and
land use. This is part of a bigger change needed to have a stronger awareness of safety, including
among building contractors,” he said.
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Mr. Purwanto is a member of the Disaster Resource Partnership Indonesia, a network of 10 engineering
and construction companies. The alliance was launched because of the “considerable interest in and
commitment to greater involvement of the private sector in disaster prevention, response and
reconstruction”.
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The Managing Director for Sustainability and Strategic Stakeholders Engagement of Golden Agri-Resources
Ltd, Mr. Agus Purnomo, said the rising economic cost of disasters in Indonesia meant there was a need
for stronger public-private sector partnership, particularly in the area of risk assessment.
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Civil society representatives also attended the meeting. Mercy Corps Indonesia’s Country Representative,
Mr. Paul Jeffrey, welcomed the growing role of the business sector in efforts to build national disaster
resilience.
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“No one here in Indonesia can argue about the economic impact that disasters have in this country and
businesses are beginning to take a longer term approach to strengthen their disaster risk management,”
he said.
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The President of Indonesia, Mr. Joko Widodo, has unveiled plans to launch a National Disaster Risk
Reduction Movement in October. Urban areas, where just over half of Indonesia’s 255 million people live,
will be a key focus of efforts.
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At the end of the meeting and a follow-up workshop on disaster risk management for the private sector,
BNPB and various business representatives, including from Sinarmas Bank, agreed to strengthen
partnership on disaster resilience. UNISDR's Global and Education Training Institute (GETI), based in
Incheon, was requested to help strengthen local training capacity on business resilience.
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Indonesia has made significant moves so strengthen its risk governance since the devastating Indian
Ocean tsunami of 2004. A 2007 disaster management law created the BNPB with a mandate to
coordinate all disaster risk management activities. It reports directly to the President.
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Date: 31 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



Hurricane Katrina raised the bar for disaster risk management
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Aerial view of a flooded neighborhood in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
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28 AUGUST 2015, GENEVA — The head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Margareta
Wahlstréom, today said the true legacy of Hurricane Katrina, America’s costliest hurricane disaster, was to
raise the bar for disaster risk management worldwide. In a statement issued to mark the 10th anniversary
of the category 5 hurricane which claimed over 1,800 lives and inundated 80% of New Orleans, Ms.
Wahlstrom said:
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"Hurricane Katrina exposed weaknesses in disaster risk management which are common to many hazard
prone locations around the world. We can learn a lot from New Orleans if we are to achieve substantial
reductions in disaster losses as called for in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction which was
adopted by governments earlier this year.
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"As it has sought to build back better, New Orleans has transformed itself into a role model for disaster
resilience. It continues to invest heavily in improving flood defences and major efforts have been made to
engage citizens in the renewal of the city. There is better mapping of the city’s hazards and there is
greater awareness among the population about the importance of disaster risk management in ensuring
the sustainable social and economic development of the city.
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“As in many other disasters, almost 50% of those who died in Hurricane Katrina were elderly citizens,
some disabled and living alone. Many lessons learned from New Orleans have been incorporated into the
Sendai Framework including the need to engage the elderly and other potentially vulnerable groups in
disaster planning and to make adequate provision for their safety when a disaster strikes. Hurricane
Katrina has taught us that disaster risk reduction must be people-centred and engage all sectors of
society.”
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Date: 28 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Airport closure highlights need for resilient infrastructure
SEEHA AP 7N AE e AdEdY BeAd =

ONISDR

Ms. Molly Murphy, Senior Risk Manager at Airports Fiji Limited, said the closure of Nadi airport caused
by Cyclone Evan in 2012 revealed how much of an economic lifeline it was (Photo: UNISDR)
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NADI, Fiji, 24 August 2015 - When floods closed Fiji's main international airport for the only time in its
history, economic shockwaves rippled through the tourism-dependent country.

Nadi airport, built in the 1940s, is Fiji's gateway to and from the world and when Cyclone Evan forced it
to suspend flights in 2012 the tourism industry as well as many other sectors took a big knock.
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Ms. Molly Murphy, Senior Risk Manager at Airports Fiji Limited, said the experience revealed how much of an
economic lifeline the airport was and how its reliability was crucial to the country's international reputation.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted this year by the international community, has curbing
disaster damage to critical infrastructure as one of its seven targets to strengthen sustainable development.
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The Cyclone Evan disaster prompted Airports Fiji Limited to revisit its already extensive business continuity
and contingency plans. Nothing was left unquestioned: Is there enough water on site? Are the current
partnerships with the transport and tourism authorities good enough? Does the emergency airspace
transfer agreement with New Zealand need updating?
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One of the main findings was the importance of maintaining clear drainage systems on and off site to
prevent another closure after future cyclones.
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"There are three main elements that underpin our approach to risk management. First, have the right
structure, the right people and the right reporting lines. Second, back this up with the right technology,
up to date equipment and know-how. Third, systemize the collection of your data and use it to reveal
trends and inform your decision making,” said Ms. Murphy.
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“The Executive Chairman of our company (Mr. Faiz Khan) has really encouraged staff to embrace a
culture of safety in everything we do. We now have ownership of hazard risk by frontline personnel. This
enables us to continually review risk and change the allocation of resources to manage that risk.”
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Ms. Murphy was speaking at a two-day '‘Make Your Business Disaster Resilient’ workshop in Nadi. The
forum steered 32 managers through a step-by-step review of their current approaches to disaster and
climate risk management identifying strengths and gaps.

Hy A= UholA o] &3 dE Aol HELHA= vAYE 1HEr]” fafeM FdE siFUAn
o] xHe R2wel BUAS] WA ANES A JFg@BE PAo| FT] BAME AEE 9] 1
o] A AAE olsfst == sttt
The managers came from a cross-section of the Fiji economy, including the Port Authority, various
manufacturers, transport and logistics, tourism, banking, insurance and the Government's taxation
department.
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Cyclone Evan caused US$40 million in direct economic costs. Indirect losses, such as business closures,
reduced tourist numbers and job losses, are estimated to have been considerably higher. The cyclone
affected 750,000 people, almost Fiji's entire population.
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The strengthening of Fiji's infrastructure has emerged as a priority of government policy. “We have
invested heavily to improve our infrastructure — ports, highways, communications, airports and hospitals,”
Prime Minister Vorege Bainimarama said in a recent interview with the Fiji Sun.
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The '‘Make Your Business Disaster Resilient’ workshop was convened by the Fiji Employers and Commerce
Association and facilitated by UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute, which is based in Incheon,
Republic of Korea.
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It is part of UNISDR's increased engagement with the private sector, which is identified as a key partner
in the implementation of the 15-year Sendai Framework.
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Date: 24 Aug 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)
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The award-winning ‘Rescate de Cayo Granma’' project
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SANTIAGO DE CUBA, Cuba, 21 August 2015 — A group of Cuban students has won an international prize
awarded to budding architects who deploy their talents to reduce the risk of disasters.
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The four-member team from the Central University Marta Abreu de las Villas won their award at the 7th
i-Rec student competition in London, where the jury lauded their plans for Cayo Granma, a
hurricane-struck island community near the city of Santiago de Cuba.

gh v of )l mEEr ol BE-¢ili AELTA 48 Hd 72 FAA YA A 3] 9| (Tth i-Rec)oll A 1 & W
ke, BT 159 Atgotal o Ful 2 e sl dsE & 19k AdAES SR

"This was the most complete project,” said jury member Dr. Camilo Boano, an architect and urbanist who
is Senior Lecturer at The Bartlett Development Planning Unit, University College of London.
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The southeastern city of Santiago de Cuba, the hub of the country’s second-largest province, was hit hard
by Hurricane Sandy in October 2012.
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Sandy, which also battered other Caribbean island nations and the United States, killed 11 people in
Cuba and affected three million people, or 27 percent of the population.
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It displaced more than 340,000 of the country’s 11 million inhabitants — according to the ‘Global Estimate
2015’ report, Cuba and Haiti are the two nations with the highest index of displacement in the past
seven years.
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Sandy also caused considerable damage.
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Total losses were estimated at US$2 billion, making Sandy one of the costliest hurricanes in Cuban
history. Overall, in the Caribbean and North America, the damage was estimated at US$72 billion.
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The losses in Cuba were mainly due to the hurricane’s impact on homes — almost 22,400 households lost
everything, while 135,300 were destroyed partially and close to 63,200 suffered ceiling damage. Cayo
Granma, an island community near Santiago de Cuba, was particularly hard hit, with just four of its 200
homes left standing in Sandy’'s wake.
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The four architecture students, Ana Lourdes Barrera Cano, Royer Leno Medina, Elisa Medina Toboso and
Niuris Martin Rosabal, decided to draw up a reconstruction plan, working with the community.
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"We conducted a study, observed the results, and thus based our work on our social, economical and
political analysis,” explained Ms. Medina Toboso.
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The plan, supervised by Professor Andrés Olivera Ranero, harnessed the lessons of spontaneous
reconstruction of cooperative housing after hurricanes.
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It took into account a string of factors such as the serious damage and the limited means of
transportation — Santiago de Cuba is only accessible by a boat — as well as high rates of alcoholism, low
education levels and unemployment.
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To ensure a sustainable recovery, a four-step strategy was designed to ensure safe housing for families,
promote smallholding, revive the sawmill which is the heart of the economy because it feeds the
boat-building sector, and enhance the urban development.
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The award jury hailed the extent of the socio-spatial analysis, as well as the sound and complete
description of the organizational and institutional structure within an urban design plan.
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Ensuring the resilience of the built environment is a key area of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, a 15-year global plan adopted in March to achieve substantial falls in deaths and economic
losses caused by natural and man-made hazards.
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Cuba is already a recognized leader in the disaster risk reduction field, and provincial capital Santiago is
a national benchmark, being the only Cuban municipality to have so far joined UNISDR's Making Cities
Resilient campaign, which has almost 2,700 members.
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Date: 21 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)



Sendai Framework action under way 8 2 Ao 7w x|

Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction
2015 - 2030

The Words into Action process will energize implementation of the Sendai Framework (Photo: UNISDR)
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By Jonathan Fowler

GENEVA, 18 August 2015 - UNISDR has added new momentum to the implementation of the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year international plan to curb deaths and economic damage
caused by natural and man-made hazards.
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The 'Words into Action' process, launched today, will gather experts from around the globe to shape by
the end of 2016 a series of thematic guides on how to apply the life- and asset-saving Sendai
Framework. They will be an important tool to capture practice, learning and progress over the next
decade and a half.
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"The Sendai Framework sets the course for disaster risk reduction for the next 15 years. We now need to
transform this international agreement into concrete action that will substantially reduce disaster mortality
and economic losses," said UNISDR's head Margareta Wahlstrom, Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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""Words into Action' will be important for the Sendai Framework, offering practical guidance to support
implementation, ensure engagement and ownership of action by all stakeholders, and strengthen
accountability in disaster risk reduction," she added.
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The 2015-2030 framework was adopted in March at the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction in the city of Sendai — a which was community hit hard by the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami and but is also a model of recovery.
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Despite a gradual shift over the past two decades from seeing disasters through the lens of humanitarian
relief to confronting risk head on, economic losses have risen steadily, exacerbated by climate change,
unbalanced urbanization and growing inequalities.
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Losses from disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, cyclones and flooding now average US$250 billion to
US$300 billion a year, according to UNISDR's 2015 Global Assessment Report.
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The Sendai Framework aims to drive better governance and understanding of risk, greater investment in
resilience and enhanced preparedness for effective response, recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.
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It hinges on seven global targets including substantial reductions in disaster mortality, numbers of people
affected, economic losses and damage to critical infrastructure.
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UNISDR has been tasked with supporting the implementation, follow-up and review of the framework by
generating evidence-based and practical guidance for implementation, in close collaboration with countries
and through mobilization of experts, a process that will also reinforce a culture of prevention.
UNISDR& ld=3te] 2183 @9 &of, A&7 &3S T, 71 @A A3 43 diAE Yatsd
o= A AY B FY FEHEL] AFE Lol sint
To ensure that the guides are as specific as possible, UNISDR has broken them into 33 categories, from
local government and the private sector to ecosystems management and risk assessment. Among the
others is health, which enjoys far more focus in the Sendai Framework than in previous disaster risk
reduction agreements.
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The plan is to produce user-friendly pocket guides. For example, a guide on critical infrastructure could
describe the issue from a Sendai Framework lens and include sections targeting national and local
authorities, the private sector and other relevant stakeholders, such as the education, health, transportation,
energy and water sectors. Users will be steered to online discussions, resources and contacts.
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To develop the guides, UNISDR is issuing an call for participation, working with the partners who
organized sessions in Sendai, with 3 September the deadline for initial expressions of interest. The aim is
to identify the target groups for each topic, take stock of existing material, and determine the process for
developing each guide, including reviews of their impact down the line.
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A similar process was used in the implementation of the Sendai Framework’'s 2005-2015 predecessor the
Hyogo Framework for Action. In 2007, after broad consultations, UNISDR published ‘Words into Action: A
Guide to Implementing the Hyogo Framework’, which distilled a wealth of experience.
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Cities advocates embrace Sendai Framework SAELS Ago| s 88 A A3

Ricardo Mena, Head of UNISDR's Regional Office for the Americas (left, with microphone), leads a session
at the Making Cities Resilient gathering in Panama City (Photo: UNISDR) By Biljana Markova
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PANAMA CITY, 17 August 2015 - The global advocates network of UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient
campaign has embraced the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and committed to scale up
efforts at the local level.
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A flagship project launched by UNSIDR five years ago to generate momentum for the reduction of urban risk,
Making Cities Resilient (MCR) has grown into a global network of almost 2,700 communities and is still expanding.
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The Sendai Framework, a 15-year international roadmap for curbing disaster mortality and economic
losses, was adopted in March at the Third UN World Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction. Conference
participants also agreed to extend MCR to 2020 and increase its awareness-raising and implementation
activities significantly.
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"Advocates are crucially important for our regions, and their contribution in implementing the Making Cities
Resilient campaign in the coming years is instrumental. With the adoption of the Sendai Framework, local
governments have become even more at the centre of the efforts for building resilience to disasters, and
advocates will be our partners in achieving our ambitious goals at the local level,” said Ricardo Mena, Head
of UNISDR's Regional Office for the Americas which hosted of the first gIobaI meeting of MCR advocates.
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Over a period of three days, 20 MCR advocates and UNISDR staff came together from 18 countries across
Africa, the Americas, Arab States, Asia and Europe to discuss new steps to support implementation of the
Sendai Framework. Topics included means for increasing the number of participating cities, supporting
local governments in conducting risk assessments, and achieving the Sendai Framework's target to
significantly increase the number of cities and local governments with DRR and resilience strategies by 2020.
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The core of MCR is self-assessment of risk according to a series of benchmarks known as the Ten Essentials.
Areas under scrutiny include a city’s budget, how critical infrastructure is handled, policies to ensure all
members of the community are included in risk planning, the safety of schools and health facilities,
risk-compliant building regulations and land use, protection of ecosystems, and early warning systems.
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“We have a big task in front of us, but we can do it. We will continue to spread the word and the
motto of disaster risk reduction one community at a time,” said Henry Peralta from Cali, Colombia.
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“We need more partnerships on the local level, especially when it comes to technical support from the
scientific community,” said Violeta Seva, from the Philippines capital Manila.
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Fellow MCR advocate Alexander Mirescu, a political science professor at Saint Peter's University in New
Jersey, United States, underlined that education, especially at an early age, is the cornerstone of a culture
of resilience. And Abdou Sané, from Senegal's capital Dakar, cited institutional capacity-building as an
important factor for the successful implementation of the Sendai Framework at city level.
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“National-local dialogue is crucial for success at the community level, and for the implementation of the
Sendai Framework at all levels”, said Marcelo Sabanes, from Spain’s Canary Islands. Financing was
identified by Khaled Abuaisheh, from Agaba, Jordan as the single-most important service to local
governments to be provided by the Resilient Cities Connect initiative, which was launched at the Sendai
conference to help MCR communities work together.
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Worldwide, UNISDR counts over 40 MCR advocates, chosen for the experience, interest and outreach that
helps them to promote urban disaster resilience in their spheres of influence - in their home
communities and broader regions alike.
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An advocate needs to demonstrate knowledge in the field of disaster risk reduction overall, and the Ten
Essentials in particular. Together with campaign partners, public and private institutions, local and national
authorities, advocates play an active role in advancing campaign messages, reporting on progress,
providing policy recommendations, sharing knowledge and promoting city-to-city learning and
collaboration.
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Date: 17 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Indigenous knowledge key for DRR Ez x2o] AFYA AT 4
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UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (left) greets a participant at a special event in New York marking
International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples (Photo: UN Photo/Rick Bajornas) By Maria Hasan
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NEW YORK, 12 August 2015 - Indigenous knowledge is an important source of wisdom for sustainability,
UN Secretary-General Bank Ki-moon says, underlining an issue that it is also crucial for disaster risk reduction.
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“Indigenous peoples are often among the poorest peoples in their countries and, in many nations, the
poverty gap between indigenous and non-indigenous groups is increasing,” the Secretary-General said on
Monday at a special event in New York marking International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples.
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“Yet their history, traditions, languages and knowledge are part of the very bedrock of human heritage.
Indigenous peoples can teach the world about sustainable lifestyles and living in harmony with nature,”
he added.
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It is estimated that the world is home to 370 million indigenous people, spread across 70 countries.
Some 70 percent live in the globe’s most hazard-prone region, Asia and the Pacific.

AlA= 707)=roll AA 3970007 el E2Hlo]l e Ao FAHAN. 70% AE=7F AsiAd A 7HE H ok
ofAJotel Bfj G Aol 4ht.

As one of the most vulnerable, marginalized and disadvantaged groups of the global population,
indigenous peoples are particularly threatened by disaster risk-increasing factors such as climate change,
ecosystem degradation, bad land use and population displacement.
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Their physical and mental health is also disproportionately worse than that of the general population,
according to the slim amount of data available, according to the second volume of the State of the
World's Indigenous Peoples report, launched at the New York event. They have higher incidences of
diabetes, heart disease and suicide rates.
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Their health is severely affected by their living conditions, income levels, employment rates, access to safe
water, sanitation, health services and food.
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The report points out that “indigenous peoples are also less prepared for disaster-related health
problems”, citing 2013's devastating Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines, known locally as Yolanda.
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Tackling the interplay between health and disaster risk is a key goal of the Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction, a 15-year global roadmap adopted in March and the first in a series of international
agreements meant to take the world down a more sustainable route.
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The Sendai Framework underlines the importance of addressing the needs of indigenous peoples. It also
flags the role of indigenous, traditional and local knowledge in tackling disaster risk — the theme of this
year's edition of the International Day for Disaster Reduction on 13 October.
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Indigenous peoples around the world have used their traditional knowledge to prepare for, cope with and
survive disasters. Many of their methods and practices - including observing animal behaviour to gain
early warning of hazards such as earthquakes and tsunamis - have been passed down over generations.
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The Sendai Framework calls explicitly for governments to employ a people-centred approach and engage
directly with indigenous peoples in the design and implementation of policies, plans and standards, and
to use traditional, indigenous and local knowledge and practices to complement scientific knowledge in
disaster risk assessments.
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At Monday's event, representatives of indigenous communities stressed priorities such as increased
investments in data disaggregation by ethnicity; recognition of their right to participate in decision
making; revitalisation of their languages; inclusion of indigenous youth in global conversations; and
preserving their communities’ access to land.
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They also want sustainable development to be culturally appropriate, taking into account their own
conception of well-being, and to be implemented “through their own institutions”, said Megan Dauvis,
Chair of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, who earlier this year made history by becoming
the first Australian Indigenous woman elected to a United Nations body.
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Date: 12 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - New York UNHQ Liaison Office (UNISDR NY)



Cameroon’s cities tackle flood risk 7 & EAIE0] S w3 ok

Cameroon's capital Yaoundé is building a network of drainage canals to curb flood risk (Photo: UNISDR)
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YAOUNDE, 7 August 2015 - Recovering from floods that killed dozens of people and displaced thousands
in June and July, Cameroon is working to rein in risk in its fast-growing urban centres.
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The capital Yaoundé, with 1.8 million people, and 1.9-million-strong maritime metropolis Douala are both
highly flood prone. Over the past two months, some 40,000 people have been affected.
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According to Yaoundé City Council data, over 130 floods struck the capital from 1980 to 2014, causing
economic damage and more than 80 deaths. Douala has faced over 300 floods in the past three decades
which claimed an estimated 700 lives.
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Beyond immediate losses, floods also raise the risk of epidemics. Overflowing pit latrines can pollute
wells, causing cholera, while stagnant water offers a breeding ground for malaria-spreading mosquitoes.
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To tackle the risks, the government in 2012 began building a US$102-million drainage canal network in
Yaoundé, with domestic funding plus African Development Bank, Global Environment Facility and French
Development Agency support.
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About five of the planned 14 kilometres are complete. The aim is to finish the second phase by 2017,
with four drainage canals plus a waste disposal and treatment plant.
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"The first phase of the project helped to scale down the number of floods from 15 to three annually. But
much still remains to be done in order that peripheries which are still vulnerable to floods are completely
freed from related risks,” said Serge Mbarga Enama, an engineer at Yaoundé City Council.
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In Douala, the authorities have created a US$183-million fund to reconstruct its drainage network.
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Modern drainage is only part of the solution, however. Up-to-date systems can get blocked by garbage
almost as easily as simple ditches, leading to overflows when it rains.
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Douala government delegate Fritz Ntone has announced a two-month citywide campaign to clean gutters and drains.
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Similar initiatives are underway in Yaoundé, including ditch-digging and clearing by residents of informal
settlements, who make up an estimated two-thirds of Cameroon’s city-dwellers. Such community-driven
maintenance and upgrading of informal settlements is an important part of disaster risk reduction, helping to
improve quality of life and put in place infrastructure and services to curb the potential impact of hazards.
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More radical measures have also been adopted: the authorities have been evicting people living along
drainage routes and in low-lying flood zones.
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In Yaoundé, a recent operation saw the bulldozing of around a hundred squatter homes which housed 600
people. In Douala, where 2,000 people have already been evicted from a three-kilometre stretch of marshy land.
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But removing people from flood zones can clash headlong with the daily imperatives of the poor, for
whom risk-sensitive choices may lie far down their list of priorities.
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Many residents of informal settlements lack land titles to secure compensation for demolition. In addition,
finding lower-risk locations is a problem, and council officials estimate that between three and five
percent of the two cities’ population could end up homeless.
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As a result, evicted residents end up trickling back.
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According to Mr. Enama, the authorities have little option but to raze homes in high-risk areas. Like
cities across the globe, Yaoundé and Douala are trying to become more sustainable, he said, and sticking
with the status quo will not help.
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At the same time, raising awareness of risk is vital to reducing it — a fact made clear in the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year global agreement adopted in March this year.
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“There is a lot that needs to be done to change people’s understanding of disasters. Education and
communication must be enforced and the government should invest more in this domain by building
infrastructures that can sustain urban sprawl,” said Mr. Enama.
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Some residents, meanwhile, are doing what they can do reduce their risk for as long as possible by
extending their homes upwards and abandoning ground floors.
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"I have to completely remove the roof of my building to raise the walls,” said Jean Paul Mbella, who
lives in one of Douala’s flood zones. “This is what we do reduce the impact. And I don't know for how
long I am going to live in this house.”
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Date: 7 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)



Sendai Framework influence on new SDGs
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The new sustainable development agenda is made of up 17 cross-cutting goals
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GENEVA, 3 August 2015 - Key references to the recent Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction are contained in the draft outcome
document that will constitute the new sustainable development agenda, which will be formally adopted by
world leaders in New York this September.
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“Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” encompasses a universal,
transformative and integrated agenda that heralds an historic turning point for our world. This agreement
results from a truly open, inclusive and transparent process,” United Nations Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon said in a statement issued yesterday evening.
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Concluding a negotiating process that has spanned more than two years with the unprecedented
participation of civil society, the 193 Member States agreed to an ambitious agenda that features 17 new
sustainable development goals that aim, by 2030, to eradicate extreme poverty, promote prosperity and
people's well-being, while protecting the environment.
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The document reaffirms the outcomes of all major UN conferences and summits which have laid a solid
foundation for sustainable development and have helped to shape the new Agenda. These include the
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development; the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development (“Rio+ 20") and the outcomes and follow-up to the Third UN World Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction held in Sendai, Japan, in March this year.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction places strong emphasis on disaster risk management
with a view to achieving substantial reductions in disaster losses over the next 15 years. It sets out
targets for the post-2015 Development Agenda including a substantial reduction in mortality, in the
numbers of people affected by disasters, economic losses and damage to critical infrastructure.
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These objectives are re-affirmed under Goal 11: “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable” as follows:

“1l.a By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and
substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by
disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable
situations.”
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There is also a specific injunction to make use of the Sendai Framework in achieving this goal:

“11b By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and

implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and

adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels.”
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“This is the People's Agenda, a plan of action for ending poverty in all its dimensions, irreversibly,

everywhere, and leaving no one behind. It seeks to ensure peace and prosperity, and forge partnerships

with people and planet at the core. The integrated, interlinked and indivisible 17 Sustainable Development

Goals are the people's goals and demonstrate the scale, universality and ambition of this new Agenda”,

stated Mr. Ban.
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More than 150 world leaders are expected to attend the Sustainable Development Summit at the UN

Headquarters in New York, from 25 to 27 September, to formally adopt the outcome document agreed

this weekend. "I look forward to joining Heads of States and Government, civil society, faith and business

leaders, and peoples around the world for the adoption of this new agenda in the historic Summit in

New York,” added the UN chief.

1508 o] o] AAAEAEC] oW FLo Fojd AAREME TAHoE AYstr] 9l 99 25-27Y w&

UNEFolA 7HHE A&7 M 3o IAT gAFoltt. “GAAQA w8 B3| ool 2L o]

ojAlel Aee Al A= A, AUAE, S 5 AA A=AV 25 A8 gyt gal UNd &=

G2t

The new sustainable development agenda builds on the success of the eight Millennium Development

Goals (MDGs), which helped more than 700 million people to escape poverty over the past 15 years and

aimed at an array of issues that included hunger, disease, gender inequality, and access to water and

sanitation by 2015.
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The broader sustainability agenda go much further, addressing the root causes of poverty and the

universal need for development that works for all people. “We are resolved to free the human race within

this generation from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal and secure our planet for the present

and for future generations,” states the text.

H2o] AT BE ARESS AT g Rud o8 gFHA BHo 3T ALTsAde] oAs

g s e ‘e o] A JABFHS WEH FHY Al HojuA st @At mHAtE

sl Ade Assta Hastrlz 240" 2kal dEolA wala o

m

o] m Qhaste] Asiel Fstn AL

= <AZE AgAE, oA Hl,

_l
0
ol

Date: 3 Aug 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



'Knowledge for Life' — UN launches search for communities good at managing the risk of disasters
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13 October

International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction 2013

Knowledge for Life

The theme for 2015 will focus on the use of traditional, indigenous and local knowledge.
2015\ FAl= dE2el ELHZAQ A A E o] &st=Hl 5ol gt oA Zolth

28 July 2015, GENEVA — The UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) today launched a search for
communities that demonstrate excellence in managing disaster risk in order to draw attention to the
importance of local knowledge, traditions and customs in the struggle against extreme weather events,
climate change and earthquakes.
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Margareta Wahlstrom, the head of UNISDR, said: “We want to identify and honour communities which
exemplify the use of traditional, indigenous and local knowledge and practices, to complement scientific
knowledge in disaster risk management. Over 19 million people from communities across the globe were
newly displaced by disasters last year and we need to improve our understanding of how local practices
can contribute to better management of disaster risk.
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“Under the campaign slogan, KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE, we are seeking nominations from governments, local
governments and civil society organizations for communities which should be declared Champions of
Disaster Risk Reduction for their efforts. The first communities to be designated Champions will be
announced on International Day for Disaster Reduction, Tuesday, October 13, this year.”
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The newly adopted global agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, contains several
references to the need for a strong focus on communities and indigenous peoples, their traditional,
indigenous and local knowledge and practices, in the design and implementation of policies, plans and
standards for disaster risk management. Nominations and queries should be addressed to
iddr2015@un.org by COB September 14, 2015.
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Download press release in PDF [PDF 458.06 kB]
Download Concept Note

Date: 28 Jul 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
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Volunteers cleaning up after last month's floods in Tblisi, Georgia. (Photo: UNISDR)
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TBUSI, 27 July 2015 - The city of Tblisi is moving to strengthen its readiness to deal with natural and
technological hazards while memories of last month's flash flooding remain fresh.
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The leadership of the Georgian capital, along with their counterparts in Gori from the eastern part of the
country, have also expressed pride in applying the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction — the
wide-ranging international agreement endorsed last month by the UN General Assembly — at the local
level.
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Both cities are undertaking comprehensive risk assessment as a precursor to forming risk-resilient City
Development Plans. The exercise is broad-ranging including analysis of institutions, financing, hazards and risk
information, infrastructure protection, building regulations, architecture, land use planning, strengthening
ecosystems, effective preparedness and public awareness, health, education, community services, and social
development.
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The Thlisi floods killed 19 people with three still missing and caused more than US$45 million worth of damage.
Footage of various animals — lions, tigers, bears, wolves, a crocodile and even a hippopotamus — roaming the
streets of the city was beamed around the globe.
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The Deputy Mayor of Thilisi, Mr. Irakli Lekvinadze, said the learning from the flash flood experience
‘would be an important part’ of the city’s planning for resilient and sustainable development.
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“The relevance and the value of this project has increased manifold with the recent devastating flash
flood. That experience will help us to arrive at action plans which reflect the most urgent priorities of
Thilisi,” he said.
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The Mayor of Gori, Mr. Zurab lJirkvelishvili echoed the importance of the process: “These action plans
which will be developed with the help of the Gori City Development Agency, will not remain on paper,
but will be realistic assessments to strengthen the resilience of the city to disasters.”
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Tblisi, with a population of one million, faces several hazard threats, including floods, landslides, and earthquakes.
Gori, with a population of 54,000 people, faces a similar hazard profile.
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Mr. Nodar Kutibashvili, the Deputy Director, Civil Protection, Emergency Management Department, of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs welcomed the push for greater resilience at the local level.
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“Up until now there has been no specific plan for disaster prevention in cities in Georgia,” he said. “The
recent 2014 approved law demanded that all cities and urban territories in the country prepare disaster
risk management and disaster response plans. This project provides an invaluable experience and example
for the many municipalities across Georgia.”

“AG7A AL Aol thd 587 A gl MFUH. AT 2014, BE EA EAAGS
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The importance of such local leadership and local capacity, evident in both Georgian cities, is one of the
key themes of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, adopted in March and
endorsed by the UN General Assembly in May.

Aol Seiilsh PP FaHL, o TAME FHERol, Artelgue] By Al shiolck

Tbilisi and Gori are two of the eight cities in UNISDR's Resilient Cities project in the Central Asia and
South Caucasus Region, which is supported by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil
Protection Department (ECHO), under its Disaster Preparedness Programme (DIPECHO).
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The other cities involved in the initiative are: Berd and Noyemberyan (Armenia); Ridder and
Ust-Kamenogorsk (Kazakhstan); and Bishkek and Karakol (Kyrgyzstan).
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UNISDR is providing technical support to each city as they utilize the Local Government Self-Assessment
Tool (LG-SAT) and follow the ‘Ten Essentials’ of the thriving Making Cities Resilient campaign.
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Date: 27 Jul 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
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Sendai training for local governments A

Lots of discussion at this week's workshop in Potenza, Italy, on how to implement the Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction. (Photo: UNISDR)

By Ana Cristina Thorlund and Biljana Markova
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BRUSSELS, 24 July 2015 - The UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) has started training
programmes for local governments with a focus on developing strategies based on the priorities for
action in the new Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

B A, 2015.07.24. - UNISDR Althol s dae] A AES ntges 3 iz 2de & AWAR
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The first training programmes within the European Union took place in the Canary Islands, Spain last
week followed by Potenza, Italy, earlier this week. The three-day workshops were led by UNISDR's Global
Education and Training Institute (GETI), based in Incheon, the Republic of Korea.
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The Sendai Framework underlines the role that local governments can play in achieving the substantial
reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health sought by the Sendai Framework over
the next 15 years.

ActolZEe AWAARIE ANAE 2 ABE-AA-BH &4 g AS olFed &5 F Ae I9TS
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"l am certain that the experts present here today will directly transfer the conclusions and lessons learned
from this workshop to their respective areas of work. The action plans that we developed will help in
achieving the goal of building a more resilient world, Canary Islands and Lanzarote,” said Rafael Bailon,
President of the Consortium of Safety and Emergencies of Lanzarote, at the closing ceremony.

A 25 Aq7IA AE7HES Aol o] Hafels d& AEH wES AR dHow Intr Hsjd 7z
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President of the Province of Potenza, Nicola Valuzzi, said: “Our strong commitment is to protect our
territories and communities by promoting and implementing sustainable and resilient development
policies. Our resilience implementation process is part of a comprehensive territorial strategy that sees the
Province of Potenza currently fully engaged in the three main global processes: the Sendai Framework,
climate change and post-2015 sustainable development agenda.”

ERIANAAL Y2 v “g-2lo] 22 A= ALrbesta Aol A e S F8ta dPFoew
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Each ‘training of trainers’ event brought together over 40 local government and academic participants to
learn about an integrated approach to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation, how to
assess their resilience to disasters, and how to develop strategies and action plans to address existing
vulnerabilities.
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Sanjaya Bhatia who heads GETI said: "We remain fully committed to supporting local governments to
develop the action plans and strategies for disaster risk reduction, in compliance with the Sendai
Framework. We essentially pass on the training to the local communities in order to scale-up disaster risk
reduction and practical implementation on the ground and to take advantage of civil society and experts
to pass on this knowledge.”

GETIth& Atzfop mig|ol: “S-gj= Avio| ol w2t AsiAd 44 A 3 A
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The Canary Islands are prone to a range of risks including tropical storms, floods, volcanic eruptions and
fires. Their risk of economic losses due to disasters is high, as 87 percent of their economy depends on
tourism. In 2014, 14 million tourists visited the Canary Islands, so planning that takes into account how to
address the visitors who rarely speak Spanish and have very little awareness of local risks is critical.
7hgElopd e QUEF, S, ST, A 5 BHAT AfA Pl FHeFso AGAA L 87%7 FFol
o &3ty] W&o AFE Az AAEH] =t 20149, 14005 #FA o] FhUg oA EE WEHUTE LA
2H Qo) E A 22 & AY Ao thal AF REE MEAES ¥ BIsof A7} ¢ Fasioh
Similarly, Potenza Province is affected by a multitude of risks, including drought, floods, heat and cold
waves, and technical hazards, but most of all — earthquakes. Over 10,000 people died and several towns
in Potenza were destroyed in the 1857 Basilicata or Great Neapolitan Earthquake.
A R, RPN THE, &, F9, @9h 713 99, 293 FelRas AR F
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Marcelo Sabanes, an expert in climate change and sustainability based in London, UK, and a Making
Cities Resilient advocate, highlighted the importance of the Campaign: “We are delighted to work with
UNISDR GETI as follow-up to the Making Cities Resilient campaign and the implementation of the Sendai
Framework.”

7| FWske} A &LrbsAd el dd AEZ7EolAb Ajsfoll A3 =A] whE7] AAA npEAR AR =A== F ]2
TS AxstHA: “wEe Adol A3 =A wE7] A AdoldE Aol $&HxA ], UNISDR
GETIS} &7 stz =of wj$ 7]®uh.”

Alessandro Attolico, Executive Director of the Territorial Planning and Civil Protection Office of the
Province of Potenza and MCR Campaign advocate, said: “The capacity building workshop organized with
UNISDR GETI is another important step towards community resilience.” Both the Canary Islands and
Potenza Province are active participants in the UNISDR Making Cities Resilient Campaign. The Campaign
focusses on “Ten Essentials” for urban risk reduction in line with the Sendai Framework’s four priorities for
action including community participation and understanding of disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk
governance, investment, and disaster preparedness for response and recovery.
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Date: 24 Jul 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Europe (UNISDR EUR)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)
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The project aims to improve the utilization of arid land for food and livestock production, as well as
focus on climate change mitigation via tree-planting and environmental protection (Photo: UNISDR/Pius
Loupa) By Samuel Okiror
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KAMPALA, 22 July 2015 - A five-year initiative to tackle endemic poverty in Uganda’s northern region of
Karamoja is expected to boost resilience to natural hazards, especially the recurrent droughts which can
decimate livelihoods.
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The Drylands Integrated Development Project was launched in June to address a swath of challenges
which fuel the population’s vulnerablity to hazards.

FRe A ekl ThsHol FEoE Asfell srMY] a8, A=AGTIANLAIG ] 64 AFHH AT

“This project will complement and strengthen the existing government projects in Karamoja to address
food insecurity, improve crop and livestock production, health coverage, education, develop business and
infrastructure,” said Ms. Barbara Nekesa, the State Minister for Karamoja Affairs.

“In this programme, we are going to strengthen the capacity of the local population by developing
weather-resistant and fast-maturing crops to improve on food security, improve on livestock, train people
on health and hygiene, engage locals in income generating activities through creation of markets. We are
modernizing the region,” added Ms. Nekesa.
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Addressing the linkages between natural and man-made hazards and underlying risk-drivers -- poverty,
disease, climate change, unplanned urbanization, population growth, poor land management, ecosystem
damage and weak governance and policies -- is the core of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, a 15-year global roadmap adopted in March.
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Karamoja's development was held back for decades due to a long-running civil conflict in Uganda’s
northern region. While fighting has ended, poverty remains endemic in the area, which is characterized by
harsh weather conditions. An estimated 74.2 percent of the population live below the poverty line,
compared to the Ugandan national average of 19.7 percent.
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Water and sanitation coverage is also patchy in Karamoja, with just 20.6 percent of households having
access to latrines, compared to the national average of 72 percent. Only 21 percent of women have
access to healthcare during childbirth, about half the national average.
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According to a USAID Famine Early Warning Systems Network report for April to June this year, at least
54 percent of an estimated 824,104 people in the Karamoja districts of Kaabong, Kotido, Moroto,
Nakapirpirit and Napak are categorized as poor.

A NEA 72 27| ARA 2D Y ES] A Fd 469 B wEW, 718, FEE, ROE Usta=
A2 e, Uste] slebwa AFT 824104 % 54%7) WMo PRI o},

The report noted that households in Karamoja had started the 2015 lean season with higher malnutrition
prevalence, lower food and assets than previous years, due to three consecutive below-average seasons
since 2012.
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The Karamoja region is semi-arid and about 80 percent of the population of 1.2 million is involved in
pastoralism or agro-pastoralism. The major livelihood challenges include inaccessibility to grazing areas
and water resources, livestock diseases and lack of access to markets and information.
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Experts say the Drylands Integrated Development Project, which focuses on sedentary farming as the
means to tackle Karamoja's livelihood challenges, should expand its focus to pastoralism.
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“Such projects would ensure that improved standards of living for Karimojong [the people of Karamoja]
semi-nomadic agro-pastoralists are attained through the self-reliant participatory efforts of the Karimojong
themselves,” said Ms. Norah Owaraga, managing director of the development organization CPAR Uganda Ltd.
‘I8 AYFES B kY wHETY steRA FUEY AET)E o] FRlaxRY] ALY O
o] FXth= AL FAANA F AUk 2t AAE7] T CPARS-IH FAH g eohebriA = Tl
A Karamoja Development Forum policy brief entitled “REFOCUS! Karamoja Food Problem, the Cattle Crisis
and the need for change of strategy” added that, “If programme initiatives and interventions in the
Karamoja region are to improve food security, livestock-based livelihoods will have to remain, for now,
the best economic mainstay of households in the region.”
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The policy brief noted that, “What politicians, leaders and policy makers have largely failed to realize is
that the pastoral lifestyle provides for adaptive measures to manage climatic changes.”
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)
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Projects such as these rain water collection basins in Niger play a significant role in reducing the risk of
disasters in a region hit frequently by drought (Photo: Flickr)
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YAOUNDE, 20 July 2015 - Africa this week launches a global drive to apply the new Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year international roadmap that seeks to make the world safer from
natural and man-made hazards.
ok-dl, 2015.07.20. - otZe7le= A H A AN ZHEH AAE Boh A wHEes FF 1599 AA
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The talks from Tuesday to Thursday in Cameroon’'s capital Yaoundé bring together representatives from
four dozen governments, Africa’s Regional Economic Communities, the African Union and a swath of UN
and other international organizations.
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While the goal is to align Africa's existing programmes with the Sendai Framework, the gathering has
wider implications, marking the first inter-governmental meeting to put the new pact into action since its
adoption in March at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.
FAH2 okzg7te] Ve Z2OHE Aol P e steH s Ao, AAANAAdAE e AeolF Fs
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"Africa has a chance to set the tone for the global future of disaster risk reduction,” said Margareta
Wahlstrém, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction.
“olzg7h= vIgAIA A PR TEe FED 73S 2l U S A UNAH-EE SAPE 23T
Underlining the session’s importance, it has two parts. The 7th Africa Working Group Meeting on Disaster
Risk Reduction on Tuesday and Wednesday will be followed on Thursday by the 4th High Level Meeting
on Disaster Risk Reduction, drawing ministers and other senior officials. The latter is due to issue a
declaration calling on the African Union to steer a continent-wide Sendai Framework alignment, and for
regional and national plans to likewise match the new agreement.
3lole] Fagol ZxHUA, Foje 2/ JEE UrolAA HAth O sadd Fadd 73 ofzyyt A
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The Sendai Framework has four priorities: improving risk governance, understanding disaster risk, investing
in resilience and enhancing preparedness for effective response, recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.
Athol e 2 4744 dArEe] ok O Asid AAAL, @ AsfAE A4, © TAFEA, @ EHHQA dS,
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Its impact up to 2030 and beyond will hinge on meeting seven global targets, including substantial reductions
in disaster mortality, numbers of people affected, economic losses and damage to critical infrastructure.
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Natural and man-made hazards mesh together to claim lives, ruin livelihoods and undermine
development. Integrating disaster risk reduction into all areas of policy and planning is therefore central
for sustainable development. Targeted action is required to tackle underlying risk drivers such as poverty,
climate change, unplanned urbanization, population growth, poor land management, decimation of
ecosystems, and weak governance and policies.
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Data gathered over the last two decades show that in terms of absolute numbers affected by disasters,
Africa has two countries in an otherwise-Asian top ten: Kenya and Ethiopia. When the figures are
standardized per 100,000 of population, the picture is starker: Eritrea, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Somalia, Kenya
and Niger emerge as the worst-affected.
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Direct economic losses from disasters so far this century are estimated to have reached US$2.5 trillion
globally. Losses in 40 low- and middle-income countries amounted to US$305 billion over the last 30
years. In Africa alone, from 1990 to 2012, an average of 152 disasters were recorded per year, the
majority triggered by hydro-meteorological hazards such as floods and storms. In 2014, over 6.8 million
Africans were affected directly by a total of 114 recorded disasters.
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Like the rest of the continent, meeting host Cameroon knows plenty about natural hazards, whether
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, landslides, desertification, epidemics and flooding. It has also seen one of
Africa's most unusual disasters, in 1987, when Lake Nyos exploded and emitted a cloud of carbon
dioxide, killing over 1,700 people and 3,500 livestock within minutes in a 25-kilometre radius.
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Lake Nyos has since become a case-study of risk management: with the support of scientists from France,
Cameroon installed pipes to slowly but surely release the gas, which occurs naturally in such crater lakes.
A solar-powered early warning system monitors gas levels, giving people time to evacuate if needed.
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This June, Cameroon’s economic hub in the port city of Douala, was battered by floods that killed at
least four people and drove 80,000 from their homes. Experts blamed a combination of climate change,
deforestation, breakneck population growth and unregulated housing construction in a swampy district
where cheap land is a magnet for the urban poor despite the risk. The authorities have responded by
ordering the demolition of informal settlements.
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Cameroon has announced the launch of a new early warning network to give local authorities real-time
meteorological and hydrological information.
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The Yaoundé meeting will take stock of actions since the launch of an African Regional Strategy for
Disaster Risk Reduction in 2004.
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Africa boasts 38 National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction, a key instrument used worldwide to
understand and curb risk, and central to the Hyogo Framework for Action, the Sendai Framework's
predecessor adopted in 2005. Countries have also held regular Regional Platforms, the fifth African edition
of which was in May 2014 in Nigeria and created a common position to help craft the Sendai Framework.
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Date: 20 Jul 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)
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Addis Ababa, 16 July 2015 - The global importance of disaster risk reduction has received fresh
international recognition, etched into a deal agreed today at the Third International Conference on
Financing for Development.
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The Addis Ababa Action Agenda aims to overhaul global finance practices and generate investments for
tackling a range of economic, social and environmental challenges. It is replete with references to the need
to fold risk reduction into development and financial policies, as climate change and rapid urbanization
drive up the number of people and assets in danger from hazards such as floods and earthquakes.
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Margareta Wahlstrdm, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction, told
the conference that the deal in the Ethiopian capital “will have far-reaching consequences that will be
measured in lives saved, losses averted and risks reduced.”
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"We need to act now. Global average annual loss from disasters is estimated to increase from US$260
billion in 2015 to US$414 billion by 2030,” Ms. Wahlstrom said, noting that the blows were particularly
severe for developing countries.
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"If disaster risks are not reduced then future losses will impact on growth and development. When capital
flows into hazard-prone areas, it leads to significant increases in the exposure of economic assets. If these
trends continue, sustainability is compromised,” she added.
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"Disasters and their risks are preventable. Financing for development plays a key role,” she said.

“Aset AP e 7 A ALY MEFEe] AAAA g dUT”

The Addis Ababa Action Agenda details the array of challenges faced, from weaknesses in the
international financial and economic system exposed by the 2008 crisis, to the way shocks from financial
and economic crises, conflict, disasters and epidemics spread like wildfire in an interconnected world.
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It also cites how environmental degradation and climate change threaten to undermine past successes and future prospects.
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The four-day talks came four months after the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in the
Japanese city of Sendai, the first in a series of international meetings tied to the post-2015 sustainable
development agenda. Next is a summit on the Sustainable Development Goals in New York in September,
and the international climate change talks on Paris in December.
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“Coherence and mutually supportive strategies where disaster risk reduction intersects with finance, development
and climate change decisions are critical to the success of the post-2015 agenda,” said Ms. Wahlstrom.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year agreement adopted in March, aims to drive
better governance and understanding of disaster risk, greater investment in resilience and enhanced
preparedness for effective response, recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.
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It hinges on seven global targets including substantial reductions in disaster mortality, numbers of people
affected, economic losses and damage to critical infrastructure from man-made and natural hazards.
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The Addis Ababa accord is clear about the Sendai Framework’'s importance.

oft] Zotuputg of 2 Altho| R o] FoAS HEs| st Ut

"By 2020, we will increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and implementing
integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate
change, resilience to disasters. We will develop and implement holistic disaster risk management at all
levels in line with the Sendai Framework. In this regard, we will support national and local capacity for
prevention, adaptation and mitigation of external shocks and risk management,” it says.
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It acknowledges how development finance can “contribute to reducing social, environmental and economic
vulnerabilities and enable countries to prevent or combat situations of chronic crisis” related to conflict or
disasters, and commits to promoting innovative financing to tackle risks.
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It also notes that creditors have moved to ease repayments via debt rescheduling and cancellation
following earthquakes, tsunamis and the Ebola crisis in West Africa.

TG, AFotzg 7t A, 24, oEeAtEfo]l: AFFE A7 HA T AdASe] dEe dIses Ho
2 7kw glvky @33 ek

UNISDR advocates a range of finance and development measures. Among them are risk-informed foreign
direct investment; maintaining supply chains to ensure that trade continues to flow and investments are
protected in the face of disasters; a stronger insurance system covering more people and communities to
lessen the economic impact; and donor policies and projects that by design reduce disaster risk.
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Ms. Wahlstrdm underlined the benefits of direct private and public investment in risk reduction: “Annual investments
of US$6 billion in appropriate disaster risk management strategies could generate benefits worth US$360 billion.”
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UNISDR is working with partners to scale up safety nets for those most affected by disasters, and to
leverage financial instruments such as insurance to help countries, businesses and households to manage
impact. It also helps strengthen early warning systems essential for saving lives, livelihoods, and assets,
and promotes risk-sensitive investments in urban and rural infrastructure, including healthy ecosystems.
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"With such partnerships for action and recognition of the risk and costs of disasters in the post-2015
development agenda we can turn around the creation of new disaster risk and build communities that
are safe, prosperous and sustainable,” said Ms. Wahlstrom.

“183 GEUHCR 20150l R A A Aol fF B vEe da FFIuY, fEe M2 A9
dol TS TAANA st A AT AGAEE AT ¢ AFUTE” Bl 2EEHNE TN

-

o >
18 e o

off t oh
tlo i rir

Date: 16 Jul 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
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Local governments are vital players in reducing urban disaster risk By Jonathan Fowler
AR EAA DG Aoz dagk EHolojn

Addis Ababa, 15 July 2015 - Local governments are key players in disaster risk reduction and
sustainability, and need the financial muscle to tackle threats posed by natural and man-made hazards,
according to participants at the Third International Conference on Financing for Development.
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“Local governments are part and parcel of the solution,” said Margareta Wahlstréom, Special Representative
of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction. “Not only do cities globally generate 70 percent
of carbon emissions but they also generate 70 percent of global GDP. So what cities do really matters
for the future of countries and the world".
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The role of local governments is underlined in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, an
all-encompassing, 15-year global accord adopted in March.
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It seeks to curb the human and economic impact of disasters and prevent the creation of new risk, in a
world where climate change and breakneck urbanisation have seen a rise in the number of people
threatened by hazards such as cyclones, floods, earthquakes and epidemics.
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By 2050 over 70 percent of the world's population will live in cities, up from just 10 percent on the eve of the First World War.
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“As UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has said, the battle for sustainable development will either be
won or lost in cities,” said Aisa Kirabo Kacyira, Deputy Executive Director of UN-Habitat and former mayor
of the Rwandan capital Kigali.
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According to the 2015 Global Assessment Report, a wide-ranging study of disaster risk by Ms.
Wahlstrom'’s office, UNISDR, 60 percent of urban buildings and infrastructure set to be on the planet by
2030 still remains to be constructed.
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“The disaster dimension of our lives, if it was ignored before, can no longer be ignored,” said Jean Pierre
Elong Mbassi, Secretary General of United Cities and Local Governments of Africa.
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He underscored concerns about the way local authorities’ purse strings are controlled by central
government, leaving too little room for manoeuvre.
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“Local governments are the ones trying to find the solutions and harnessing the difficulties, yet the monies often
never go to local governments. I hope that we'll all work together to implement the Sendai accord,” he added.
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Conference host Ethiopia has worked with the World Bank on new ways to get funds directly to
communities, said Mekuria Haile, Minister of Urban Development. He detailed the country’s new Ethiopian
Cities Sustainable Prosperity Initiative, due to be rolled out in September, under which communities that
contribute to sustainability receive matching funds.
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Investing to resolve emerging problems is critical and makes good financial sense, said Ms. Kacyira.
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"A recent study by the World Bank indicated that if urbanisation is unplanned, we leave it to go the way
it is, and we come to correct it, often it's not less than nine times the cost financially of doing it
proactively. And that's even without the political and social complications of trying to reorganise a
chaotically-settled urbanisation process,” she said.
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A major area of concern around the globe is how to deal with informal settlements, whose inhabitants
are among the poorest and thus the most vulnerable to disasters.
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Helping them to help themselves is often the best solution, said Ms. Kacyira.
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"In our quest to address the issue of urban poverty by giving aid, we have not adequately tapped in to the
potential existing even in informal settlements,” she said.
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Programmes in Somalia’s second city of Hargeisa and Afghanistan's capital Kabul have shown how local
residents are prepared to take part in civic projects, spurring development and resilience.
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In order to generate momentum for the reduction of urban risk, UNISDR five years ago launched the Making Cities
Resilient campaign. It has grown into a global network of more than 2,600 communities, and is still expanding.
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Self-assessment of risk according to a series of benchmarks lies at the heart of the campaign, along with
sharing best practice among participating cities. Areas under scrutiny include a city's budget, how critical
infrastructure is handled, policies to ensure all members of the community are included in risk planning,
the safety of schools and health facilities, risk-compliant building regulations and land use, protection of
ecosystems, and early warning systems.
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"Disaster risk reduction is clearly not a thing in itself. It's a contribution to sustainable development, and
that's how it needs to be thought about, otherwise it becomes a rather negative effort. It's a necessary
instrument for sustainable development,” said Ms. Wahlstrom.
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Date: 15 Jul 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)
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Major EU boost for disaster risk management In Africa
T8 EUs52 otz 7t Asiiddeol & dol Ha

African Union
Commission

(From left) Margareta Wahlstrom, head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, and HE Tumusiime
Rhoda Peace, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, African Union, at today's announcement
in Addis Ababa of EU support for disaster risk management. (Photo: UNISDR)
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14 July 2015, ADDIS ABABA - Details of an €80 million package of support from the European Union to
disaster risk management across sub-Saharan Africa over the next five years, were unveiled today at the
Third International Conference on Financing for Development.
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Margareta Wahlstrom, the head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), said: “This is a
strategic long-term investment in building resilience in Africa. It will help to reduce mortality and
economic losses by improving preparedness, early warning systems and putting in place systems for
understanding how disaster losses are generated in order to avoid them in the future.”
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Roberto Ridolfi, Director for Sustainable Growth and Development in Europeaid, said: "Resilience has many
facets. Natural and climate related hazards dominate the disaster profile of Sub Saharan African. A holistic
approach to building disaster resilience and to secure development gains in Africa, based on accurate risk
information and improved decision support systems, is therefore necessary — and with this programme we
will make an important contribution to achieve this goal."
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The programme “Building Disaster Resilience to Natural Hazards in Sub-Saharan African Regions, Countries
and Communities”, an initiative of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, will be financed by
the European Union within the frame of the 10th European Development Fund. It will support countries
to reach the targets for substantial reductions in disaster losses laid out in the new global agreement, the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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The five result areas are: enhanced regional coordination and DRR monitoring (African Union Commission
and UNISDR), enhanced capacity of regional economic communities for coordination and planning (World
Bank/GFDRR), improved capacity of regional climate centres for weather and climate services and real-time
early warning systems (African Development Bank/ClimDev), improved risk knowledge for future risk
modeling (UNISDR), and enhanced financial strategies for informed decision-making (World Bank/GFDRR).
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Date: 14 Jul 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
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Participants in the PISEC launch discuss and check details of the plan. Front row, from left to right: Maria
Lucia Ojeda Gutierrez, National Council of Disability Equality, Ecuador; German Xavier Torres, Vice
President, National Council of Disability Equality, Ecuador; Ricardo Latorre of Argentina; Gerardo Burgos,
Secretary of Sports, Buenos Aires; and Carlos Kaiser, Inclusiva. (Photo: Loreto Brossar/ Inclusiva)
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MAR DEL PLATA, Argentina, 9 July 2015 — Argentina has rolled out a new plan to ensure that the interests of
people with disabilities are part of its efforts to tackle disaster risk, an inclusive approach that reflects the goals
of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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The “Inclusive Plan for Emergency and/or Disaster Situations” (PISEC), which covers the huge province of
Buenos Aires, was drawn up by the authorities together with Inclusiva, an award-winning NGO for people
with disabilities, the Pan American Health Organization and the World Health Organization. It provides for
the coordination of actions for disaster risk reduction between municipalities, organizations of and for
people with disabilities, and the provincial government.
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The province of Buenos Aires, which includes the eponymous Argentine capital, covers 307,571 square
kilometers, making it around the same size as Italy. Home to some 15.6 million people, it is the largest
province in the country and the third-largest sub-national entity in the whole of Latin America.
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The province has faced repeated climate challenges, such as the heavy rains of April 2013 which flooded
the capital, the city of La Plata and surrounding areas, claiming 78 lives and causing more than US$2.6
million in damage.
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The PISEC initiative delivers capacities for the creation of emergency mapping, developing family
emergency plans and community versions that include all members of society. It will help update an
“Inclusive Emergency Management Manual” -- produced with UN support in 2013 -- to focus on the specific
needs and contexts of the province of Buenos Aires.
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The all-society approach to disaster risk reduction is a theme running throughout the Sendai Framework, a
15-year global plan adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Japan in March. The aim is
to ensure that no-one is left out of risk reduction planning, in order to ensure maximum impact as the
world tries to rein in the number of lives lost and the economic damage inflicted by both natural and
man-made hazards.
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People with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to disasters because of health, architectural and
technological barriers, making it all the more important for their voices to be heard when planning to
reduce risk.
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“The PISEC initiative facilitates compliance with the Sendai Framework, especially with regard to disability
and emergency, and shows that international cooperation bears fruit on our continent, enabling progress
towards a safer world for all,” said Carlos Kaiser, Executive Director of Inclusiva.
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Pantaledn Parisi, Provincial Director of Operational Assistance of the Undersecretariat for Coordination of
Policy Integration(COPRODIS), said: "Buenos Aires is integration”.
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He noted that his team had been working with Mr. Kaiser since 2011, first on the emergency manual and
then, in 2014, on the PISEC initiative, with the overarching goal being to save lives and protect people
and their livelihoods.

T19] "ol 2011 HE FholA M ek A el eHA A WA vt e, 20149 W E B F93 n
S HIE 98 T8I Exe} ¥4 PISEC/HEA S vty JdF3ch

Inclusiva is based in Argentina’s neighbouring Chile, where it was born out of the 2010 earthquake and
tsunami. It won the 2014 edition of the RISK Award, which honours organizations that work to address
the interlocking challenges of population development, environmental and climate change, as well as the
complexity of technical systems and infrastructure. Inclusiva was also a nominee for the 2015 edition of
the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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Date: 9 Jul 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)
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The scene of 10 typhoons: The Furama Five-Star Resort in Da Nang takes disaster risk management
seriously. (Photo: UNISDR)

By Andy McElroy
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DA NANG, Viet Nam, 6 July 2015 — An industry which is literally on the front line of disaster and climate
risk is emerging as a leader in efforts to strengthen resilience in one of Viet Nam's prime tourist
destinations.

g, WEY, 2015.07.06. - & = A 715 gl HAAA A Aol viEY F2 d@FFdA FA
73k wEel Pue SR Sk

A string of luxury hotels and resorts along Da Nang's famous beaches are recognizing the need to
strengthen their risk management to address their exposure to hazards such as typhoons, storm surges,
coastal erosion, rising sea levels and increasing heatwaves.
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Da Nang's tourism industry is embracing the new Sendai Framework for Action on Disaster Risk
Reduction, which calls for the promotion and integration of disaster risk management approaches
throughout the sector, given the often heavy reliance on tourism as a key economic driver.
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Tourism generates about 50% of Da Nang's GDP, underpinning the entire local economy. The city is
ringed by mountains and the sea. It is also the gateway to the nearby UNESCO World Heritage sites of
the imperial city of Hue, the old town of Hoi An and the My Son ruins.

BFAALS AY ¥k AAE rAsHA thd GDPe 50%E5 AT thdAle 4t nigaE Ead
e Z3 UNESCO AAF4ERl F A= =A], 4 22 Zol¢h, My Son HS|FAA=Z 7l #Folth

The Furama Five-Star Resort was the first of the city's many luxury hotels to open in 1997. The Hong
Kong franchise now has 197 rooms and is regularly filled with visitors, mostly from neighbouring
countries in Asia.
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Since the resort opened, 10 typhoons have significantly affected the complex. Typhoon Xangsane, which
made landfall in September 2006, was the worst. It causes widespread damage and uprooted almost all
of the hotel's palm trees.
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This cumulative experience has prompted the resort to increasingly base its disaster and climate risk
management plan on a compact with nature rather than against it.
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"We agree to the benefits of the sea by being located on the coast but by doing so we have to agree
to reduce or accept some of the risks that this entails,” the resort's Chief Engineer Mr Bui Van Ha said.



"Our top priority is the safety of our guests and staff, followed by the protection of our infrastructure.
We have paid in losses in the past but in so doing we have learnt a lot.”
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Furama has adopted stronger designs for its buildings. Better protective measures are in place to protect
the hotel from storms of a similar nature to Xangsane. The hotel has improved evacuation procedures
and its contingency plans to deal with losses of power, water and food.
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The hotel management also recognizes that tourism development has damaged natural storm buffers such
as sand dunes and coastal vegetation and that this needs to be reversed. Significant concreting of the
area has also increased flood risk during torrential rain. Coastal erosion is meaning raising the risk of sea
inundation.
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Furama and several resorts have expressed an interest in being a part of the Hotel Resilient partnership
in Asia Pacific, which works with representatives from government tourism and disaster risk management
departments, hotel associations, hotels, resorts and tour operators and with civil society.

Fetviel 2El fESS AN w3 3 A @AY iA, 2 @3, 29, gxE, 3o thEsd
FxotH ARIALS St AAStE ofe| A Aol Ze sE FEUVge ddo] He Ao #AS ®IATH
UNISDR is a partner of Hotel Resilient along with the Global Initiative on Disaster Management and the
Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) with the support of the German Government through GIZ.
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Date: 6 Jul 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
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Margareta Wahlstrdm, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction,
presents Franco Gabrielli Prefect of Rome, with a trophy marking his appointment as a Disaster Risk
Reduction Champion at Friday's ceremony in the Italian capital (Photo: Protezione Civile)
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ROME, 3 July, 2015 - The former leader of the Italian Civil Protection Department was today named a
Disaster Risk Reduction Champion by UNISDR in recognition of his tireless efforts to deal with the threats
posed by hazards such as the devastating Abruzzo earthquake of 2009.
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Franco Gabrielli, who is now prefect of the Italian capital Rome, received the title from UNISDR's head
Margareta Wahlstrdm, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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"It is a great pleasure to be able to take this opportunity to honour the work and engagement of Prefect
Franco Gabrielli, * Ms. Wahlstrdm said at the ceremony in Rome.

UNISDR bestows the honorary title of Disaster Risk Reduction Champion on individuals who deploy their
political influence to lobby for risk-sensitive policies in their cities and countries, as well as globally. Mr.
Gabrielli is the fourth champion in Europe after Kristalina Georgieva, European Commission Vice-President
for Budget and Human Resources, Tarja Halonen, former president of Finland and Gay Mitchell, an Irish
former member of the European parliament.
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Mr. Gabrielli, 55, began his career in the Italian police and eventually became leader of the country’s
anti-terrorism and internal security departments.
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In April 2009, following the earthquake that struck the eastern region of Abruzzo, and in particular its
capital L'Aquila, he was nominated prefect and deputy commissioner. In that role he dealt with the
disaster's aftermath and strove to ensure that recovery efforts helped to reduce future risk.
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In May 2010, Mr. Gabrielli joined the Department of Civil Protection as a deputy head, before taking the
helm that November. He was appointed prefect of Rome in April this year.
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“Since I left the Italian Civil Protection Department, I have not set aside the firm belief that the role of each
and every one of us is essential to disseminate risk knowledge and a wise culture of prevention among the
citizens. On the contrary this belief is strengthened every single day,” Mr. Gabrielli said at the ceremony.
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"l have clearly perceived that the concept of resilience is finally turning from being a word often invoked
into a true practice implemented at local level: today I commit myself to continue to work in order to
raise rapidly, in Italy, the number of communities that are able to reduce the risks and to face calamities
which will, unfortunately, continue to strike our country in the future,” he added.
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Prefects are the top representatives of a country’s central government in a region, and play a key role as
a go-between with local authorities. That is particularly important for disaster risk reduction, where
national policies need to be crafted and implemented hand in hand with local administrations, a process
that is overseen by what are known as National Platforms.
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“Prefect Gabrielli has been an important partner to UNISDR for many years now, making him a true
champion of disaster resilience. During his mandate at the Italian Civil Protection, and as coordinator of
the Italian National Platform for DRR, Prefect Gabrielli has engaged with us in many different ways,
including providing high level commitment on the topics of functioning of the national platforms, flood
risk management, disaster risk awareness and building resilience at the local level,” Ms. Wahlstrom said.
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“The local level in particular is also where Prefect Gabrielli has been actively involved. Local governments
in Italy are some of the most active ones,” she added.
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Enhancing local-level resilience is a core goal of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a
15-year global agreement adopted in March this year. UNISDR’s “Making Cities Resilient” campaign, which
involves almost 2,600 communities around the world, is a driver of that effort.
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During Friday's event in Rome, two new cities signed up to the campaign: the northern port of Genoa,
and Messina, in northeastern Sicily. There are already more than 150 Italian municipalities involved.
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“The Italian National Platform for DRR has been seen by many of our partners as an example to follow,
and within this context, Italy has generously shared its expertise through exchanges of experts with other
countries such as Albania, Belarus and Turkey,” said Ms. Wahlstrom.
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Working together with UNISDR, one of Mr. Gabrielli's major accomplishments was the European Ministerial
Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction in Milan last year, during Italy's presidency of the European Union. It
brought together ministers from 40 countries to voice Europe’s continued engagement in building disaster
resilience.
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President Joko Widodo plans to launch a National Disaster Risk Reduction Movement in October (Photo: Flickr)
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BOGOR, Indonesia, 1 July, 2015 - The President of Indonesia, Mr. Joko Widodo, plans to launch a
National Disaster Risk Reduction Movement in October this year that will include a focus on urban areas
of the vast country which is exposed to a wide range of natural and man-made hazards.
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The news was announced at the close of three days of high-level training for 30 officials in urban
resilience provided by the National Authority for Disaster Management (BNPB) as part of its commitment
to implementing the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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The trainees, mostly officials working in ministries, universities, NGOs, national and local BNPB offices will
now become the trainers of hundreds of other local officials that will help strengthening the capacities of
Indonesian cities and communities which are exposed to all kind of hazards.
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Indonesia is adjusting its existing Disaster Management Plan to align it with the Sendai Framework, which
was adopted at the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in March in Sendai, Japan.
Over the next four years, the focus will be on making district/city level multi-hazard risk analysis available
as well as damage and loss reports to ensure better understanding of disaster risk.
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According to a database maintained by the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED),
190,00 people have died from disasters in Indonesia and 20 million people have been affected over the
last 20 years. The Sendai Framework targets are focused on substantially reducing mortality, the numbers
of people affected by disasters and economic losses.
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“The Indonesia National Authority for Disaster Management attaches great importance to building local
capacity for disaster risk reduction, as committed since the 5th Asian Ministerial Conference for Disaster
Risk Reduction that took place in Yogyakarta in 2012, said Mr. Bapak Wisnu Widjaja, Deputy Chief for
Prevention and Mitigation of BNPB.
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“The technical support given by UNISDR complements our national efforts and will help BNPB to reach
out more than a hundred cities and districts in the year to come. The President of Indonesia plans to
launch a National Disaster Risk Reduction Movement in October this year that that will include a focus
on resilient cities and communities,” he added.
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Indonesia launched a major revamp of its risk governance following the Indian Ocean tsunami which left
130,000 dead and economic losses of estimated at US$4.8 billion. A disaster management law enacted in
2007 authorized the creation of the BNPB which reports directly to the President. The BNPB has a
mandate to coordinate all disaster management training and disaster risk reduction activities.
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The training which was completed last Friday, provided participants with tools that will help them
assessing disaster risks and measuring their resilience, using the Local Government Self-Assessment Tools
and the City Resilience Scorecard developed as part of the UNISDR Making Cities Resilient Campaign.
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It also provided them with skills to increase the political commitments of local government leaders in managing disaster risk.
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“We have been partnering with BNPB to introduce the Local Government Self-Assessment Tools to
districts and cities. This training was very helpful. I learned a much more effective way to raise awareness
of local government leaders, engage them in assessing their risk and capacity and more importantly, in
identifying actions that are based on sound assessments” said Ms. Hepi Rahmawati, a manager of a
national NGO Yakum Emergency Unit.
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“Building local capacity and promoting urban disaster risk reduction are the priorities of the Indonesia’s
roadmap to implement the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction”, said Mr. Wisnu Widjaja. "We
are pleased to see the emphasis of the Sendai Framework on these aspects, which provide countries with
good directions for actions”.
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The Sendai Framework priorities are focused on understanding disaster risk in all its aspects, improved risk
governance, investment in disaster risk reduction and better preparedness, including building back better.
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This is the latest sign that the Sendai Framework is being taken up with enthusiasm right across the world's
most hazard-prone region. The government of Thailand last week announced details of a new five-year national
disaster prevention and mitigation plan which incorporates the priorities for action of the Sendai Framework.
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Earlier in June, Indonesia presented a road map for the implementation of the Sendai Framework over
the next 15 years to the first ISDR Asia Partnership Meeting held since its adoption. The meeting was
attended by representatives from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, East Timor and Vietnam.
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'Don't be part of the problem, be part of the solution. Become Resilient!" is the message of the
Nicaraguan comic. (Photo: Apex Studio)
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LEON, Nicaragua, 29 June 2015 — Volunteers in Nicaragua are deploying the graphic power of comics to
spread the message that disasters are not natural but a result of the collective failure of communities to
cope with hazards.
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Nicaragua and its fellow Central American nations lie in one of the most climate-vulnerable regions of
the world, where degradation of the environment, poverty and governance gaps compound the impact of
natural hazards such as landslides, hurricanes, earthquakes and active volcanoes.
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According to the First Regional Report on the State of Vulnerability and Disaster Risk in Central America,
published by UNISDR and the Coordination Center for Natural Disaster Prevention in Central America,
69% of Nicaragua's population is exposed to two or more risks. It is estimated that in a decade, disaster
losses have totalled US$225 million in Nicaragua, and are one of the main causes that make it the
second-poorest country in the region, according to the World Bank.
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With that in mind, the Volunteer Network of Professionals for Resilience in Nicaragua wants to show
people what they can do to reduce the risk of disasters -- for example, planting trees to stem land
degradation and thereby curb the threat of landslides.

AR S el FaL, yrkErs Asi B ARV AL BAPE e SUECA 18] AsBEE A& dE =

H, EXZH S-S gof e ARS WAE] flE UrE Ale T Fole € g UsTEE RAFUIE dth
Under the slogan "Don't be part of the problem, be part of the solution. Become Resilient!”, the
Network's comic uses visual language to present everyday situations and convey the message that
disasters are not inevitable.
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Architect and urban planner Nadeisdha Cisneros -- founder of the Network and advocate of the global
“Making Cities Resilient” campaign, which is managed by UNISDR -- said the aim is to raise public
awareness of the community’s role in minimising the impact of disasters. That tallies with the all-society
approach central to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the 15-year agreement adopted by
the international community in March.
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The comic, designed with the help of Apex Studio, revolves around the character Woody, who resembles
an artist's dummy. He is apatheticc has a self-centred attitude towards his environment, and lacks
knowledge about the risks to which he is exposed.
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In the plot of each story, Woody realises how his individual actions contribute to building risks in his
community. He learns how to correct these actions and to play a positive role in his environment.
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“This is where the character stops being a dummy and is transformed into a human being," explained
Carlos Medina, coordinator of the graphic design department of Apex Studio, part of the artistic team
that produced the comic.
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Architect and teacher Carlos Corea, Apex Studio’s chief executive, said the message was clear: “It is up to
each citizen to assume his or her share of responsibility for building resilience."
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To start with, the Network has offered it to at least 20 schools, three universities and six community
centres in the departments of Ledn, Chinandega and Managua. It is also sharing the comic on social
networks, radio, and television. A related project is underway to produce new stories in animated video
format.
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"I like that it's a comic because it's funnier and more interesting,” said Ricardo Arce, a 13-year-old Ledn
school student.
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“"As a child, I know that I must not throw garbage in the street because it goes to the sewers and
during heavy rains, the streets flood and the waters reach the houses, causing a lot of damage. I also
know that it is wrong to cut trees, because without trees the rivers dry up. If we all act like the person
in the comics doing bad actions against nature, then we cannot complain when our city is damaged,” he
added.
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Nivea Centeno Gonzalez, a 20-year-old university student, agreed: "The message that this comic transmits
is very clear and easy to understand for me. Each person should be an example of action. It's very easy
to blame nature itself for disasters that occur. But if I throw garbage in the streets I'm as responsible for
floods as the entrepreneur who cuts down forests to build buildings.”
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The Network was created in 2014 to build a platform that integrates disciplines involved in disaster risk
reduction and resilience, and promote the exchange of experiences, ideas and views. It is currently made
up of 15 professionals, from architects and engineers to artists, graphic designers, journalists and
communicators, whose activities include developing educational materials for children, updating municipal
plans and risk maps, and disseminating information in the local and national media.
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+ Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030

Date: 29 Jun 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)
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Looking for a clean air revolution 7

Helena Molin Valdes who leads the secretariat of the Climate and Clean Air Coalition. (Photo: UNISDR)
By Denis McClean 7% - AA T AFATF TS ol1ne Yy =29 g

PARIS, 23 June 2015 - When it comes to quick wins on reducing deaths from man-made hazards,
improving the quality of the air that we breathe would be a good start.
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According to UNEP, not only could it save up to 2.5 million lives annually, it would also help to reduce
crop losses and curb climate change by around .6°C. It can also lead to less disruption of the monsoon
seasons and slower melting of the glaciers. Win-win!
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Helena Molin Valdes who launched UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient Campaign, is now heading up the
Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), a global effort to push for climate protection and clean air
benefits that will help deliver the targets in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The
Paris-based secretariat is hosted by UNEP.
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CCAC aims to do this by eliminating from the atmosphere short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs) such as
soot or black carbon (BC), methane (CHa), tropospheric ozone (O3) and many hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).
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Ms. Molin Valdes said: "The most striking thing about SLCPs is that they contribute to so many early
deaths particularly among women and girls who suffer most from indoor pollution which claims 3.5
million lives every year mainly from inefficient home cooking and heating devices. There are another 3.2
million premature deaths from outdoor pollution.
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"Have you ever noticed how roadside crops are smaller than normal? That's another effect of air
pollution. It affects the health and productivity of crops reducing their ability to absorb CO2, altering their
growth and variety. If we make serious progress in eliminating these pollutants we can cut global crop
losses by around 30 million tonnes a year and reduce climate change by .6°C."
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The distribution of the SLCP challenge is interesting: 80% of premature deaths from pollution occur in
Asia and the Pacific while 52% of the crop losses from four major staples occur in North America and
Europe but no region of the world is unaffected.
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In the polar regions and other parts of the world under snow cover, black carbon, which only stays a few
days in the atmosphere, increases the absorption of sunlight and exacerbates melting. With all
development roads now leading to Paris, COP21 and the promise of a new agreement on climate change
in December, the role SLCPs play in global warming should not be overlooked.
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Ms. Molin Valdes said: “The world needs a robust new climate agreement with deep cuts in CO:2
emissions but CO2 has a long lifetime and it will be some time before we start to feel the benefits of
such an agreement. But we know that by taking immediate action on SLCPs we can get tangible results
very quickly especially in preventing deaths from pollution, and reducing near-term climate change and
mitigating extreme weather events. So it is a needed complementary strategy to CO2z reductions.”
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Methane stays in the atmosphere for 12 years and is responsible for half of the observed rise in Os
levels, a powerful greenhouse gas responsible for 150,000 deaths annually. Everyone is familiar with the
sight of flaring oil wells which needlessly produce much of it. It also comes from coal mining, gas
production and inefficient farming practices.
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Partner-led initiatives are leading to action particularly the Oil and Gas Methane Partnership which has
attracted some big industry names. The Agriculture Initiative has developed a manure management
framework and a Global Open Burning Mapping tool to track and tackle pollution linked to burning of
vegetable waste. After three years in existence, the CCAC has launched 11 such initiatives looking at
waste, clean cooking, brick kiln design, heavy-duty diesel, commercial refrigeration (HFCs) and urban health.
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One interesting initiative is the push to replace HFCs of high global warming potential with less harmful
alternatives. HFCs are powerful factory made gases used in air conditioning, refrigeration and aerosols
which replaced ozone depleting substances that are being phased out. They have an average atmospheric
life of 15 years and are among the fastest growing greenhouse gases in the USA, China, India and the
European Union.
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Governments and other partners are responding. Nigeria is moving towards a gas flaring prohibition.
Morocco is replacing old vehicles. Canada is reducing air pollutants like black carbon from industrial and
non-industrial sources. Norway is imposing requirements to extract landfill gas. Bangladesh is converting
brick kilns to clean technologies.
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With the help of CCAC, Bangladesh, Chile, Colombia, Cote D'lvoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Jordan, Liberia,
Maldives, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Peru and Togo are setting up SLCP units that will work across
government ministries to coordinate and enhance mitigation actions.
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Date: 23 Jun 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



New Zealand strong on Sendai Framework FARE Ato| g st

New Zealand is determined to factor in the lessons of the Canterbury earthquakes as it moves ahead
with its implementation of the Sendai Framework. By Andy McElroy
TEAREE Aol d e Adstuad o MY A wES WEA AT Aot

INCHEON, 20 June 2015 - New Zealand has signalled its strong commitment to adopt a ‘whole of
society approach’ to implement the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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The Minister of Civil Defence, the Hon. Nikki Kaye, told senior figures from central and local government,
NGOs, research institutes, universities, the emergency services, community groups and the private sector that the
country is “breaking new ground, which means other countries such as Australia and Italy are looking at us”.
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The Minister told the 300 participants at the New Zealand Symposium on Disaster Risk Reduction, in
Wellington, that this was a landmark occasion as it was “the first time we've held an event aimed at a
whole-of-society approach to disaster risk reduction”.
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“We recognise that more attention must be paid to reducing the underlying risk factors that create
disasters; the hazards and threats we face; and our exposure and vulnerability to them, in terms of
economic and social capital,” Minister Kaye said.

“ee AdTA; AHdde Al - A Asl =E R FAFAEY ZEF Adale Eoled BAA - A
A AR Aol Eo B #4S 7ok dve A d4st AFUTE” g AolFde 2.

"If we're serious about minimising New Zealand's future losses from disaster — protecting the lives and
future prosperity of the country — our goal must be to manage risk, not manage disasters.
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“Nearly 50 New Zealanders attended the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction — a clear
demonstration of the commitment we have to this issue.
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“The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 is the new global blueprint for how nations
should approach disaster risk. The Framework challenges countries to better understand their disaster risk, and
strengthen arrangements to manage it. In other words, move from managing disaster to managing risk.”
“2015-2030 Alttel s H A& AA Zr=o] APl oAAGA HIsokstAlo Wt MZL AlA AR
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Minister Kaye told the symposium that New Zealand was “well advanced in many areas of disaster risk
management” but the challenge remained to “progress the national conversation on managing disaster risk”.
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Among the substantive measures announced by Minister Kaye was Cabinet approval of changes to the
Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 2002 aimed at strengthening community recovery from
disasters. The amended act includes the establishment of a National Recovery Manager role and the
discretion to appoint Local Recovery Managers if required.
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An independent assessment of the response to the Canterbury earthquakes of 2010 and 2011 made
several recommendations that have guided New Zealand's review of its existing set-up to deal with
disasters.
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The country has adopted a comprehensive approach to reviewing its Recovery Framework. For instance,
last year the government released a plan for the temporary relocation of parliament from the capital
Wellington to New Zealand's biggest city Auckland in the event of a major earthquake.
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At the symposium, the Special Envoy for Disaster Risk Reduction, H.E. Phillip Gibson, and Dr. Jo Horrocks,
Principal Advisor Emergency Management, from the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency
Management, gave an overview of the Sendai Framework.
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The event, sub-titled ‘Benchmarking the Sendai Framework’, included sessions aligned with the priorities of
the new global agreement: understanding disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk governance, investing in
disaster risk reduction and resilience, and enhancing disaster risk preparedness.
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Among the many senior figures present were the Mayor of Wellington, Ms. Celia Wade-Brown, and the
Mayor of Christchurch, Ms. Lianne Dalziel.
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The Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management, with the support of the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment, and GNS Science, a New Zealand Crown Research Institute, organized the
symposium.
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Date: 20 Jun 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



Armenia maintains leadership role: Armenia, with ONEA-GETI support, has moved towards the creation
of a database of instructors to boost the country's roll-out of UNISDR’s Making Cities Resilient campaign.
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Viet Nam embraces Sendai Framework call for partnership
WEY, Actel 3l BEUY 23 Tgach

“ I.I' ,
The Director of Da Nang Climate Change Coordination Office Dr Dinh Quang Cuong explains the city's
significant flood risk (Photo: UNISDR) By Andy McEiroy
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DA NANG, 18 June 2015 - The Sendai Framework identifies partnership with the private sector as a vital
element in global efforts to reduce disaster risk. This strategic and inclusive approach is already a reality
in hazard-prone Da Nang, on Viet Nam'’s Central Coast.
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Over the past four years, the local authorities have put public-private sector cooperation at the heart of
their efforts to strengthen the resilience of the port city of one million people.
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Da Nang is hemmed in by mountains on one side and faces the sea on the other. The city, which has the
highest rate of urbanisation in Viet Nam, regularly experiences typhoons, floods and, increasingly, heatwaves.
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The Director of Da Nang Climate Change Coordination Office Dr. Dinh Quang Cuong said a more resilient
business sector was good news for the city's diversified economy, which includes aquaculture, marine
fishing, construction, machinery, steel, rubber, electrics, chemicals, shipbuilding, textiles, tourism and
services.
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"The whole city benefits when jobs and businesses are better protected, particularly in an era of
increasing competition, both nationally and internationally,” Dr. Cuong said.
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“The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction is correct to highlight the importance of the private
sector in the efforts of cities to strengthen their resilience. This is certainly the experience we have had
here in Da Nang over recent years.
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"Our business sector — even smaller and medium enterprises — is very aware of disaster risk because they
directly experience it most years. They are doing impressive things particularly in terms of preparedness.
Having said, we need to expand the focus from business continuity to planning that manages disaster
and climate risk.”
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The Da Nang Climate Change Coordination Office, with the support of UNISDR, convened a ‘Make Your
Business Disaster and Climate Resilient’ forum for more than 30 senior representatives from the private sector.
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Various captains of local industry - including CEOs, Deputy CEOs, Chief Engineers, and Financial
Controllers — affirmed that disaster and climate risk is a genuine threat to their businesses in the face of
more unpredictable and intense hazard trends.
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They agreed that strengthening their disaster and climate risk management mcreasmgly represented an
investment in business competitiveness and sustainability rather than a cost.
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The Da Nang Steel Joint Stock Company, which employees 310 workers and produces 100,000 tonnes of
steel a year, is typical of local enterprises in believing that investment to protect their business is paying off.
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Typhoon Xangsane, which made landfall in September 2006, was the strongest storm in 40 years to lash
Da Nang. The Steel Company was closed for seven days as a result and the whole economy was hit
hard. Da Nang lost the equivalent of 50% of its GDP for the previous year. In total USD 300 million of
direct economic losses were sustained, with roads, telecommunications and power supplies all affected.
Thirty people were killed in the city.
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The experience of Xangsane prompted Da Nang Steel to refit its infrastructure — including various
production facilities, warehouses and offices — to withstand storms of a similar strength in future.
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"Such work represents a longer term investment in a longer term solution,” the company's Deputy
Director Mr. Pham Quy Giap said. "We also now have better contingencies with more supplies and
back-up systems.”
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UNISDR will continue its partnership with Da Nang City. The Climate Change Coordination Office has
requested UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute (GETI), based in Incheon, to support local
officials from the Climate Change Office and other related city development departments in working with
local business to build their disaster resilience. Related training material is now available in the
Vietnamese language.
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The new Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction was adopted at the Third UN World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction, in Japan, in March. More than 350 representatives from the private sector
attended.
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Date: 18 Jun 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



Development financing must be risk-informed M RS Eate R i - £ SRS e

The EU/ACP initiative to build resilience to natural hazards in Africa will be launched next month at the
Financing for Development conference. By Sarah Landelle
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NAIROBI, 17 June 2015 - World leaders will gather in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, next month to focus on the
issue of global development financing. The Third International Conference on Financing for Development
(FfD3) is another key milestone in the post-2015 development agenda aimed at reducing extreme poverty
by 2030.
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It follows on from the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, which in March adopted
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the key aim of which is to reduce disaster risk and
losses substantially over the next 15 years, thereby helping alleviate global poverty.
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Margareta Wahlstrdm, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General and Head of the UN Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), said: “A key element of the Sendai Framework is the insistence on the
fact that public and private investment in disaster risk reduction through structural and non-structural
measures are essential to build resilience to disasters and can result in improved economic growth and
job creation.”
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“The alternative is that disaster losses can feed back into other outcomes such as deteriorating health
and education, and worsening poverty. This in turn heightens future disaster risk for vulnerable groups,”
Ms. Wahlstrém added.
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The Sendai Framework is a global plan, running from 2015 to 2030, the goal of which is to reduce disaster
risk and losses in terms of lives, livelihoods and health, as well as to protect the assets, including the
economic assets, of persons, communities and businesses.
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"When disasters hit, poorer countries, communities, and businesses often struggle to recover,” said Ms.
Wahlstrom. “The world needs a forward-looking agreement on financing for sustainable development
which takes on board the priorities of the Sendai Framework and recognises the importance of
risk-informed investment in urban growth and land development and key areas such as education, health,
and critical infrastructure. If you understand risk then your investments will build resilience to disasters.”
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Water, weather and climate hazards dominate the disaster profile of Sub-Saharan Africa, affecting, on
average, around 12.5 million people per year. In 2014, over 6.8 million people in Africa were directly
affected by a total of 114 recorded disasters.
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There are, however, many examples of disaster risk reduction measures that have been successfully
implemented across the continent. In Ethiopia, micro-insurance and early warning systems have been
introduced to help farmers combat drought and build sustainability.

a2y otz izt Foll 2A AEAor AdgH b e B2 A AZdz=AAE L AT dE ot F
2o Arkelk AR 2 ALt AEE =9457] A8 2Ry 2| FRA 'S A5 AT

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Environment Programme has implemented an initiative
to improve water quality in the Lukaya River basin that integrates an ecological disaster risk reduction
approach. A similar initiative was carried out also in Sudan.
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A policy to implement early warning systems and cyclone-resistant classrooms in Madagascar has reduced
the number of disaster-related deaths in schools since 2006. And in 2014, South Africa pledged to
implement minimum standards to engage older persons in disaster risk reduction and to meet their
needs as part of a campaign by UNISDR for the International Day for Disaster Reduction. Finally,
Mozambique has established an integrated plan for disaster risk reduction and climate change that aims
to address the vulnerability of the country to climate hazards, in particular the capital Maputo, one of the
most densely populated cities in the world.
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These examples are just a small indication of the many activities and programmes that have been or are
being implemented across the region aimed at reducing the risk of disasters and building sustainable
livelihoods.
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The UNISDR is coordinating global efforts to ensure the implementation of the Sendai Framework. As part
of this a new initiative — the "Building Disaster Resilience to Natural Hazards in Sub-Saharan African
Regions, Countries and Communities” programme -- will be implemented in Africa as part of cooperation
between the European Union and the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group of countries.
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The programme focuses on improved planning, weather and climate services, real-time early warning
systems, improved risk knowledge for risk modelling and enhanced financial strategies for decision
making.
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The official launch of the programme in Africa will take place during a side-event at the FfD3, attended
by the programme implementing partners and disaster risk reduction stakeholders for Africa. FfD3 runs
from 13-16 July.
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Date: 17 Jun 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)
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India’s heatwave a lesson for Sendai Framework A=

India's heatwave has hit vulnerable members of the public such as street children particularly hard
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BANGKOK, 12 June 2015 - India's deadly heatwave shows that countries need to switch from disaster

management to managing the risks, in line with the new Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction,

according to one of the country’'s Ieading experts on development.
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“The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction cannot be implemented in Asia without addressing the

increasing risk of heatwave. Any Regional Implementation Plan for Asia must draw from the Ahmedabad

experience. No national landscape of risk can be drawn out in Asia without including heatwave risk,” Mr.

Mihir R. Bhatt, Head of the All India Disaster Mitigation Institute.
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While the overall is bleak, the northwestern city of Ahmedabad, where Mr. Bhatt's institute is based, has

emerged as a role model for curbing the impact of heatwaves.
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More than 2,400 people reportedly have died in India over recent as temperatures soared above 40

degrees Celsius. The real toll is likely to be much higher, given that heat-related illness is often recorded

inaccurately and figures from rural areas are hard to obtain. While the true extent of the loss of health,

livelihoods, and business is still uncertain, it is clear that the impact could have been reduced.
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"Extreme heat events are responsible for more deaths annually than hurrlcanes, lightning, tornadoes,

floods and earthquakes combined. Numerous studies have documented that human-induced climate

change has increased the frequency and severity of heat waves across the globe,” Mr. Bhatt claimed on

the sidelines of UNISDR's Asia Partnership meeting in Bangkok.

“ZHor mid YA, W, BEvoly, &, A BT 4T 74HU}+ B2 dWe stobrba dsyH.
Azko] op7]7t 7| FWEIF AAZ 2 ZHe] FT)9t FEE F7HAIA Be A7 Bavt stk g1

BhEA = %3 UNISDR obrlob stEU4 39 ojasbol A vraich

“The most vulnerable groups are slum dwellers, outside workers, the elderly and the very young. However,

there has yet to be further research done on the impacts to street vendors, beggars, traffic police and

hawkers. In India a street is also a place of work for millions. As a result, almost all day, and most

nights, citizens work on streets of Indian cities and are impacted by heatwaves,” he underlined.
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There has been progress, however, in several key areas, he said.

O



Ty 2 7R F8 okl S ®Hola ki e St

One is the improved accuracy and timeliness of heatwave forecasting over the past four years by the
India Meteorological Department. He also cited local-level efforts to curb the impact of heatwaves which,
while rare, have proven their effectiveness.
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“The Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation health team in Gujarat, India, has worked with Indian Institute of
Public Health and Natural Resources Defence Council teams for over three years to make India’s first
heatwave action plan, which is also rare for Asia,” said Mr. Bhatt.
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“The plan lays out actions that the citizens, the public and private institution, and the enabling policy
makers can take to reduce the negative impact of heatwaves on citizens. The plan has performed over
the years and reduced the impact. Last year fewer citizens died due to heatwave in Ahmedabad and even
less suffered health issues. Drinking more water, standing under shade, are some of the key actions. But
do our cities offer such facilities to common citizens?”
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Ahmedabad’'s Heat Action Plan is exactly the kind of measure called for in the Sendai Framework, a
15-year global roadmap agreed by UN member states at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
in Japan in March. Addressing the health impacts of natural hazards is a key part of the framework.
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The Indian Institute of Public Health and the Natural Resources Defence Council are working hand in
hand to spread Ahmedabad’'s methods to other cities. Not only because of the heatwave - such efforts
also help to improve public health more broadly.
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“For example, ambulance services are now located strategically in places where many calls for help are
issued. Hospitals receive warnings when extreme temperatures are forecast and now have extra ice packs
on hand, and drinking water stations and awareness-building materials are distributed throughout
Ahmedabad. The tradition of parabadi, or public drinking water facility, is being revived,” said Mr. Bhatt.
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The Ahmedabad strategy is four-pronged, starting with public information campaigns about the risks of heat
illness and preventive measures. This year, the city has deployed new media such as mobile messaging and
WhatsApp alongside more traditional means such as wall posters and inter-personal communication.
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Secondly, a warning system maps out what actions various government agencies should take. The third
step involves training healthcare workers to respond better to heat illness. The fourth is about adapting
the physical plan of the city to cope: mapping high-risk areas, making potable water easily accessible and
building temporary cooling spaces during periods of extreme heat.
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"A disaster is also a creative moment in the life of a nation,” Mr. Bhatt underlined. “How to turn this
ongoing and increasing loss of life and livelihoods into the world’s largest national strategy for heatwave
preparedness that not only protects citizen from the impact of heat but in fact reduces the impact itself?”
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Date: 12 Jun 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
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Mayor Ryskul Urkalyevich Kalygulov of Karakol, Kyrgyzstan: 'The Sendai Framework is helping our city
decide what needs to be done to reduce our disaster risk." (Photo: UNISDR) By Andy McElroy
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ALMATY, 11 June 2015 - Those who doubt that the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
translates into a useful policy document at the grassroots level should take a trip to Karakol, in
North-eastern Kyrgyzstan, and spend some time with the city’'s Mayor Ryskul Urkalyevich Kalygulov.
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The leader of Kyrgyzstan's fourth largest city has been further inspired to strengthen his city's resilience after
representing his municipality at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, in Sendai, Japan, in March.
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"After returning from Japan we have had a major campaign to disseminate the main messages of the
Sendai Framework to our population through the local media and various communications. We have done
this because it is an important guide to help our city decide what needs to be done to reduce our
disaster risk,” Mayor Kalygulov said.
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“Being in Sendai was a very good opportunity to learn from the experience of other cities and how they have
developed their capacity in the face of many challenges. This is very valuable since we have returned to Karakol.”
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Mayor Kalygulov was speaking at the ‘Urban Risk Reduction: Making Cities Resilient to Disaster’ workshop,
in Almaty, Kazakhstan, which attracted 31 senior city officials from eight Central Asian and Southern
Caucuses cities: Berd and Noyemberyan (Armenia); Gori and Tblisi (Georgia); Ridder and Ust-Kamenogorsk
(Kazakhstan); and Bishkek and Karakol (Kyrgyzstan).
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Karakol, formerly known as Przhevalsk, is situated at the eastern tip of Issyk Kul Lake, 150km from the
border with China and 380km from the capital Bishkek. It is at risk from several hazards including
earthquakes, landslides, flooding and avalanches.
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The city is a tourism hub for skiing and mountain pursuits. However, other sectors of the economy, which
is dominated by small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), are less buoyant. The city of 65,000 people
is increasingly challenged to retain its younger population. Mayor Kalygulov sees his city's resilience
agenda as a vital part of safeguarding the future health and prosperity of Karakol.
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During the forum, the various city leaders mapped and assessed their municipality’s disaster risk and
identified areas to strengthen their resilience. On return to their cities they will develop more detailed
action plans. UNISDR, with the support of two consultant city DRR experts — one working in Armenia and
Georgia, the other in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan — will support them.
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction highlights the importance of local leadership and local
capacity to achieve its main goal of reducing disaster risk and losses.
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The Head of UNISDR in Central Asia and the Southern Caucuses, Ms Madhavi Malalgoda Ariyabandu, said
the officials from the eight cities “are an example for the region and the rest of the world in taking the
lead to strengthen the resilience of their cities to disasters”.
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“During this partnership we are sharing with you a methodology that is tried and tested after use by
cities all around the world. However, this is only a tool and it is your experience and commitment that
will make it real and useful for your own cities.”
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Mayor Harutyan Manucharyan — local leader of Berd, a municipality of 8,000 people in the north-east of
Armenia — emphasized the need for resilience plans to incorporate lessons from the past.
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"Fortunately we escaped the worst of the devastation of the big earthquake of 1988 in our country
(which killed an estimated 25,000 people) but it showed clearly the need for us to strengthen what I can
call our critical infrastructure such as kindergartens, schools and other important facilities,” Mayor
Manucharyan said.
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Other senior representatives at the forum, which was facilitated by UNISDR's Global Education and
Training Institute (GETI) and supported by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection
Department (ECHO), were: Mayor Vanush Amiraghyan (Noyemberyan, Armenia), Deputy Mayor Giorgi
Razmadze (Gori, Georgia), Deputy Mayor Baurzhan Kurmanbayev (Ridder, Kazakhstan), Deputy Mayor Temir
Emilov (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan), and First Vice Mayor Kolbai Karasartov (Karakol, Kyrgyzstan).
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The training was based on the Ten Essentials of UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient Campaign, which now
has 2,561 members globally.
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
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Poor sanitation and lack of garbage collection is a risk factor in the spread of communicable diseases like
cholera. (Photo: David Gough/IRIN) By Ann Weru
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NAIROBI, 10 June 2015 — A cholera outbreak in Kenya that is concentrated in the informal settlements
shows how entrenched poverty can combine with poor urban planning to breed disasters.
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An estimated 3,459 people have been infected with cholera in the outbreak of whom at least 72 have
died across Kenya, according to the most recent update. Of Kenya's 47 counties, 11 are affected. A
cholera outbreak alert was first issued on 3 February.
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Heavy rains combined with poor environmental sanitation and hygiene practices and the consumption of
contaminated food and water, especially in informal settlements, have been blamed for the spread of the
waterborne disease.
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Sharon Rusu, head of the UNISDR Regional Office for Africa, said: “This biological type of disaster
requires a long-term response which addresses the underlying risk factors as advocated for in the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Epidemics illustrate why we need to shift from disaster
management to disaster risk management and to tackle the root causes which contribute to the spread
of disease.”

UNISDR o}Z @] 7kA A4 & AFR B4 “o]fd AETA Asle Avtol A B4 A WAzl &
BAQ A a4E sdstes 471 dstdol a7HUT dEgH S o w2 AsidedA AAAFE
g2 dsforst=A ot AW A4S FEste ZRAIS Aokt EAE RoFU "

Abbas Gullet, Secretary-General of the Kenyan Red Cross, said: “The situation is under control. We are
working closely with the government to contain the outbreak. It is the underlying issues which need to
be addressed. We need to see a scaled up effort to improve disaster risk management and this means
tackling issues like garbage collection and sanitation. The donors and the host countries need to turn the
promises into real action. The private sector can also play a role.”
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Medical charity Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) has expressed concern at the fast rate of cholera
transmission in Kenya. “MSF is actually particularly worried about the scale and the spread of the
epidemic in Nairobi due to the high population density, particularly as it is now diffused in almost all sub
counties and informal settlements of the city,” said William Hennequin, MSF head of mission in Kenya.
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Most slums in Kenya are located in risk-prone areas and this increases the exposure of their residents to
hazards, says Mr. Mathias Spaliviero, the Senior Human Settlements Officer with UN Habitat's Regional
Office for Africa.
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"The poor can't afford to pay for regularized land, so they often settle in areas prone to flooding, on
slopes and close to garbage dumps. So when there is a minor hazard, it creates a big impact. When you
have an area prone to flooding, waterborne diseases are also likely to occur. Urbanization can be a
fantastic way to develop but if you urbanize in an uncontrolled manner the results can be terrible for the
country,” warns UN Habitat's Spaliviero.
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A multi-dimensional approach is needed, he said. This includes: legislation empowering the local
governments; social policies that support the vulnerable; municipal finance; systems that check speculation
on land; enforcement of building codes; proper urban planning; and the resources for implementation.
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Meanwhile, 14 of 47 countries (30%) within the World Health Organization's (WHO) area of coverage in
Africa have reported cholera outbreaks this year.
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“A total of 20,058 cholera cases including 289 deaths have been reported,” according to WHO at the end
of May. Of the cases, 90% are from Mozambique, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Nigeria and
Kenya. Cholera cases have also been recorded among Burundians who have recently fled their country for
Tanzania.

59 ol WHOOI w2 “289% ARt obge2] ZF 20,058%e Fdet iyt dAs |t 1 ok 15
90%= =xHl A, FaEsts, dolA e}, Avelt. Edzt @ 2o gAYtz ArEe] I7HE W
FEUS Folx e Aoz HuHAn

WHO has provided support to cholera-affected countries in the form of medical expertise, oral cholera
vaccines and the development of prevention and control plans.
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In Kenya, the Cabinet has directed the Cabinet Secretary for Health to raise awareness on cholera
prevention and to map all counties at risk. The Government has requested the Kenya Red Cross Society
to support community level disease control and treatment besides social mobilization and hygiene and
sanitation promotion campaigns.
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)
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Asia meets to implement Sendai Framework ofAlo}7} Altto] 7

Over 90 representatives from 17 countries in Asia and various regional and international organizations
attended this week's ISDR Asia Partnership meeting in Bangkok. (Photo: UNISDR) By Brigitte Leoni
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BANGKOK, 6 June 2015 - Seventeen of the world’s most disaster-prone countries are meeting this week
in Bangkok to discuss how to press forward with implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction across Asia.
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There has been lively debate about how to achieve the Sendai Framework's seven targets with a focus on
reducing mortality, numbers of people affected, economic losses, damage to critical infrastructure and
improving early warning systems.
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Asia is home to 80% of the world’'s disasters ensuing from natural hazards and countries throughout the
region are embracing the Sendai Framework’s switch in emphasis from disaster management to disaster
risk management, seeking to eliminate or mitigate the impact of underlying drivers of risk such as poor
urban planning, non-compliance with building codes and destruction of eco-systems.
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Indonesia, a regional champion of DRR ever since the Indian Ocean tsunami, presented a road map for
the implementation of the Sendai Framework over the next 15 years to the first ISDR Asia Partnership
Meeting held since its adoption.
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Dr. Raditya Jati of the Indonesian National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) said: “Indonesia is facing
many disaster risks and there is a real urgency to put the Sendai Framework into practice as soon as
possible and to deliver a national implementation plan that will be efficient at the local level as well.”
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Indonesia is adjusting its existing Disaster Management Plan to align it with the Sendai Framework. Over
the next four years, the focus will be on making district/city level multi-hazard risk analysis available as
well as damage and loss reports to ensure better understanding of disaster risk.
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Ms. Anoja Seneviratne, Director, Sri Lanka, Disaster Management Centre, said: "We have had an initial
conversation with all stakeholders using the national platform for disaster risk reduction and we have
seen that the preparedness at the local level is not sufficient and more risk assessments are needed. We
are going to disseminate more information on the benefit of risk assessment and risk sensitive
investments encouraging tools such as disaster impact assessments.”
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Indonesia, Mongolia, Thailand and Vietnam stated they have already translated the text of the Sendai
Framework, adopted by UN member States in March, at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
in Sendai, Japan, and endorsed yesterday by the UN General Asssembly.
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The Sendai Framework, the first such agreement to set out targets for a substantial reduction in mortality
and disaster losses, is now available in all six UN official languages.
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Over 90 representatives of Asian national governments and sub-regional intergovernmental organizations,
members of international financial institutions and the private sector, the UN and the civil society are
spending three days considering Asian priorities. They have also been taking on board the findings of the
2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction - "Making Development Sustainable: The
Future of Disaster Risk Management".
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Feng Min Kan, Head of the UNISDR Asia-Pacfic Regional Office said: “We know what can be done to
make Asian communities and nations more resilient against disasters The new Sendai framework offers a
wide range of solutions that are crucial to most Asian economies, which continue to be negatively
affected by disasters.
UNISDR ofef A GAHE2 thaE FRIZE 7 $-2l= obA oA HALS oF =717k Ajsfjol Hop ZFsAsd 74
of &2 & UFUTH AR Qs FAHAN YIS AL LA Ae oA oA FTFA O, Aol
23 FHLAL EAHe ATsAsU ~
"We hope that this IAP meeting will encourage a shift from managing disasters to managing risks, and
guide countries towards more national and local actions that will reduce existing risks and avoid creating
new ones to build a more resilient world.”
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This is particularly urgent in Asia where some 60 per cent of the area expected to be urbanized by 2030
remains to be built, says the GAR 2015.
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The ISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) launched in 2004 meets twice a year and provided the necessary regional
consultation and technical support to implement the 2005-2015 Hyogo Framework for Action which has
now been succeeded by the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030.
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The two IAP meetings also constitute the main preparatory sessions of the Asian Ministerial Conference
for Disaster Risk Reduction which is held every two years and set the main disaster risk reduction agenda
in the region.
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The next Asian Ministerial Conference will be hosted by the Government of India in 2016 and will also
focus on the “Asian Regional implementation plan of the SFDRR".
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The meeting is being attended by representatives from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, East
Timor and Vietnam.
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)



UN General Assembly endorses global disaster risk plan #%3 AAANEIA YIS 525
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UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and UNISDR chief Margareta Wahlstrom briefing the media in Sendai,
Japan, at the World Conference which adopted the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction in
March. (Photo: UNISDR)
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04 June 2015, GENEVA - The head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, Margareta Wahlstrom,
today welcomed the UN General Assembly’s endorsement of a new global plan to reduce deaths and
injuries, the numbers of people affected and economic losses arising from disasters.
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Ms. Wahlstrom said: “The UN General Assembly has moved quickly to endorse the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction which is a sign of strong political support to move ahead on implementation. It is also
significant that it agreed a second resolution calling for the creation of an intergovernmental working
group on indicators which will enable measurement of progress in achieving the targets over the next 15 years.”
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The Sendai Framework was adopted at the Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction in Sendai, Japan, on March 18 following a decade in which over 700,000 people lost their lives,
over 1.4 million were injured, 23 million were displaced and economic losses were over $1.3 trillion.
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Ms. Wahlstrom said: “The UN General Assembly has endorsed a major shift in emphasis from disaster
management to disaster risk management. The world has ample evidence that the creation of new risk
can be avoided and existing levels of risk can be reduced if we eliminate underlying drivers of risk such
as non-compliance with building codes, inappropriate land use and destruction of eco-systems.
It also important to note that the Sendai Framework has extended the scope of disaster risk management
to include both natural and man-made hazards with particular reference to environmental, technological
and biological hazards and risks.”
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+ Download press release in PDF [PDF 562.22 kB]
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Women's leadership in disaster risk reduction el F Aol o4de A

SRSG(Special Representative of the Secretary-General) Margareta Wahlstrdm: 'A stronger engagement of women

is necessary for a more resilient future.'
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Video Statement by SRSG Margareta Wahlstrém to the launch of UNITAR(UN lInstitute for Training and
Research)’s Women's Leadership Programme, Geneva, 28 May 2015
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I wish to thank UNITAR for launching this new “Women's Leadership Programme" and for organising this
session on the leading role of women in the context of weather and climate change discussions, which is
also linked to a stronger role of women in disaster risk reduction.
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In March, in Sendai, Japan, at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, world leaders
and representatives of 187 Member States reaffirmed their commitment to disaster risk reduction and
called for a greater role for all stakeholders including women. In particular, delegates emphasized the
need to depart from traditional views of incapability and stereotyping of women as “vulnerable groups”.
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Weather related events cause more than 80% of disasters worldwide. Disasters affect women, girls, boys
and men differently. Inequality itself is a risk factor undermining disaster risk reduction.
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Many countries involve women and men actively in disaster risk management and planning and have
integrated gender dimensions into risk reduction and disaster response plans.
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Effective climate and weather services should ensure that women have better and equal access to critical
information on hazards, risks, vulnerabilities and preparedness measures. Empowered women strengthen
their leadership through decision-making in managing and reducing disaster risk and in preparing for,
managing and recovering from disasters. This is principal to successful and effective risk reduction action.
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I am sure you will all agree that a stronger engagement of women is necessary in the work towards
building a safer and a more resilient future for all.

A FAFUY. A8 B57F 5] Bop A3 Frh 98 RFe Bo bdsta e vgE fsl &
gstt=d Folstd AR Ae

Without women leading and engaging, such a future is not possible. Thank you for your attention.
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Early warning must make sense X717 E= T %S o] Fojof g

Mr. Michel Jarraud, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (left) and Mr. Elhadj As
Sy, Secretary General of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (right) listen
as Ms. Margareta Wabhlstrom, head of UNISDR (centre left), speaks at a session on the Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk Reduction chaired by Prof. Mieczystaw S. Ostojski, Director-General of the Polish Institute
of Meteorology and Water Management and Permanent Representative of Poland at the World
Meteorological Organization (centre right) (Photo: UNISDR)
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GENEVA, 28 May 2015 - Ensuring weather warnings make sense to the general public will be a key way
to help implement a global pact on disaster risk reduction, participants at the World Meteorological
Organization’s top forum heard today.
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Mr. Michel Jarraud, director-general of the UN agency, told the WMO congress that clarity in early
warning was essential as the world moves to implement the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, a 15-year international accord adopted at a conference in Japan in March.
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The WMO, national meteorological services and their individual staff can play their part by minimizing the
use of “mechanistic warnings” riddled with technical details such as wind speed, Mr. Jarraud said.
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“We need to get away from that and move towards impact-based warnings,” he added, saying forecasters
needed to paint pictures of what could happen if a storm of a particular intensity strikes, and what
action people can take to reduce the impact.
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The need for intelligible warnings from reliable official services is greater in an age where people can
gather information from a bewildering array of sources whose credibility varies, Mr. Jarraud said, adding:
“Multiple sources of warning are a source of confusion, not a source of warning”.
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His comments came at a special congress session on the Sendai Framework, which will guide global
disaster risk reduction through to 2030. It is the successor to the Hyogo Framework for Action, which
when it was adopted in 2005 was the most wide-ranging global disaster risk reduction roadmap ever.
Acto] 75 EEF3] AAdA W 19 olokr]& 2030d7tA 2] AlAl A AAAL S FEE Zlolth ol
2005 AHeE 7HE FEAE AA A 2ElY 21T A P e Asste Aot



"Disaster risk reduction is a top WMO priority,” Mr. Jarraud said, underlining that his agency was working
hand in hand with UNISDR in the Global Framework for Climate Service, which held its first session in
2013 and focuses on developing and applying science-based climate information and services in support of
decision making in climate sensitive sectors.
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Underscoring its importance, the governments that form the WMO congress have eyed a 7.4% budget increase,
with the aim of funding climate work, disaster risk reduction and other areas such as sustainable development.
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The Sendai Framework is a key element of that global agenda. Produced after three years of discussions
among governments, international bodies, civil society and the business sector, it marks a major shift in
approach amid spiraling economic losses from disasters and an increase in the frequency and intensity of
extreme events such as superstorms.
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“We've moved from managing disasters as events to managing the risk of disasters,” said Ms. Margareta
Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR. “This is about prevention and reduction. And if you want to do prevention
and reduction, you need to focus more on the risks than the events,” she told the session.
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Ms. Wahlstrom said meteorological services need to be brought squarely into National Platforms — which
helm countries’ disaster risk reduction activities — and that all branches of government should ensure that
lines of responsibility are clear. Meteorologists also have a crucial role to play in setting disaster risk
reduction standards, she added.
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Mr. Elhadj As Sy, secretary-general of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC), underlined that 75% of disasters are caused by climate-related hazards.
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“We need to take the scientific information to communities in a way that's comprehensible,” Mr. Sy told
the session, noting that with 189 national societies engaging on a daily basis with their public, the IFRC
has its fingers on the pulse.
“HE FEAYU HoE AGAS Y AEA FRE HAE Dart AFUTE” Al AolHs T Al A
Dot A, 15 ey Wil Fodsts 18970 A= A dA| ek 37, [FRCe HAlE ol sttt A5l
“That's the only way that early warning will make sense. But early warning and early alert, if not
accompanied by early action, will not make sense either. We need to reach the most vulnerable. We
need to walk the extra mile,” he said.
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The WMO and national meteorological agencies are drawing up a disaster risk reduction roadmap for
their sector, to complement the Sendai Framework.
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Early warning is just one part of their multi-hazard, multi-disciplinary approach which takes into account
not just the physical damage of weather but also issues such as health impacts, said Mr. Gavin lley of
the UK Met Office at an earlier session. “The aim really, at the end of all of this, is to increase
resilience,” he said. “The Sendai Framework is a huge opportunity.”
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Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Sendai Framework is key: Latin America, Caribbean
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Press Conference on the Declaration of Guatemala by (from left to right) the United Nations Resident
Coordinator in Guatemala Valerie Julian; unidentified interpreter; UN Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos; Executive Secretary of CONRED Alejandro Maldonado; Latin American
Representative for United Nations Office of Humanitarian Affairs Dario Alvarez. (Photo: CONRED)
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PANAMA CITY, Panama, 26 May 2015 - Latin American and Caribbean countries have etched the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction into a regional declaration that sets out their common position
ahead of a key United Nations humanitarian summit next year.
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The Declaration of Guatemala lauds the Sendai Framework as the benchmark for comprehensive risk
management in the post-2015 global developmental agenda, saying it is the “main guideline for a
comprehensive approach to disaster risk management in promoting sustainable development”. Disaster risk
reduction and development are intrinsically linked, given that “poverty, inequality, hunger,
underdevelopment, exclusion, social marginalization and discrimination are causes that exacerbate
vulnerability” to hazards, the declaration notes.
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The declaration was the result of a Latin American and Caribbean regional gathering known as the “VII
Meeting on International Mechanisms of Humanitarian Assistance”. The meeting feeds into preparations for
the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016, and which was held two months after the international community
adopted the Sendai Framework at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Japan. The accord,
which will guide risk reduction efforts through to 2030, is the successor of the Hyogo Framework which
when it was adopted in 2005 was the most encompassing international disaster risk reduction roadmap ever.
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“Humanitarian action should be more than just delivering aid after a disaster. It should empower people,
especially women and girls, to live with dignity,” said Ms. Valerie Amos, the outgoing UN
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator.
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The Sendai Framework builds on what were already keys element of its 2005-2015 predecessor: ensuring
that all players work together to reduce vulnerability and that disasters are not simply viewed as a matter
of humanitarian operations after the event. The new framework also places greater emphasis on reducing
the creation of new risks — for example those associated with climate change or rapid urbanization — with
the goal being to make societies more resilient to the challenges they face.
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"With the addition of the Sendai Framework in the Declaration of Guatemala, humanitarian actors
contribute to building resilience at all levels, and it reinforces the growing tendency to link the issues of
risk management to development processes and not only to the response,” said Mr. Ricardo Mena, Head
of UNIDR’s Regional Office for the Americas of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR).
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Latin America and the Caribbean are particularly vulnerable to meteorological hazards such as hurricanes
and floods, as well as geological threats including landslides and earthquakes.
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According to research by UNISDR on 16 countries in the region, nine out of 10 people were affected by
disasters between 1990 and 2011. Over the same period, estimated economic losses were a minimum of
US$53 billion. The 16 countries were: Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.
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The role of at-risk communities is fundamental to tackling such threats.
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"We can no longer think of the men and women affected by conflict and disasters as mere victims. They
are the first to respond and mobilize. They continue long after the flow of foreign aid has diminished,”
said Ms. Jemilah Mahmood, Head of World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat of the Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
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The regional consultation process in Latin America and the Caribbean was rated by Mahmood as the
"widest conducted to date in all of the regions,” and will provide key inputs to the World Humanitarian
Summit to be held in Istanbul, Turkey in May 2016.
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The region has vast experience of the region in the areas of cooperation, emergency management and
disaster reduction. In preparation for the World Humanitarian Summit, consultations have been conducted
to gather the perspectives of the communities, people affected by humanitarian crises, governments,
regional organizations, the UN system, humanitarian and development organizations, as well as academic
and private sectors from 31 countries. Nearly 5000 people have been consulted, half of whom have been
affected by disasters.
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Besides helping inform the debate ahead of the World Humanitarian Summit, the Sendai Framework is
also feeding into other major global gatherings this year: on financing for development, in July; on
sustainable development; in September; and on climate change, in December.

AAJN=A A LA F3] oo o EES dEed S & 4 9o, Anold"d S &3 & FaAA3 9
of ¥kgHE vk 74 /ErISrtd e 99 A &bt sl 114 7|5 Eks o 5

e b8 o

Date: 26 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction — Regional Office for the Americas (UNISDR AM)



Europe’s roadmap for Sendai Framework o Aol ds 2wy

Programmes like the Roadmap for Europe 2030 are crucial for a continent that faces repeated hazards
such as flooding (Photo: UNDP)
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GENEVA, 22 May 2015 - A disaster resilience education and research Roadmap for Europe 2030 has been
launched in response to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, which was adopted by the
international community in March.
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The roadmap considers the challenges and opportunities that must be addressed by higher education in
Europe if it is to effectively support implementation of the Sendai Framework. Approved by governments
from around the globe at the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, the framework will guide
global efforts through to 2030.
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ANDROID, or the Academic Network for Disaster Resilience to Optimize Educational Development, is
behind the initiative with funding support from the EU Lifelong Learning Programme.
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“In the context of supporting implementation of the Sendai Framework ANDROID’s main focus is closing
the policy-science gap with research that can be put into action,” said Professor Richard Haigh of the
Global Disaster Resilience Centre at the University of Huddersfield, in the United Kingdom.
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"We believe that the absence of such research is a barrier to avoiding the creation of new and reducing
the stock of existing risk,” added Professor Haigh, who is the leader of ANDROID
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In addition to linking research, education and action, ANDROID aims to promote an all-hazard,
problem-focused approach in its research, via a concerted effort to engage with the public to ensure
problems from disaster zones are addressed with solutions calibrated to the local context.
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ANDROID advocates the use of global and regional networks and collaboration with UNISDR's Scientific
and Technical Advisory Group.
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It also calls for greater focus on sharing and disseminating scientific information. A key element of that is
the development of methods and tools for aggregating knowledge, with the aim being to facilitate access
to science, technology and innovation outputs that help inform policy-making and practice.
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Roadmap for Europe 2030 recognizes the challenge posed by a lack of young professionals with the right
skills and knowledge to support the building of resilience in different fields, and promotes the
development of flexible and customizable education programmes to meet this need.
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The ANDROID consortium of applied, human, social and natural scientists, supported by international
organizations and a stakeholder board, worked together to map the field in disaster resilience education,
pool their results and findings, develop interdisciplinary explanations, develop capacity, move forward
innovative education agendas, discuss methods, and inform policy development.
A7) T} olaBARAL Bl APE e S8 - AT - A - AA ASAE2] ANDROD FHd2 A3 =
5o F9& PPty AHE TAAL S Zon, A S DAL, dFe JNdety, 4l
A oAz yrtal, S =osiH, AArids g SOl g =¥t o

+ Roadmap for Europe 2030

Date: 22 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Europe (UNISDR EUR)



Managing urban risk in Africa ofzzj7lel =4 Y ue
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A man stands in front of his dwelling in Nairobi's Kibera slums. (Photo: David Gough/ IRIN) g A7} o]l =
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NAIROBI, 21 May 2015 — Urban planning is a key element in disaster risk preparedness and community
resilience in Africa, say experts.
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Africa is an urbanization hotspot, with 56% of its people predicted to live in urban environments by 2050,
up from 40% in 2014, according to the United Nations, which will put the issue sharply in focus at a
global conference next year.
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While urbanization goes hand-in-hand with development, it is often a driver of risk especially in least
developed and low-income countries. Population growth and increased migration from rural to urban
areas, due to poverty and lack of opportunity, is causing a proliferation of unplanned, risk-prone
settlements in Africa.
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“Sustainable cities are a key component for attaining resilience,” noted Ms. Aisa Kirabo, the Deputy
Executive Director and Assistant Secretary-General of UN-Habitat, the international body focused on
human settlements.
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Ms. Kirabo spoke at a recent UNISDR-moderated event on the role of cities and local governments in
building resilience, held in the Kenyan capital Nairobi during the second session of the Preparatory
Committee for Habitat IlI — the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development
scheduled for October 2016.
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"As we respond to disasters, we need to build back better to enhance urban planning and security of
tenure,” said Ms. Kirabo.
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Highlighting the significance of UN-Habitat's commitment to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction — the 2015-2030 global roadmap adopted by the international community in March at the
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction — she cited stronger land use mechanisms and access to
finance for local authorities. She underlined that two of the framework's four priorities, strengthening
disaster risk governance and investing in disaster risk reduction, are clearly key to resilient cities.
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In a statement delivered on her behalf at the Preparatory Committee, UNISDR's head Margareta
Wahlstrdm noted that the Sendai Framework “recognizes the significance of a rapidly urbanizing planet,
and highlights the need to enhance urban resilience.”
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UN-Habitat's Kirabo, who from 2006-2011 was mayor of Rwandan capital Kigali, added that UN-Habitat
will, alongside partners such as the network for Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), the World
Bank and UNISDR, continue to promote urban resilience.
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Yunus Arikan, Head of Global Policy and Advocacy at ICLEL lauded the Sendai Framework for recognizing
the central role of local authorities and the need for national governments “to empower local authorities
and local communities to reduce disaster risk, including through resources, incentives and decision-making
responsibilities, as appropriate.”
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At another UNISDR-convened event on the Sendai Framework and urban resilience in the post-2015 world,
held during a session of UN-Habitat's Governing Council, Mr. Aldo Biondi, Regional Director of ECHO, the
European Commission’s humanitarian arm, underscored the need to avoid transferring risk from rural to
urban settings. He recommended that the underlying causes of disaster risk, extreme poverty and
destitution be addressed, and that the right balance be struck between growth and investment.
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That investment is central to reducing urban risk is clear. UNISDR's 2015 Global Assessment Report
projected that an investment of US$6 billion annually in disaster risk reduction would result in avoided
losses of US$360 billion over the next 15 years. The Sendai Framework offers guidance to avoiding
significant disaster losses, not least in urban centres.
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According to UN-Habitat, the Sendai Framework is a "vital element” to ensure safe and resilient cities in
the future. Like its 2005-2015 predecessor, the Hyogo Framework for Action, it clearly flags the links
between strategic settlement planning, development and management, with a focus on the poor and
human rights, as well as the promotion of sustainable use and management of ecosystems.
UNQUIZEAFAE o] =™, dge]dsg 2 vz Aol Astal 3 =AIE Bt 28400 o3¢
2005~2015 &8 F7FH I o), Anoeldd 2 RFEaket QIzte] Aol 2He FiL, AH7Hsd 283 AH
A #de 28 A=A 830 AL 2 dy gl 28 E9HEHA AL T

O

Date: 21 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Africa (UNISDR AF)



Sendai Framework raised at World Health Assembly(WHA: WHO<| o] A2 A 7] )
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Delegates unanimously elected Mr Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda, Minister of Health and Family Welfare of
India, as the President of the Sixty-eighth World Health Assembly. Here Mr Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda
lights a candle in the Assembly Hall of the World Health Assembly for health workers killed in line of
duty. (Photo: Violaine Martin/WHO)
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GENEVA, 20 May 2015 - In a statement to the 68th World Health Assembly, the UN Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction (UNISDR), today said that the new Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction “has fully
embraced the concept of health resilience and recognized that it must be a key area of focus for disaster
risk reduction in the immediate future if we are to succeed in reducing existing levels of risk, and to
avoid the creation of new risk.”
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was adopted by Member States on March
18, 2015 at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan.
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Dr. Chadia Wannous, UNISDR's health focal point, expressed UNISDR's condolences to the Government
and people of Nepal on the loss of over 8,000 lives and said: “The April 25 earthquake and continuing
seismic activity in Nepal have underlined the importance of disaster risk reduction efforts in hazard prone
areas around the world and how critical it is to ensure a full understanding of the health consequences
of such events. ”
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“The Sendai Framework is an opportunity for countries to shift their focus from managing disasters to
managing risks which requires a better understanding of risk in all its dimensions of vulnerability and
exposure, a key priority for disaster risk reduction over the next fifteen years.
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“The Framework goes beyond natural hazards. It maps out a broad, people-centred approach to disaster
risk reduction which applies to small and large-scale disasters caused by natural or man-made hazards as
well as related environmental, technological and biological hazards and risks.
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“The health status of disaster-exposed populations is central to the achievement of the overall goal of the
Framework of achieving a substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health.
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“A strong health sector is a vital part of building people’s resilience to disasters. Priority 3 of the Sendai
Framework calls for public and private investment in disaster risk prevention including in health facilities
and other life-saving and harm-reducing measures.
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“The importance of this can be definitely understood against the backdrop of Nepal earthquake where
three district hospitals and hundreds of health posts were destroyed.”
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Dr. Wannous stressed that the Sendai Framework «calls for building back better and “enhanced
cooperation between health authorities and other relevant stakeholders at global and regional levels” to
strengthen country capacity for disaster risk management for health, to implement the International Health
Regulations and to build resilient health systems.
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National health systems can be made more resilient by integrating disaster risk management into primary,
secondary and tertiary health care, especially at the local level, and by the development of the capacity
of health workers in understanding disaster risk and applying and implementing disaster risk approaches
in health work.
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Date: 20 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



A lucky escape for Nepal's schoolchildren Y ofdsty oA g xee E=

Schoolchildren in Pokhara, Nepal. (Photo: Australian Aid) Ul X7}e}e] A=

GENEVA, 11 May 2015 - The death toll among Nepali schoolchildren would have been significant if the
7.8 magnitude earthquake had struck on a school day instead of a Saturday, the only day when schools
are completely closed. This stroke of luck ensured there was no repetition of the thousands of deaths among
schoolchildren which occurred as a result of major earthquakes in the last decade in China, Haiti and Pakistan.
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Such an outcome would have drawn attention to the fact that despite years of lobbying by the National
Society for Earthquake Technology (NSET), just 350 to 400 out of 35,000 public and private schools have
been retrofitted. Most of these retrofitted schools are in the Kathmandu valley where many are now
being used as shelters for the earthquake displaced. According to the Department of Education, 14,500
classrooms were destroyed in the April 25 earthquake.
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NSET Director, Amod Mani Dixit, said: “There are hundreds of schools still standing proudly at a cost of
$30 per child. When 1 first started talking about retrofitting schools nobody trusted us, asking how a
poor country like Nepal could do that. I said I will do it in my own way and my job is to avoid deaths
in schools. There are 80,000 school buildings in Nepal, part of over 35000 schools, public and private, and
60,000 buildings require retrofitting. Who is going to do that? We have demonstrated that it is possible to
do it and that the cost is not high if you use local methodology.”
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Mr. Dixit's strategy was vindicated in a message he received from Prof. Kimiro Meguro, Director of the
International Centre for Urban Safety Engineering at the University of Tokyo who has been surveying the damage.
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Prof. Meguro wrote: "Through our survey, I could have very good impression that school buildings
retrofitted by school safety program by the NSET are all OK and PP-band retrofitted adobe with mud
mortar house has almost no damage in spite of damage to burnt brick structures around it. I really
recognized the importance of pre-event countermeasures, especially retrofit of weak structures and of
contribution by private sectors including financial sectors."
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In a post on Facebook, Mr. Dixit wrote: “I shared the above because I am very proud of the work that
the excellent staff of NSET have done since 1993 in aspects of earthquake risk management in Nepal and
the region. I am proud of NSET's School Earthquake Safety Program(SESP), Hospital Earthquake Safety
Program(HESP), Municipality Earthquake Safety Program(MESP) which includes Building Code Implementation
Project, Mason Training Program, and so many other innovative programs.”
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In order to meet the Millennium Development Goal of Education for all, thousands of classrooms were built in recent
years and it is difficult to find anyone who can say with certainty that they were all built according to the Building Code.
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As Gail Marzetti, the head of the UK's Department for International Development wrote recently: “disaster risk
reduction cannot be a standalone process. Measures such as working towards safer buildings must be
integrated across sectors and with all stakeholders to limit the impact of disaster, and safeguard our progress
in development and poverty reduction.”
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Talking to UNISDR, Mr. Dixit said that there were high hopes that disaster risk management would
become embedded in government processes following the 1988 earthquake in Dharan which killed 709
people and work got underway on a building code which was legally adopted ten years later. However,
without a national disaster management agency and low capacity at regional and municipal levels, there
has been no reliable compliance mechanism in place.
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This is why in 1997, NSET embarked on a programme to target the masons and small contractors responsible
for almost 80% of construction in Nepal which takes place without the involvement of an engineer.
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Mr. Dixit said: “We have trained 5000 masons but we need to be training 2,000 every year if we are to
meet the challenges of development.”

YAIEH: “T15<E 5,000 9] 3-S5 FHsiou /i EAAAE Srehr] flsiAe wid 2,0008-S otk
When it comes to ensuring the safety of hospitals and health facilities, the challenges are even greater.
Lack of funding means that no hospital in Nepal has ever been retrofitted despite dire predictions that
many of them would collapse and be rendered non-functional if hit by a major earthquake.
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“We have made an assessment of the 24 largest hospitals in Nepal twelve years ago and only three of them would
have no casualties but functionality would be impaired, and the rest would not be functional. We were lucky that
the distribution of the intensity from this earthquake and the level of shaking was positive for the hospitals in
Kathmandu. We have to be better prepared that is the message we get from this earthquake,” said Mr. Dixit.
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One bright spot on the horizon is the NSET Municipality Earthquake Safety Programme. Starting with
Dharan which was shattered by the 1988 earthquake, NSET has been working for the last three years with
30 municipalities on implementing the building code and reports good results.
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Mr. Dixit concludes: “If we all work together with the Department of Urban Development and the Ministry
of Local Government, miracles can happen. It will take about ten years to show real results but already
we can see results in buildings not affected in municipalities like Vyas and Baratpur.”
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Date: 11 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
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Geneva's perfect flood management Adake] &9 34 A

The sediment-heavy River Arve flows into the River Rhone in Geneva By Jonathan Fowler
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GENEVA, 5 May 2015 - The Swiss city of Geneva has been scrambling to stave off flooding as heavy rain
pours down into mountain streams and swells rivers. Its success in meeting the crisis head-on
underscores the importance of long-term planning to reduce disaster risk.
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The key has been to work hand in hand with local authorities in neighbouring France, whose territory all
but rings Geneva, with towns such as Annemasse sitting right by the border.
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Geneva is Switzerland’'s second biggest city and a major economic hub, home to leading banks,
multinationals and start-ups, as well as hosting the European base of the United Nations. It is keenly
aware of the risks posed by flooding, given its mix of densely-populated districts and critical infrastructure
on the banks of Lake Geneva and watercourses such as River Rhone and River Arve.

Advts 292 F HA & =AW AE AFAl sB=, UNS Fy7%ola AlAl oo 23, =4
714, A7) ZAA It Avbbs JIFEE & AYQoF At 55 ¥y 87, of2 B 2e F
2 flo] F8 A=zt 2ol v Y FE I3 AP s =713 Ao

The Arve, which rises in the French Alps and flows into the Rhone in Geneva, has swollen to levels
unseen since 1968. Over the space of just 24 hours between Friday and Saturday, its per-second flow
increased tenfold from 90 cubic metres to a mighty 905, sparking a red alert.
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Municipal employees have worked round the clock to protect the riverside district, which is home to
thousands of residents as well as the local equivalent of Silicon Valley. Bridges were closed as a
precaution and the curious were warned to stay away.
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"On no account must pedestrians cross the security perimeter. The risk of drowning, landslides or falling
trees remains high,” Geneva police said.
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While such risks persisted, and the water levels were expected to remain high for a week, the spectre of
flooding in the city was gradually subsiding on Tuesday.
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Avoiding a crisis has in part been a matter of good luck, because the water levels in Lake Geneva were
low enough to offset those in the Arve. But the lack of fatalities or even major damage is also testimony
to a forward-thinking approach that treats disasters as anything but natural, and seeks to reduce risk
rather than simply preparing an emergency response.
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Since 1998, Geneva and French authorities have together worked to identify and lower flood risks in the
cross-border streams and rivers which represent the majority of those flowing into Geneva. A key measure
has been to allow nature to take its course.
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“In the past, we used to channel streams and thereby free up land for construction,” Alexandre Wisard of
Geneva's Water Department told the Tribune de Geneve, the local newspaper.

“Since then the philosophy has changed. Rather than building walls, we give streams more space in order
to absorb flood waters,” he explained. "People used to think that we were doing this to protect frogs
and flowers, but it's actually a security issue t0o.”
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The restoration of marshlands which help soak up flood waters, and the creation of overflow basins, have
been other key elements of the strategy.
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Over the past 16 years, the equivalent of US$75 million has been invested in projects in the Geneva area.
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On the French side, meanwhile, investment on the River Arve alone has reached the equivalent of US$168
million over two decades. Part was spent on buying land to create a 600-hectare flood-absorbing zone
above the community of Bonneville, and similar projects are underway.
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That has not been without controversy, given that it involves freezing building rights and leaving farmland
open to the risk of flooding in order to protect urban areas.
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“But if we hadn't done anything, there would have been damage. Annemasse and Geneva would have been hit,
and there might even have been fatalities,” said Martial Saddier, head of the River Arve management authority.
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Public awareness is an equally important part of the flood strategy, with a dedicated real-time website
enabling residents to understand current and future risk.

o] Ql2lo] FRIEC] dAe}t v HFS LA sk MM AARE YAl ES) 3] Sxeke] T8 dFolth
According to John Harding, an expert at the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the fact that Geneva
prepares risk maps based on estimated peak flows for a certain return period and identifies at risk zones
along the river is one of the reason no lives were lost and economic damages remained low.

“Knowledge of the potential hotspots along the river without a doubt also contributed to the
effectiveness of the interventions by the emergency services. The long term investments by the Swiss and
the French authorities in the protection of their rivers, which among other benefits, increases their natural
capacity to absorb flood waters, have probably avoided much larger destruction of infrastructures and
saved a considerable amount of taxpayers money,” he said.

"It shows that cities such as Geneva, that may not be identified as at high risk to disaster impacts, are
also concerned by the recommendations and guidance contained in the recently-approved Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Their experience and knowhow can also contribute to efforts in
other cities around the world.”
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Date: 5 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Canada invests in disaster mitigation e}, A& AL EAFshok
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OTTAWA, 1 May 2015 - The Canadian Ministry of Public Safety and Emergency
Preparedness of Canada has launched the first call for proposals within the CAD$ 200
million (approx. US$ 165 million) National Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP), as part
of the Government's commitment to build safer and more resilient communities.
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In recognition of increasing disaster risks and costs, the NDMP will address rising flood risks and build
the foundation for future informed mitigation investments that could reduce, or even negate, the effects
of flood events. More than 85% of all funded disaster recovery efforts have been flood-related, Public
Safety Canada reports.
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Mr. Steven Blaney, Canada's Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, said: “This important
investment will help reduce flood-related costs for all levels of government and help Canadians in
high-risk communities avoid the heartache associated with recurring flooding in their communities”.
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Through this five year program, provinces and territories will be able to apply for cost-sharing for flood
prevention and mitigation projects. Public Safety Canada will work with provinces, territories and other
partners on the assessment criteria for projects funded by the NDMP. The NDMP will be a merit based
process where projects may be selected using objective and measurable criteria such as risk assessments,
project readiness and return on investment for proposed projects.
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Provincial and territorial (P/T) governments are the eligible recipients for project funding under the NDMP.
However, P/Ts are encouraged to engage their respective communities and other various stakeholders in
planning and proposing NDMP projects, and also to work in partnership with them to undertake these projects.
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The Government of Canada will cost-share up to 50% of eligible provincial project costs and up to 75%
of eligible project costs in the territories. Eligible projects could include both non-structural investments,
such as flood-mapping and forecasting, and small-scale structural investments, such as retrofitting or
modernizing existing buildings to improve resiliency.
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This funding is in addition to the investments made under the CAD$53 billion New Building Canada Fund
announced in 2013, which includes a CAD$14 billion fund for mitigation and disaster risk reduction that
consist of a national infrastructure component to support projects of national significance; a
provincial-territorial infrastructure component for projects of national, regional and local significance; and a
funding for public-private partnerships.
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The NDMP reflect the Canadian government shift towards a proactive disaster relief model that will better
protect Canadians and their communities from the costs and heartache associated with reoccurring
flooding. These investments will allow Canadian jurisdictions to gain a broader understanding of the risks
faced across the country and contribute to building resilient communities.
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Source: Public Safety Canada
Date: 1 May 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)




Nepal scrambles in aftermath of quake U2, A9 ofutol QxRS 223 Ut
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The massive earthquake has caused devastation in Nepal, one of the world's most hazard-prone countries
(CAFOD/Edyta Stepczak)
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By Jonathan Fowler

Geneva, 26 April 2015 - Nepal was scrambling on Sunday to save the lives of people trapped in the
rubble following the country's devastating earthquake, as the death toll mounted to 2,000, and the
population of affected areas remained outdoors as aftershocks continued to rock the country.
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A day after the 7.8-magnitude quake struck Nepal's Western and Central Regions, including the
densely-populated Kathmandu Valley, rescue workers were combing through the debris of collapsed
buildings. Their task was complicated by the blocked narrow streets, and the impact of 6.7-magnitude
aftershocks
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A massive effort was underway to help the more than 4,600 people injured by the quake and the many
thousands more displaced in Nepal, one of the world's most hazard-prone countries.
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"It was the worst earthquake I have ever experienced in my life. The aftershocks are still strong. The
indications so far are that this is a major emergency," said Fr. Pius Perumana S.J, Director of Caritas
Nepal, in Kathmandu. "Lots of houses have fallen down and there are lots with cracks. Thank God it was
during the day and on a holiday as many people were outside when the quake happened. Rescue is the
first priority. Lots of people have lost their homes and are out on the street or in open spaces, so we
will be looking to provide them with food and temporary shelter."
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Hospitals in Kathmandu Valley were overcrowded, running low on supplies and short of morgue space.
Medical workers were treating people in the streets. Shortages of food and water were compounding the
difficulties for the displaced population.
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Nepal's government has appealed for international assistance, including to bolster its search and rescue
capacity, as well as for medical teams and supplies, tents for makeshift hospitals, body bags, heavy
equipment for rubble removal, and helicopters for transport and to reach blocked-off areas.
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Earthquakes are starkly familiar in Nepal. The deadliest on record is the 8.4-magnitude quake of 1934, which
claimed more than 8,000 lives and levelled around 70 percent of the buildings in the Kathmandu Valley.
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Eight decades later, population growth and urbanization has raised the spectre of an even greater impact if
a similarly-powerful earthquake were to strike -- estimates put the potential toll at more than 100,000 dead,
200,000 injured and up to two million displaced.
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Nepali expert Dr. Roshan Bhakta Bhandari, who has studied the 1934 disaster in depth, said the role of
local residents as first responders was crucial in the current crisis.

"My initial impression shows that social capital and mutual self help has still been a crucial force for
immediate rescue and recovery. Hats off to good social bonding and proactive survivors who has been
toiling hard to save the lives of others," Dr. Bhandari said.

1934 AdS A=A 73 vlF A&7 24 0o vk A5l

So qPol @A A FFAA WS
Fastta Tt A9 RAFS ANH g} FRgEs S

Tz 9 Pydo 4% o] A

|
1 RS
QYT Be ARES i) A8 B T ASH At FEAA YEASA FE TFUL
Among the areas of concern are limited resources for rescue and recovery -- though mounting

international support, including from neighbouring India, was offering a glimmer of hope -- Dr. Bhandari
added. Others were damage to critical services such as drinking water and electricity, transport
infrastructure and, in the longer term, loss of heritage sites -- the historic Dharahara tower in Kathmandu
is one of the buildings that crumbled in the earthquake.
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In addition to earthquakes, mountainous Nepal is also vulnerable to flooding, landslides, avalanches and
glacial lake bursts. Mindful of that, the government in 2009 created the Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium
(NRRC) along with international organizations. Annual spending on disaster risk reduction grew from
barely US$8 million a decade ago to around US$40 million in 2013.
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The NRRC coordinates much-needed disaster risk reduction efforts, with five priority areas: school and
hospital safety; emergency preparedness and response; flood management in the Koshi river basin;
community based disaster risk management; and policy and institutional support for disaster risk
management. While helping the country improve its preparedness, the NRRC focus has shown all too
clearly the scale of the challenges, notably due to unplanned urbanization and a failure to respect
building codes, as well as the extent of the work still to be done.
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Retrofitting of schools to make them earthquake-resistant is a case in point.
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The impact of the earthquake could have been far worse had it struck on an weekday, underlined
US-based hazard expert Ben Wisner, who had on Tuesday returned after spending three weeks in Nepal,
hosted by the Nepal Society for Earthquake Technology (NSET). "Fortunately students were not in schools
on Saturday. Of the 10,000 schools in the Kathmandu Valley -- half of the country's schools -- only 260
have been assessed and retrofitted," he said.
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Wisner said there had been major strides thanks to NSET, other Nepali and international NGOs, the Nepal
Red Cross and municipal governments, with local-level disaster preparedness and response plans,
earthquake-aware construction, better building code enforcement in some historic areas, the creation of
scores of open-air evacuation sites for people displaced by quakes, training in some cities in light search
and rescue and pre-positioning of tools for this purpose. "I am sure lives were saved because of these
efforts," he said.
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"Recovery in Nepal has got to involve best construction practice and a redoubling of efforts in
non-structural mitigation, preparedness and reduction of risk from secondary hazards," he added, pointing
to risks from industrial sites.
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Date: 26 Apr 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Local governments lead resilience in Jordan
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The Jordanian municipality of Salt has become a leader in disaster resilience (Photo: UNISDR)
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SALT, 22 April 2015 - Municipalities are taking the lead in Jordan to help build resilience to disasters, in
the wake of recurrent winter storms that have seen heavy snow, rainfall and high winds cause power
cuts, road closures and flooded homes.
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Salt, the capital of the northwestern Balga Governorate, is one of five municipalities following the path
charted by communities such as Petra and Agaba. Like neighboring Jerash and Zarga, as well as Irbid in
the far north, and Madaba in central Jordan, Salt recently set up a Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Unit to oversee activities in close cooperation with the Higher Council of Civil Defense.
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Severe snow storms are no longer an exception in Jordan, and this year preemptive measures resulted in
improved coordination between national and local authorities.
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"During this year's storm we had more authority and leverage to work at the local level but we still need
more support from the national government in terms of building capacities, financial resources and raising
awareness among our communities," explained Khaled Al Khashman, mayor of Salt.
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Awad Karacha, assistant governor of Jerash, said preparedness paid off: "We are pleased to state that for
the first time this year Jerash Governorate was not in lockdown due to the snowstorm. We learned from
our mistakes last year and we were prepared when it hit because we took preventive measures that
ensured continuity for the community.”
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Spread across three mountains and the valleys between them, Salt is home to about 80,000 people. When
Jordan was established in the second decade of the 20th century, it was one of the first cities to initiate a
major rehabilitation program of roads, parks and other amenities. In 1927, a powerful earthquake struck
the city, claiming 242 lives. In the aftermath, the local authorities contributed significantly to the
rehabilitation of many of the damaged houses. Today, reducing disaster risk remains a top priority.
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Sharing Salt's lessons, Mayor Al Khashman has just organized a study tour for disaster risk reduction
experts from Jordan's Ministry of Interior, five governorates and fellow municipalities. "We need to have a
common understanding at both the national and local level of what disaster risk reduction means. We
need to move from response to preventive measures and for that we have to ensure that there is a
national strategy in place that takes into consideration the local level needs," he explained.
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Jordan is introducing measures to decentralize power. The legislation, currently being reviewed by parliament,
will enable municipalities and governorate councils to improve their performance and upgrade their services.
g2 d¥s Bd3ste =AE Edsta At e A HAEHIL = WA AEARTA S
T 37t 715 NS AR2=E FEE 5 A & Aeln

"The proposed law will bring local governments the authority to lead preventive and response actions in
case of a disaster. This has been a major challenge in past emergencies such as the winter storm Alexa
which swept through the Mediterranean two years ago", said Nayef El Khouri, program officer at the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), which is working to strengthen disaster risk
management capacities in Jordan. The 2013 storm was the worst recorded in decades in the region,
blocking all main roads in the capital Amman, shutting down government offices and stretching disaster
preparedness and management activities.
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With support from SDC and UNISDR, the five municipalities have drafted a resilience action plan in line with
the "10 Essentials" of UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient campaign, in close coordination with their governorates.
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Besides facing snow storms, floods and landslides, Jordan is highly earthquake-prone due to its proximity to
the Rift Valley which separates the African and Asian tectonic plates. According to its national disaster loss
database, between 1981-2012 the country experienced 665 disasters, with 165 deaths primarily caused by
floods and storms, and more than 336,000 people affected. Estimated economic losses were US$401 million.
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It also bears the brunt of man-made crises. "Jordan has been facing ongoing refugee influxes from
neighboring countries such as Palestine, Iraq, Lebanon, and more recently Syria, over the past decades.
Those refugees are the most vulnerable group that would be affected in case a disaster happens and
should be taken into consideration,” said Saud Quran, a Jordanian disaster risk reduction expert.
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Date: 22 Apr 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Arab States (UNISDR ROAS)



ICC Georgia Workshop “Make Your Business Disaster & Climate Resilient”
ZAoF AGE )& faF At Z1Fstel A7t 71d wHer)”

On April 20-21 ICC Georgia in partnership with The Global Education and Training Institute of the United
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR-GETI) organized a two-day workshop “Make Your
Business Disaster & Climate Resilient”.
UNISDR-GETI®} tEY #AA ] A& Ao FA13E3]JA0CO= 4.20~21 FLzre] “Asfiet 7] Fwstol] 24
g 719 HE71” HAase s

The Workshop was held at Betsy's Hotel, where the private sector representatives had the opportunity to
discuss the following topics: mapping threats & opportunities, prevention of future business risks M3
Global Trends facing Business, vulnerability of SMEs and other issues. The workshop was extremely
interactive that included Q & A and team work sessions, as well as case studies.

Aage MATLAAN AR, T ESe] 53 22 FA: /7iek 7139 wig, M3 7]ge] A4
stal = AIAA FA B T2 AsFH G 5 Pl 714 9 Al tis B8 713 E JH T

The second day of the workshop will cover the following topics: M4 Business Continuity & Your
Enterprise, M5 “Smart” Disaster & Climate Resilient Business in Action and M6 The Business Case For
Disaster & Climate Risk Management.

T ORA EL e 22 FA M4 Blay s g FAle] 1, M5 2ntERE Asiel 7] Fol ARk 714
BE, M6 714l Asiok 715 AP AHEHE GFAH.

ICC Georgia is the largest and most vocal global Business Association, it includes over 350 corporate and
youth members and 28 business associations. The International Chamber of Commerce is the largest
business organization in the world that includes over 6.5 million businesses and chambers of commerce.
ICC consults regularly at the global level with the G8, G20, the World Bank, WTO, WCO and the UN.
ZAof FAFFI ) iE 7P A3 T 98 AAA ZIdEIZ, 35071 719 B2 Fd3, 28709 71
dI s wepdn. FAdEEolas AAAA 7HE 2 ZId2A e Z 65070 1Y B AEdelas I
ICC= G8, G20, AlAI3, WTO, WCO, UN 53 A AA 2 oA Arjxes AL 3o



GETI to lead Singapore aid for developing countries on new disaster risk framework
GETI A2 AHALZAYL o ME 4rhE NA=ds 928 FEsich

Devastation in Port Vila, Vanuatu, in the wake of Category 5 Cyclone Pam. (Photo: Alice Clements/UNICEF
Pacific and Humans of Vanuatu)
20159 55 B Aol FEOE FANA whrolE £ TEW

INCHEON, 13 April 2015 — UNISDR will collaborate with Singapore on a specialized training course for
developing countries, in particular Small Island Developing States (SIDS), on the front line of climate change.
Q14, 2015.04.13 - UNISDR&= /NI == E3] 7Tl Qe FAEANTE=4=(SIDS)S g d&
WS FGol Atz FHE Aol

And it is UNISDR’s Global Education and Training Institute (GETI), based in Incheon, Republic of Korea,
that will take a leading role in the capacity building initiative.

A el 9= UNISDR’ s GETIE ¥l AN LA o] d=dds & Zlojth

Singapore and UNISDR will conduct a specialised training in Singapore in October 2015. It will support
developing countries in their implementation of the outcomes of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction.

A7k 29 UNISDR2 20151 10€ A7FEAA HAEns3448e NAEE Zoltt. ol Altte] AsiAEzt =8
Yol ARES Agste Aoz MAEATS 54 2 Aot

Experts from Singapore and UNISDR, including GETI, will share their expertise on setting up early warning
systems, conducting vulnerability assessments through economic risk analysis, catastrophe assessment,
formulating emergency preparedness plans, building resilience in public health systems, climate change
adaptation and mitigation measures, and sustainable urban planning.

A7F£ 29} UNISDR B! GETI®| ME7HEX7IFEAIZE 75, A4 A4S 53 AsHFAE "7h A
B7F, HIEAE T RIA Y Y, TSRO B, 7158 2SS 2 AL, SAAAA S FollA HEAA
= sl 2 Aotk

Singapore’s Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Law, Mr. K. Shanmugam said: “As a small island
state, Singapore is vulnerable to natural and man-made disaster threats. Our approach has been to plan for
the long term by integrating DRR considerations into our national development plans and policies. We hope
that our friends will benefit from some of our experience in this field, in particular those from small island
states facing similar challenges like us.”

A7tz 2 W EEAH Mr. K. Shanmugam : “AVIEEE FAEATOZ 29 D A9F At e FH
Ut 8 A2 AV dEoE AAEAUNA S IUPNIE AE B2 AR Tt asiEs A
dut g $8 =, 53 S 22 FAEAMTEC] o EofilMe (e APorRE HYL
= g 32 A9gdyn.”

The head of UNISDR, Ms Margareta Wahlistrom said: “This partnership between UNISDR and the
Government of Singapore will support least developed countries and small island developing states in
implementation of the post-2015 framework for DRR. UNISDR will draw on the experience of the Global
Education and Training Institute in Incheon, Republic of Korea, which has trained over 1,800 government
officials on various aspects of disaster risk reduction over the last four years, from 73 countries.”



UNISDH & np7telel 92EE :© “o] UNISDR¥} A7lz = 7t stEV4ge £2E-2015 Af47d Zdd9
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A Z 7ok 1,800 ] FF-HEES wsTH2 A GETIS] @<L ol&3tA 2 AYYnh.”

The course will address the needs of SIDS that are particularly vulnerable to cyclones. Singapore will also
offer US$50,000 to Vanuatu for immediate humanitarian assistance in the wake of Cyclone Pam.
B8 53] Ato]F &0 FHU wAEANTEE=Y] BaAFdS oFA 2 Aot A7tE=2&s =3
2015 FAPo]FEo|F S7H2Q JAEZ A PoZ nppolEF T sutdHE AFd Aol

This course will be conducted under the Singapore Cooperation Programme (SCP), which is the primary
platform through which Singapore extends technical assistance to over 170 countries. It will be in addition
to the dedicated technical assistance package for SIDS that Singapore announced at the Third International
Conference on SIDS held in Samoa from 1-4 September 2014 which provides customised training in
disaster management, sustainable development and non-traditional security.

of WEHAH L AIIEEI INANFOE J&ADG Sojsle Fa Azu JE=2FYAd shol 49D
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Date: 16 Mar 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



Urban resilience goes on-line SA A 2l WS g vhA

Mr McFarlane (left) with Ms Fegan-Wyles at the official launch of the new E-learning course. (Photo: UNISDR)
g WA e oY, E-vd wsHA A By Andy McElroy

INCHEON, 9 April 2015 - Disaster risk reduction has entered the exciting world of E-learning with the
launch of an on-line course aimed at officials and practitioners working to strengthen urban resilience.
13, 2015.04.09. - AADEAS =4 BAsH A3E fdl mH€es 3 7L AFAE e R ke &
el AS5AA-S SAIF R E-dY e FrEE AlAd JAYdstA HATh

The new course — ‘Urban Risk Reduction: Developing and Implementing Resilience Action Plans for Cities’ —
was unveiled at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction to boost the implementation of
UNISDR’s Making Cities Resilient campaign.

MzE w5AA- ‘E=AANEHE =4 FABEAZ N 8l A’ 2 Ad 34 A& Alrko] UNAA A 3]
7378l ool Al UNISDRE] Ajafol] 43k =A vbE7] A o) ZFsts fla TxHAS

More than 300 DRR policymakers and practitioners from around the world applied to be part of the first
intake and the 30 selected started Module 1 this week (see below).

AAAZRE 3009 oldel ANAZ BAYLA B A4S A WA Zae] AANAT 1F AP 30
gol ol F wE 12 A=

The course, jointly developed by the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and the UN Institute
for Training and Research (UNITAR), has been piloted in 13 countries in response to demand from local
governments wanting to boost their capacity to implement the Campaign’'s Ten Essentials.

UNISDR# UNITAR(UNE#H ZAAF42)7F 3 /e B uS3A -2 107] A3 d-das Adstr] o8] &
AY Axs dske AT 275 Wgste] 137]=lA F= 2

The Executive Director of UNITAR, Ms Sally Fegan-Wyles, said the training would contribute to building
safer and more resilient communities.

UNITAR ARHFE, A ot 2 A= o wgFde] B ¢hdsta Bddge] s ASE F53ke H 7]
g Aolzta TITH

“As part of UNITAR's efforts to strengthen the capacities of government officials to better cope with
disasters and enhance city resilience, it is our pleasure to offer this e-learning course jointly with UNISDR.
We invite you to learn, share your experiences and develop your city's action plan throughout this
course,” she said at the launch.

‘Aol ®op & tiAsta =4 BdEe FEA77] A8 AR FFde dFE Ashetr] 918 UNITAR 9
=¥ dgtow, UNISDR#I FEo® ol HAasts AAS AFstA Hol 7IHUt $2e A2iEse] o
WEHFES Foto] stk APES THEH, A =AY Fs5Age AL F AVIE vy T

"It is possible to reduce the risk of disasters and to build resilient communities but it requires a joint
effort of governments, civil society, private sector, donor agencies and the international community. It is
everyone's task to contribute to minimize the risks that may threaten human security.”

AAE S Fola HHY e AYGAEE AdsE g2 Tty ole AR, AYIALE, RIRE, J|Rd
A g =28 FF =8S a7FUH AFAIE AFE F e AdAde HLsteked Jdste A
o] %2 =79 AYAYnrt.”

The Head of UNISDR's DRR Coordination Section, Mr Neil McFarlane, joined Ms Fegan-Wyles in heralding
the course as an important part of future efforts to strengthen local capacity.

UNISDR A7z =45 tiE @ W2 AL o] w534l AHe WAsde Adsstdes v =99 T
8 FEoE gt Ay d2 Aot AT



“We welcome you to this e-learning course that aims to provide authorities with tools to manage disaster
risk and contribute to the definition of policies and plans,” Mr McFarlane said.
Bl “FRGT AR =75 AFsta AAEzE ZAHA A rdstuAsts o¥ e-
Y BA A As SFFUT S Tk
Poorly planned urban development and land use is one of the main drivers of disaster risk. According to
UN-Habitat, more than 379 million urban residents live at risk of river flooding, 283 million from
earthquakes, and 157 million from strong winds.
Aol FHefstAl AfE =AY 2 EXol &2 Ao F8 FU shtolrt
UN-Habitat (UNRIZEAFAEDO W=, 3A479URE o) fo] =AAFAE] 7 HEe o i i, 29
83M Rk A, 195799k ZFFo ol A vt g
The course methodology, developed by UNISDR’s Global Education and Training Institute (GETI), based in
Incheon, Korea, uses tools such as the Local Government Self-Assessment Tool (LG-SAT) and the
Resilience Scorecard to help in the development of a City Resilience Action Plan.
1%l 91A % UNISDR ‘s GETIol s 7dd £ wS3goies =ARARSEE Aol =ws F71 9
3l AR AA-H7HEH =TLG-SADS A5 A3z 2 =755 A8
The course accompanies direct capacity support from UNISDR and aims to increase access and flexibility
and lower costs of such support. The post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction is expected to
highlight strengthening local capacity as one of the key elements for strengthening disaster resilience.
ol w534 UNISDRE=FEIS A2 &7 Ada 7 HIAAH} Fa8e =l 19 Aol &85
© H&<S Sl 1S T v T2E-2015 Asidd=zadde AsiEdd Ao Fa40 st
2 Ao ATy A3E 4= o= Jivdrh
The 10-week course was showcased at the ‘Capacity Development for Implementing Cities Resilience
Action Plans’ event, at the World Conference, in Sendai, Japan. It has eight modules (see below), is free
and started yesterday. Participants will need to spend six hours a week on the material.
10 #AAo] Altho] AAZ S ‘EAVAYETHAE oS A A AL FAA AAHAAST. o= 8K
2Eo] Jon, F8& oA AFAHGT AVMAES 1 wAel F 6AE Fos|okd Aolth
The course is open to city and local government officials, disaster management professionals, and
representatives from academic and training institutions working on disaster risk reduction.
o] AFIFL AYAR TFY, AdBYHAET}, AsNEHAS ATete S B FEVE BAANA SAHEH
A moderator guides participants through all the learning material, which is presented through various
media including text, graphs, images and video material, interactive lessons, practical exercises, discussion
forums, exercises and quizzes.
WEAAY AP PriAEs P92E, adxz, onA ¢ HY e AR, U3 § FY, dF EE
2 A= T OYY vHoE AFHe BRE S5 ARE T Aot
For those interested in applying in future, please register at: www.unitar.org/event/urbanrisk
T2 A Ao #AAYE EEE www.unitar.org/event/urbanriske] 5% nlgt}.
Module 1: Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) concepts and introduction to current trends
A3 74 ZHDRR) 7ig 31 FA A
Module 2: Making Cities Resilient (MCR) global campaign and tools
Ao A3 =AIRHEZIMCR) AHQ 2 =
Module 3: DRR assessment and analysis tools (LG-SAT and Resilience Scorecard Tools)
DRR #H7MHEAEF (LG-SAT ¥ WA AE =)
Module 4 Part . Mainstreaming DRR into sectoral programmes (governance, financing DRR, infrastructure,
climate change adaptation, education and health)
528 DRR SRS A2, DRRANZED, e}, 7| $884S, 1% 2 127)
Module 4 Part I Mainstreaming DRR into sectoral programmes (housing and Land Use Planning,
Ecosystems and Environment, Livelihoods)
HZ¥ DRR 73} (59 5l EXo|§ A8, YejA <t &7, AA)
Module 5: Developing, implementing, monitoring & evaluating resilient city action plans
SEARA R sAG N, A¥, ZYEE 3 Hr}
Module 6: Developing a strategy for scaling-up resilient city action plans
EAGAYsAY g b= i
Module 7: Hyogo Framework for Action and post-2015 framework for DRR
Fyd5HE 9 £2E-2015 DRRZH Y Y

Date: 9 Apr 2015
Sources: UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)
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Korea-US exchange aims to strengthen response coordination
FraFe AGEE S AststE = AT

GETI facilitated an exchange between experts from Korea's Ministry of Public Safety and Security(MPSS)
and the US's Federal Emergency Management Agency(FEMA) to strengthen disaster response and
coordination.

GETI= Addl-&d= S A3kslr] sl FRIPHAAMPSS)et vl A d#2 JFEMA) AE71kEe] o wghs Z31skh

INCHEON, 8 April 2015 — Experts on response and preparedness from Korea's new Ministry of Public
Safety and Security have discussed how to strengthen disaster management with colleagues from the US.
13, 2015.04.08 - =RIRFAA A WS L A HE7HES v= AE7tEd A Adde A3 gk
=98 stot.

The International Workshop for National Disaster Response System prompted an intensive bilateral
exchange of rich dialogue between the two sides at the two-day forum at the Government Complex
Building, in Seoul.

MR HAARNA 2943 THo® IPd 7RG SAI2E Al afe F5T ARNE JAudE FEs
The Head of Disaster Management from the MPSS, Mr Gye-jo Kim opened the event which attracted the
participation of several Korean government officials. International partnership is a key area of the new
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction adopted last month in Sendai, Japan.

FRFEA AAZE AddedFe] daAFdREC]l FHste o YAE JEEAn. =4 dEUH dI=
Agd Adltolol A Aeld Mze AsPddzd dde] d4Eoro|t

Mr Steven Douglas of the US' Federal Emergency Management Agency introduced the National Incident
Management System. Subsequent sessions focused on the importance of training to strengthen response.
aAA ) B S (FEMA) 2Bl 2 tge2rt 37l ddae A =de A9sir 15 Ade os4d 72
stEE e Fadel 2xo] A

The meeting was supported by UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute (GETI), based in Incheon. The
forum was organized as part of UNISDR's recently-renewed mandate to ‘operationalize’ the concept of
disaster resilience and reinforce local capacity and leadership.

o] 3]¢]= UNISDR| 228 u-5EdAFU(GETD oa] AdHJar, & 5L AT Mds &AE7ts
Asta Ao FATE I udS Aslstets 2ol A" UNISDR AuArde] 4oz A=A
Head of UNISDR's GETI, Mr Sanjaya Bhatia, said both Korea and the US had many common challenges
and would benefit from such experience sharing.

"Timely and effective disaster response and preparedness is a vital element of overall disaster risk
management. This in turn is increasingly recognized as an important part of the sustainable development
agenda,” Mr Bhatia said.

UNISDR” s GETI th3 A4FAfof uiElol= dhr] ¢f=o] Be && AAAE 2zt glon o2 Ad +/5 &
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The workshop concluded with several ideas on how coordination of national disaster and emergency
response could be strengthened.

AaFe T7H Ad 9 ugds d9e of9A A AJDel tiE o ofelroj 2 wE- A A



45 role model cities under UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient campaign

There are now 45 role model cities under UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient campaign that are ready to

implement the new ISO 37120 standard for resilient and sustainable cities.
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Korean love affair with Cities campaign continues:
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GETI hosts E-Government forum for disaster risk: Open-source data that is usable, useful and used is
the magic currency to strengthen disaster resilience across the globe.
GETI Z{ IS E-"HE =& 4% A8 7bestal &3k AFEE 2E &2 dolH7E A AA A4z st
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Regional Training Workshop in Asia and the Pacificc Sustainable Development and Disaster Risk
Management Using E-Government
OlfAY wEEFH HAY : e-BFE TEI ALV T A D AT de

INCHEON, 25 ~ 27 March 2015 - Following the progress and limitations of the implementation of the
Millennium Development Goals, which will formally come to an end in 2015, a new process for defining the
post — 2015 Sustainable Development Agenda was initiated. In July 2014 the Final Proposal of the Open
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals laid the foundations for the framing of the post —
2015 Sustainable Development Agenda by defining 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 associate
targets. While the process of defining the SDGs, associated targets and indicators will be only be finalized
in September 2015 by one of the largest consultations in history, it is important for e-government
specialists and Asian CIOs to be aware of the post-2015 Sustainable Development agenda. Moreover, the
recent explosion of information and knowledge on Sustainable Development related topics, as well as the
(relatively) new technologies associated to information and knowledge sharing and dissemination (big,
linked and open data, Semantic Web, Web 2.0, social networking) make these stakeholders potential
contributors to a better management of knowledge and information and increase of collaboration and
reduction of duplicated efforts.
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With a view to divergent experiences and varying levels of e-government development in the Asia Pacific
region, UNPOG and UNOSD will organize training workshop for e-government and disaster risk management to
promote sustainable development: i) to discuss about the new and emerging trends and main challenges of
the post — 2015 Sustainable Development Agenda, knowledge sharing by e-government and ICT development
in the world (and in particular in Asia and the Pacific); ii) to share best practices of e-government for disaster
risk management and enhance peer-to-peer learning; iii) to build up a strong CIO network and set up the
mechanism/platform for sharing experiences and knowledge transfer with focus on innovative e-practices for
sustainable development; and iv) to explore effective ways including solicitihg more funding support to
enhance capacity building for developing countries in the region. The workshop will consist in two days of
presentations and panel discussions and one day of field visits.
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Fukushima’s fish industry yet to recover SFAIEE o g2 obF H Foll Ut
1 }_-"-=-—-=-_. — ! h |

Mr. Kazunori Endo, Director General, Soma Sousou Fishermen's Cooperative in Japan's Fukushima
Prefecture. &FAIuld o1 5Z34 Mr. Kazunori Endo

FUKUSHIMA, 31 March 2015 — The fishing industry along the eastern coast of Japan is still reeling from
the twin earthquake and tsunami that rocked the region four years ago, demonstrating starkly how
disasters can strain key economic sectors and test resilience.

FFAI}, 2015.03.31. - AARA Ade] F2 FA AR AET =H BES € 7 A=T7HE ALE HY
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Fukushima has become synonymous with the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of 11 March
2011. The 9.0-magnitude quake triggered a massive wave that pushed several kilometres inland, causing
death and destruction.
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The tsunami hit the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, on the east coast of the island of Honshu, about
200 kilometres northeast of Tokyo, and disabled the power supply. This affected the cooling of three
reactors, causing high radioactive releases. Contaminated water leaked from the plant to the Pacific Ocean
and into the fishing grounds.
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“The number of people who are today willing to buy fish from Fukushima is very low,” said Mr. Kazunori
Endo, director general of the local Soma Sousou Fishermen’s Cooperative.

FFAE o dE2=H Mr. Kazunori Endoe “FFAIwtell A A& 7]170] AIG= Abgre wl-¢- AFUn”
The fishing industry there is operating at less than 10% of its capacity, he told participants in a study
tour organized for delegates at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in the Japanese city of
Sendai, 80 kilometres north of Fukushima.
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Sendai was also hit hard by the 2011 disaster. The 14-18 March World Conference provided a key opportunity
to showcase Japan's recovery efforts and the hazard-prone country’s commitment to build back better.
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Two months after the Fukushima accident, the World Health Organization reported: “Some seafood in the
direct vicinity of the nuclear power plant has been found to be contaminated at levels above the
regulatory limits set by the Japanese Government.”
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Fish were found to be contaminated with radioactive materials including iodine and caesium.
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Radioactive iodine decays naturally within weeks but caesium can stay in the environment for many years,
noted WHO. Exposure to radiation from radioactive caesium can result in an increased risk of cancer.
WAMY gece 9 F nhe AAF o7 AN Alge A At dEta WTOZE Wtk BAHE Al
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The findings of a 2013 WHO assessment report were more reassuring: "Outside of the geographical areas
most affected by radiation, even in locations within Fukushima prefecture, the predicted risks remain low
and no observable increases in cancer above natural variation in baseline rates are anticipated.”
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But public concerns around the safety of seafood from Fukushima remain.
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To revive the fishing industry, the Fukushima Prefecture and the Fukushima Fishery Cooperatives
introduced tests for radioactive elements in marine produce.
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“The idea is to test the produce to guarantee the public that Fukushima fish is safe to eat and sell. We
have to do our best to prove to people that [the fish] are safe,” said Mr. Endo. Inspection results are
announced weekly and published online and in newspapers.
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As of 25 February 2015, the Japanese Government continued its shipping restriction orders on 32 marine
fishery species found to be contaminated with caesium levels above the regulatory limit of 100 Becquerels
(Bqg) /kg. A Becquerel is a measure of radioactivity — one Bq represents a rate of radioactive decay equal
to one disintegration per second.)
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As contamination levels continue to drop with time, however, the Fukushima Fishery Cooperatives are
optimistic that the ban will be lifted.
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But wooing back consumers will be a challenge. “"A major concern is that when we resume full-scale fishing,
there may not be people who are willing to buy our fish,” said Mr. Endo.
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Date: 31 Mar 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Hyogo Liaison Office (UNISDR Hyogo)



World Conference adopts new international framework for disaster risk reduction after marathon
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After over 30 hours of negotiations, a new global framework for disaster risk reduction is finally adopted
by 187 UN member states at the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan.
(Photo: Manny de Guzman)
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18 March 2015, SENDAI - Representatives from 187 UN member States today adopted the first major
agreement of the Post-2015 development agenda, a far reaching new framework for disaster risk
reduction with seven targets and four priorities for action.
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Conference President, Ms. Eriko Yamatani, Minister of State for Disaster Management, announced
agreement on the text, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 — the new
international framework for disaster risk reduction, following a marathon final round of negotiations which
went on for over 30 hours.
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Margareta Wahlstrom, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Disaster Risk Reduction and the
Head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, said: “The adoption of this new framework for disaster
risk reduction opens a major new chapter in sustainable development as it outlines clear targets and
priorities for action which will lead to a substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives,
livelihoods and health.
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“Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction over the next 15 years will require
strong commitment and political leadership and will be vital to the achievement of future agreements on
sustainable development goals and climate later this year. As the UN Secretary-General said here on the
opening day, sustainability starts in Sendai.”
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The framework outlines seven global targets to be achieved over the next 15 years: a substantial
reduction in global disaster mortality; a substantial reduction in numbers of affected people; a reduction
in economic losses in relation to global GDP; substantial reduction in disaster damage to critical
infrastructure and disruption of basic services, including health and education facilities; an increase in the
number of countries with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020; enhanced
international cooperation; and increased access to multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk
information and assessments.
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Conference President, Ms. Yamatani, said: “Japan’s special relationship with the global disaster risk
reduction community has been strengthened by the outcome of this World Conference. Successful
implementation of this new framework will mean a reduction of existing levels of disaster risk and
avoidance of the creation of new risk.”
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Conference Main Committee Co-Chair, Ambassador Paivi Kairamo from Finland, said: “Delegates have
taken into account the experience gained through implementation of the current Hyogo Framework for
Action. We have agreed on four priorities for action focussed on a better understanding of risk,
strengthened disaster risk governance and more investment.
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"A final priority calls for more effective disaster preparedness and embedding the ‘build back better’
principle into recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction. These will be the four points of the DRR
compass for the next 15 years.”
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Her fellow Co-Chair, Ambassador, Thani Thongphakdi from Thailand, said: “I would like to thank all those
who have persevered over these last five days to deliver a framework that will guide disaster risk
reduction for the next 15 years.”
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The World Conference was attended by over 6,500 participants including 2,800 government representatives
from 187 governments. The Public Forum had 143,000 visitors over the five days of the conference
making it one of the largest UN gatherings ever held in Japan.

AA3)ol= 18770 = 2,800 AHENIETES HIFE3IA 6500980 F7tetda, F/HEH 3 59 <k 143,000
go] WEstAal L&A Y AW REe UN 2o sturt Hmﬂr.

23 YFhAe) HAE T
R

al
T2l e 4 A=

Date: 18 Mar 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Japan and Netherlands join UNISDR in resilient cities initiative
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Henk Ovink, the Special Envoy for International Water Affairs of the Netherlands, Margareta Wahlstrom,
head of UNISDR, and Naohiro Nishiguchi, the President of the Japan Bosai Platform (JBP) share a
light-hearted moment after agreeing on the 'Statement of Cooperation for Implementation of Resilient
Cities Connect'.
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17 March 2015, SENDAI - Two countries at the forefront of global disaster risk management efforts today
joined with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) in an innovative partnership to
strengthen urban resilience.
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The Netherlands’ Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment and the Japan Bosai Platform (JBP), a business
association representing 119 small to large corporations based in Japan, and UNISDR, agreed to develop
a means to link suppliers of resilience building tools and services with the cities that need them.
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In a 'Statement of Cooperation for Implementation of Resilient Cities Connect’, the three partners will
connect cities, development partners and businesses to exchange their knowledge, services and capacities to
accelerate public and private actions to reduce risks in cities.
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The Special Envoy for International Water Affairs of the Netherlands, Mr Henk Ovink said: “The Resilient
Cities Connect aims to help public and private partners to substantially reduce risk and disaster losses, in
lives and in the social, economic and environmental assets of communities and countries. It literally
bridges the gaps between governments and businesses and builds trust through a better understanding."
YEde =4 &4 SAF Henk Ovinke A A EAANE 18 RAEHES =9 dtollA, T2l AGA
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The President of the Japan Bosai Platform (JBP), Mr Naohiro Nishiguchi said: “We are ready to design the
infrastructure and process to connect potential local government needs to reduce risks with private sector
solutions or innovate and generate new solutions, if necessary, to a specific disaster risk reduction
measures.”
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Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR, said: "It is clear that the risk in cities is growing faster than
our ability to reduce them. We need to innovate and ensure that solutions, tools and methods for
resilience building are not only available, but also accessible. We need to accelerate resilience building at
the local level, and this partnership will contribute to do this.”
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The Making Cities Resilient Campaign is the world’'s largest association of local governments, with more
than 2,500 cities and municipalities signed up to the partnership. The goals of the Campaign are for
cities to know more, to invest wisely and for these cities to build more safely.
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Date: 17 Mar 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
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DRR Champions ready for new challenge

Ugandan MP Alex Bakunda Byarugaba: "We need real work with tangible outcomes, something to be
seen and felt by the community. We do not need those who come, talk, and go, and don't do much."
(Photo: UNISDR) By Andy McEiroy
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SENDAI 17 March 2015 — UNISDR's team of champions from around the world today outlined how they

are preparing to meet the challenge of implementing the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction.

Mayors, members of parliament, and private sector leaders reaffirmed their commitment and ambition to

be the vehicles “to convert words into action”.
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Ugandan MP Alex Bakunda Byarugaba said the Champions needed to coordinate and pool their efforts to

support disaster resilient and sustainable development.

"If you want to walk fast then you will walk alone. If you want to walk as a group walk more slowly

then we will surely walk as a team,” Mr Byarugaba said.

"We need champions who can do work; we need to see what is being done. We need real work with

tangible outcomes, something to be seen and felt by the community. We do not need those who come,

talk, and go, and don’t do much.”

The parliamentarian emphasised the importance of legislators and pointed to the progress made in

Uganda towards implementation of a disaster risk reduction policy.

"If you want to do anything serious in any country you must engage with members of parliament. They

are at the forefront of ensuring that the agenda of disaster risk reduction is promoted further and

further,” he said.
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Mayor of the host city, Ms Emiko Okuyama, referred to her pride in Sendai becoming a Role Model of

the UNISDR Making Cities Resilient campaign. She told how the city had bounced back from the 2011

earthquake citing civil society “continuing to keep disaster issues in mind on a daily basis” through

regular evacuation training and other initiative, as one such example.
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Governor of Hyogo Prefecture, Mr Toshizo Ido, one of UNISDR's earliest Champions recounted how Kobe
had become an international hub of DRR expertise and were sharing their experience with other countries
since the 1995 Great Hanshin Earthquake.
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These lessons included: the importance of well-planned and inclusive reconstruction; effective partnership
on a number of levels such as between local and central government and civil society; and putting
resilience at the centre of recovery.

“After the Hanshin earthquake 30,000 people were trapped. Eighty per cent of the people rescued were
rescued by their neighbours not by specialist units from outside. This indicates how important it is for
local citizens to have the capability and empowerment in such things as disaster planning,” he said.
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The Mayor of the Armenian city of Stepanavan, Mr Mikayel Gharakeshishyan, said the Making Cities
Campaign should be used more as a rallying point for local disaster resilience efforts. He pointed to how
the campaign had inspired his own municipality: “Stepanavan has developed a Resilience Action Plan and
this has become fundamental for the resilience development of our city.”

of2mYo}le] AH guutAlA v]7FAMr Mikayel Gharakeshishyanm)#| = #jsiol] 23 =A] THE7] 7850 XY
At Al BT =l e 7 AR olFeR olfHojof Irta TP I Aude] Al Xlﬂ* A
dAel S & WS 2Bt ZEHYURA s I5Y FF AFS JAIA, oA 7 =49 IEHI
= NS A% 71z H3doh

The Chair of the UNISDR Private Sector Advisory Group Sandra Wu, of Kokusai Kogyo Co. Ltd, was
impressed with the discussion among so many public sector Champions. She picked up on the
importance of inclusiveness and the need to have an increased number of younger Champions.

From the perspective of the private sector, Ms Wu said business had much to offer as a partner in DRR: its
ability to provide services, products, expertise, knowledge and facilities.

"We want the government — including local government — to realise that we, the private sector, are a resource
and that we want to partner with you,” she said. “We would like to ask local governments to call in the
private sector as partners from the beginning not later, or otherwise we are limited in what we can do ..
we really want to play our part.”
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Globally, there are 54 UNISDR DRR champions. It is expected this number will increase significantly to
support implementation of the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction.
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Date: 17 Mar 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



Thai floods a turning point for private sector Bl =9 3, RIZbEoke] d3H

Mr. Aris Papadopoulos: “We need to move from disaster reaction to resilience pro-action.” T} E=EZ 2 ¢
Aol FEIbEE AH BFOEL o]’ By Andy McElroy

SENDAI 16 March 2015 - A UNISDR private sector champion today called for the high standards that are
typically applied to major infrastructure projects to be the benchmark for the majority of urban areas that
are residential and home to small businesses.
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Mr. Aris Papadopoulos, retired CEO for Titan America and the first Chair of UNISDR's Private Sector
Advisory Group, said the areas where the biggest proportion of people live and where the majority of
smaller enterprises are located are generally the most exposed and vulnerable locations.

“The ’built environment' is where we spend 95 per cent of our lives,” Mr Papadopoulos said. “And it is in
residential areas and commercial districts for SMEs (small-medium sized enterprises) where 80 per cent of
destruction from disasters occur.

"Unfortunately, building codes present the lowest common denominator and they are often not enforced
as well as they are when it comes to larger infrastructure. But let's look at what the automobile industry
did in the 1960s: they embarked on a great change towards safety for cars. Why do we not have the
same radical change in our approach to the built environment?”
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Mr. Papadopoulos was speaking at the ‘Business and Private Sector: Investing in Resilient Infrastructure’
session at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.
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He pointed to ‘Five Visions for a Resilient Future’ unveiled at the World Conference by the UNISDR
Private Sector Partnership (PSP), which he said was a roadmap to “move from disaster reaction to
resilience pro-action”.
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The vision comprises the following five elements: strong public private partnerships; resilience in the built
environment; risk-sensitive investments and accounting; positive cycle of reinforcement for a resilient
society; and private sector risk disclosure.
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Deputy Secretary-General of Thailand’s National Economic and Social Development Board, Ms. Ladawan
Kumpa, recalled the US$47.5 billion direct economic cost of the country’s floods of 2011. The disaster, in
many ways, highlighted why such a private sector vision for the future is needed.



“During the floods, the business’ logistics systems did not work, material could not be delivered, products
could not be distributed, employees could not get to work,” Ms Kumpa said.

“We recognized the problem as a lack of knowledge, expertise and experience to do business continuity
planning as well as a lack of common standards and practical principles.”
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However, she said the 2011 disaster had acted as a turning point for attitudes and action in terms of
business continuity management and that business and the local economy was becoming more resilient
and attractive to business investment.

g, 2011 @ ASiE vRY2s A454S BEsta, BlzYUset AY AATE B8 s8] Holxa AMY
FAE BolEllthe HolA HE} P59 A& 4TS

The Chairman of the Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, Mr. Toshiyuki Shiga, said that
Thailand’s response to risk management after the floods had meant that the country remained a very
important location for production and operations for Japanese business.
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PWC's Coordinator of the RISE Initiative, Mr. Scott Williams, took up the theme of growing international
cooperation and explained how RISE “represents a new way of collaborating to unlock the potential for
public and private sector actors who are ready and willing to make a step forward and take leadership
on disaster risk reduction”.

RISE oM EH Ay olEdd 23 dejdxe AZsts =4 €9 o2k ®vkE 7FxaL "The overall goal
of the initiative is to make all investments risk-sensitive. RISE will facilitate the exchange of experience
and knowledge to implement tangible disaster risk reduction projects through eight streams of activities:
strategies for global business, risk metrics for economic forecasting, industry sector certification, education,
principles for responsible investing, resilience of cities, insurance, and resilience of UN programming,” Mr.
Williams said.
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The Managing Director of Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, noted
Germany's commitment to sharing knowledge on disaster resilience and said as a result the country had
launched a Global Initiative for Disaster Risk Reduction, which includes contributions and lessons from the
private sector.
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The session moderator, Mr. Hiro Nishiguchi, President of the Japan Bosai Platform, and Executive
Managing Director Japan Innovation Network Speakers, in closing said the private sector had so much to
offer in terms of disaster resilience because of its innovation, commitment to solutions and prioritization
of business continuity.
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Date: 16 Mar 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



ISO standard to disaster-proof cities announced at UN conference
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There are now 45 role model cities under UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient campaign that are ready to
implement the new ISO 37120 standard for resilient and sustainable cities.
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13 March 2015, SENDAI - The UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) today agreed to help
pioneer a new ISO Standard in 45 cities already recognized for their commitment to keeping their citizens
safe from a range of natural hazards including floods, storms and earthquakes.
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The new ISO standard for resilient and sustainable cities — ISO 37120 — is based on 100 indicators which
steer and measure the performance of city services and quality of life. It is being implemented by the
Toronto-based World Council on City Data (WCCD).
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Margareta Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR, said: “The Making Cities Resilient Campaign launched four years
ago now has 2,500 participating cities and towns with a combined population of some 700 million
people. We have 45 role model cities that are ready to implement the new ISO 37120 standard for
resilient and sustainable cities. We will work together with WCCD to further build the family of ISO
standards for resilient cities.”

UNISDRW 3 Margareta Wahlstrom-2 “41d ol A[ZE Aafio] 73 =4 B AF3A 7999 2,500
A Z=AZE F7vstal lan, 457) ERREAVE AE4RTeT EAE AT MELR 1SO 37120 7]1=9 Ad <
FHlskaL syt

A key goal of the collaboration between UNISDR and WCCD is to ensure that the Ten Essentials for
Making Cities Resilient will be incorporated into the ISO standard for resilient cities. The Ten Essentials
focus on issues such as good urban planning, land-use, a risk-informed citizenry, safe schools and health
facilities, protection of eco-systems, early warnings and emergency management.
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Prof. Patricia L. McCarney, President and CEO, World Council on City Data, said: “In my opinion UNISDR's
Making Cities Resilient Campaign and the Ten Essentials are two of the most important initiatives
addressing resilience. This work by UNISDR in partnership with the WCCD and the work being undertaken
within the ISO in building a family of standards for resilient and sustainable cities will provide the
essential tools for cities to be resilient. This is a very exciting prospect and will be of enormous benefit
to improving the quality of life in cities.”
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The announcement was made today in Sendai prior to the opening tomorrow of the Third UN World

Conference on Disaster Reduction which will adopt a new framework for disaster risk reduction that will

pay particular attention to reducing urban risk.
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Date: 13 Mar 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)



UN Secretary-General: World threatened by dangerous and unacceptable levels of risk from disasters
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Global Assessment Report
on Disaster Risk Reduction

2015

The 2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction (GAR15) is launched today by UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.
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04 March 2015, NEW YORK - UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today warned that “growing global
inequality, increasing exposure to natural hazards, rapid urbanization and the overconsumption of energy and
natural resources threaten to drive risk to dangerous and unpredictable levels with systemic global impacts.”
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The 2015 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction (GARL5), prepared by the UN Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and launched today by the Secretary-General, states that economic
losses from disasters are now reaching an average of US$250 billion to US$300 billion annually.
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In connection with the report’'s findings, the Secretary-General said: “We are playing with fire. There is a
very real possibility that disaster risk, fuelled by climate change, will reach a tipping point beyond which
the effort and resources necessary to reduce it will exceed the capacity of future generations."
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He also announced plans to attend the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai,
Japan, declaring that "sustainability begins in Sendai" where the gathering will take place from 14-18
March. This year, he stressed, “the world must find solutions by reaching agreements on disaster risk
management, long-term sustainable development goals and climate change."
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GAR15 estimates that an investment of US$6 billion annually in disaster risk management would result in
avoided losses of US$360 billion over the next 15 years. The report states that this US$6 billion is just
0.1% of total forecast expenditure of US$6 trillion annually on new infrastructure.
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“For many countries, that small additional investment could make a crucial difference in achieving the
national and international goals of ending poverty, improving health and education, and ensuring
sustainable and equitable growth,” the GARL5 states.
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Margareta Wahlstrom, head of UNISDR, said: “The 2015 Global Assessment Report demonstrates clearly
that many countries face significant challenges because of their inability to manage the fiscal burden
created by large-scale disaster events.”
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She added: "Small island states have a perennial struggle on their hands to survive intense cyclonic wind
and storm surges driven by warming rising seas. The funds which need to be set aside to cover future
losses exceed some countries’ total annual expenditure on health, education and social protection. Disaster
risk is undermining the capacity of many countries to make the capital investment and social expenditures
necessary to develop sustainably.”
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GAR15 finds that governments need to be setting aside US$314 billion every year to meet annual
average losses from just earthquakes, tsunamis, tropical cyclones and river flooding. This is a major lost
opportunity for financing poverty reduction programs in the areas of health and education.

Zha ARES AX, 2uv], A A7IGH SFE QIS AP & tiAEr] fal sivio 314092 &
HSaf Folof skt ol B3 algioke] HIEAZ Ade ndd 713 & AT orlolth
Another key finding is that the majority of governments are too focused on managing disasters rather
than tackling the underlying drivers of disaster risk such as poverty, climate change, the decline of
protective eco-systems, poor urban planning and land use, and lack of building codes which contribute
significantly to the creation of risk.
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A new metric developed for the report calculates that 42 million life years were lost annually in
internationally reported disasters between 1980 and 2012, a setback to development on a par with the
toll wrought by tuberculosis.
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GAR15, sub-titled “Making Development Sustainable: The Future of Disaster Risk Management”, provides a
sober review of the ten years which have passed since the last World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
in Kobe, Japan, adopted the Hyogo Framework for Action, the global guide for disaster risk management.
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In fact, 25 years after UN member States adopted the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
and ten years after the adoption of the Hyogo Framework for Action, global disaster risk has not been
reduced significantly even if there have been dramatic reductions in mortality from weather-related
disasters, notably in countries such as Bangladesh, Cuba, India and Mozambique.
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The report highlights that in many countries, climate change is magnifying risks and increasing the cost
of disasters. In the Caribbean for example, the average annual losses associated with tropical cyclone
winds alone are projected to increase by as much as US$1.4 billion by 2050.
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the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction which is due to adopt a new global
agreement on disaster risk reduction which will update the Hyogo Framework for Action, adopted in
January 2005 just weeks after the Indian Ocean Tsunami. The Hyogo Framework for Action was the first
such global agreement to explain in a comprehensive manner how to reduce disaster losses.
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Date: 4 Mar 2015
Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - New York UNHQ Liaison Office (UNISDR NY)



Judges announce Sasakawa Award short-list. ARALZLOM G SR AT W

GENEVA, 3 March 2015 - The judges of the 2015 United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction
have today announced their final short-list of three.
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The nominees are Allan Lavell, a disaster risk researcher and consultant based in Costa Rica; the

Australian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and Safer Communities; and the Jeffrey Town
Farmers’ Association of Jamaica.
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The four-strong Sasakawa Award jury used a raft of criteria to select their final short-list, assessing how
influential, extensive or encompassing, permanent and innovative the nominees’ actions are.
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The winning Sasakawa Laureate will be announced on 17 March 2015, 18:30 hrs.,, at one of the signature
events of the upcoming Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR), in Sendai,
Japan. View invitation here.
AARZESE A FAE Bk Aol UN AAIAE 48 o] e53Ake] dee= 317(3) 18:30°] Txd
o g oot
Mr. Lavell, born in Britain but based in the Americas for much of his career, is a highly respected
researcher and practitioner in disaster risk reduction. His work, which spans four decades, adopts a
multi-disciplinary and holistic approach. He has authored multiple publications and has had papers
presented at conferences in 42 different countries.
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The Australian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and Safer Communities was set up in 2012 to
support a coordinated national approach to making communities more resilient. It brings together six
leading CEOs to influence public policy via evidence- based reporting on the unsustainable cost of disasters
on life, property and the economy.
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The Jeffrey Town Farmers’ Association was created in 1991 to use agriculture as a platform for sustainable
development and as a means to redress risk and a lack of investment in marginalized areas. That
philosophy has provided a springboard for a community-driven programme which has also had an
influence on national policies in Jamaica.
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The work of the three short-listed nominees fits perfectly the theme of this year's award: Shaping the
Future. Previous Sasakawa Awards saw the jury focus on ‘organizational action’ (2013) and ‘local safety’
measures and mitigation efforts (2011).
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The spokesperson for the Sasakawa Judges, Prof. Dr. Murat Balamir, said the three finalists were “from
totally different backgrounds and contexts” but each is making an outstanding contribution to disaster risk
reduction.
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“One is a rural community-natural system survival model sustainably structured and achieved by collective
determination; another is a most effective and enduring individual performance in a multi-actor,
multi-hazard, multi-task environment; and the other is an unprecedented powerful leadership of a
privileged group pooling their powers with firmness of purpose and creative dedication,” Prof. Dr. Balamir said.
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The 2015 Sasakawa Award attracted a remarkable 88 nominations from 44 countries. The breadth of work
covered in the nominations is impressive and includes a focus on: university applied research, hazard and
risk assessment, various aspects of community development, both rural and urban, disaster risk reduction
coordination at various levels, civil protection and emergency preparedness and response, earthquake
engineering, volcano observation, urban flood risk, food security, landslides and land use.
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Among the other fields are resources and fundraising, advocacy, innovation and design, IT, education,
elderly persons, displacement, health, including psycho-social support and emergency care, monitoring,
culture and heritage, architecture, early warning, private sector, disability, and water management.
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The US$50,000 Sasakawa Award was launched in 1987 and is financed by the Nippon Foundation of
Japan. It is awarded every two years to an individual or institutions that have taken active efforts in
reducing disaster risk in their communities and advocated for disaster risk reduction. The joint laureates of
the 2013 edition were the Brazilian city of Belo Horizonte and Bangladesh's National Alliance for Risk
Reduction and Response Initiative.
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The Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) will open on 14 March. The
Conference is due to adopt the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction, charting a new era of
strengthened disaster risk management.
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UN recognizes Hoboken as a role model city (Date: 3 Mar 2015)
Source(s): United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - New York UNHQ Liaison Office (UNISDR NY)

NEW YORK, 3 MARCH 2015 - The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction has designated the
City of Hoboken, New Jersey, USA, as a Role Model City of the Making Cities Resilient campaign for its
flood risk management practices. These include plans to retain over a million gallons of stormwater runoff
through green infrastructure.
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Hoboken becomes one of 45 cities worldwide recognized as a Role Model City by the United Nations. It
is only the second such role model city in the United States; the first was San Francisco. There are over
2,400 cities and towns worldwide participating in the campaign, including 73 capital cities, representing a
collective population of 700 million people.
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“We are honored to be recognized for our efforts to make Hoboken more resilient,” said Mayor Dawn
Zimmer. “Through a multi-layered approach to resiliency, we are on the cusp of solving a more than
century-old flooding problem.”
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In a letter announcing the designation, German Velasquez of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
wrote: "Your city's efforts in enhancing its physical infrastructure to improve its capacity in dealing with
flood risk have been well-recognized. Moreover Hoboken's attention to land use regulations and
expansion as well as its efforts in informing public through the city website and social media have stood
out as exemplary.”
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The City of Hoboken is pursuing a variety of strategies to mitigate flood risk. This week, the City Council
will be asked to support low-interest financing to build the Southwest Resiliency Park, which is also
designed to hold over 200,000 gallons of rainwater, and funding to acquire 6 acres of land for a
Northwest Resiliency Park, which will be designed to hold at least a million gallons of stormwater. Last
week, the Council approved financing for Hoboken's second wet weather pump station, which will alleviate
flooding in western Hoboken.
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A comprehensive “Resist, Delay, Store, Discharge” water management strategy that will protect Hoboken,
Weehawken and northern Jersey City from flooding has won $230 million of federal funding as part of
the Rebuild by Design resiliency competition. The award is expected to fund the implementation of the
“Resist” element of the strategy. Through a community process, the City has completed the conceptual
design for a boathouse/resiliency center built into a berm along Hoboken Cove that combines flood
protection with a community amenity. The City is currently seeking to implement this project as a first
phase of the Resist strategy.
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Disaster risk reduction and science should be core of sustainable development, experts say
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A radar image tracks the Category 5 Cyclone Yasi as it makes landfall in northern Queensland, Australia, in
2011. Science and technology has greatly improved hazard mapping.
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TOKYO, 30 January 2015 — With fewer than 50 days to go before the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction top scientists have called on governments to put evidence- based disaster risk reduction at the
heart of their strategies for sustainable development.
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The "Tokyo Conference on International Study for Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience” called on policymakers
to empower their national DRR platforms through greater engagement with science and technology.
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The "Tokyo Statement” outcome document, which will form a significant input to the World Conference in
Sendai in March, specifies that Governments need to empower national platforms so that they can
practice evidence-based disaster risk reduction for sustainable development.
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The President of the Science Council of Japan, Prof. Takashi Onishi, said part of the way forward was to
mobilize and align existing networks of scientific and research institutions at national, regional and
international levels.
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The Tokyo Conference, which attracted 400 participants from 27 countries, was co-organized by the
Science Council of Japan (SCJ), Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR), the University of Tokyo
(UTokyo) and UNISDR at the main campus of UTokyo.
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The use of science and technology to improve early warning systems and make risk information more
accurate, accessible and understandable has been one of the successes of the Hyogo Framework for
Action over the past 10 years.
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The draft post-2015 framework on disaster risk reduction, to be adopted at the World Conference, in
Sendai, 14-18 March, is set to highlight the increasingly important role of science and technology in
strengthening disaster resilience.
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In the presence of His Imperial Highness, The Crown Prince, the High Level Panel heard a video message
from Ms. Margareta Wahlstrom, Chief of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR).
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"Post-2015, we need more research and more focus on how risk is generated, and how risk can be
prevented and reduced by decisions and measures requiring social as well as political action. Importantly,
we need a broader base — including social sciences, economics, and humanities — to ensure society as a
whole is the topic of study, and to avoid fragmenting the understanding of risk and human decisions
and behavior that either increase or reduce risk.”, Ms. Wahlstrom said.
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Dr. Han Seung-Soo, the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy on Water and Disaster Risk Reduction and
Prof. Gordon McBean, President, International Council for Science (ICSU), provided the two keynote
lectures.
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In her closing remarks, Ms. Eriko Yamatani, Honorable Minister of State for Disaster Management and
Cabinet Office, Government of Japan, emphasized the contributions of science and technology to disaster
risk reduction in terms of advanced earth observations and GIS.
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Date: 30 Jan 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Hyogo Liaison Office (UNISDR Hyogo)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



Tunisian municipalities committing to resilience (Date: 30 Jan 2015)
Source(s): United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Arab States (UNISDR ROAS)
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AIN DRAHAM, TUNISIA, 30 January 2015 - Municipalities from across Tunisia have stepped up their
commitment to make themselves resilient in the face of disaster risk, spurred by Ain Draham, which two
years ago was the first community in the North African country to join UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient
campaign.
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Mindful that disaster risk reduction is a key stepping stone towards improving quality of life and ensuring
sustainable development, representatives of 15 municipalities came together last week for a national
workshop entitled “Build more resilient Tunisian municipalities in the light of disaster risk”. Drawing 80
participants, the 19-21 January meeting was organized by the municipality of Ain Draham together with
Tunisia’s Secretariat of State for Sustainable Development and the Ministry of the Interior, with
contributions from UNISDR and the United Nations Development Programme.
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Ain Draham was chosen as the venue for the UNISDR-funded workshop due to the municipality's
commitment to disaster risk reduction. Located in a mountainous area of northwest Tunisia, near the
border with Algeria, it is exposed to landslides, forest fires and cold waves. The municipality lies in a
region characterized by rainfall rates exceeding 1,500 millimetres -- the highest in the country -- with
regular snowfall in large quantities. These conditions directly affect the lives of the local community, with
their reduced resilience resulting from economic challenges, including poor infrastructure.
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In February 2012 Ain Draham was totally isolated for three days due to snowfall and landslides that
caused seven deaths, directly affected 98 people and caused considerable damage -- the collapse of a
bridge linking Ain Draham and Hammam Bourguiba and five landslides cut the main roads leading to the
town. The estimated cost was 35 million dinars (US $ 18 million), according to the national database on
disaster losses (Deslnventar) developed with the support of UNISDR and UNDP.
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In 2013 the municipality of Ain Draham became the first city in Tunisia to join the Making Cities Resilient
campaign, a bedrock of international disaster risk reduction that now links more than 2,400 communities across
the globe. It was followed by 12 other municipalities, which also took part in last week's workshop to train and
apply tools developed by the campaign.
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sty AE3t7] s AT fagol FUISATE In their opening statements, the Tunisian State
Secretary of Sustainable Development of the Ministry of Equipment, Planning and Sustainable
Development Mr. Mounir Majdoub and the Secretary of State for Regional Development of the Ministry
of Interior Mr. Abderrazak Ben Khalifa stressed the importance and necessity of policy planning in order
to put in place the tools and measures needed to manage risks and disasters. Improving conditions and
quality of life of communities within the sustainable development framework is among the basic
motivations for reducing disaster risk, the two official said. Those words were echoed by remarks from
the other participants.
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The objective of this workshop was to strengthen the capacity of local and regional authorities in the
prevention and management of disaster risks. The overarching aim was to promote a better
understanding of urban risks in Tunisia and strengthen the capacity of local authorities to engage
effectively in reducing current risks and avoiding new ones.
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Ko 2 FATL £ JEE AFS Fgst= AATE  Several presentations and interventions during the workshop,
helmed by UNISDR and UNDP experts, spotlighted way to help equip communities with the knowledge and tools to
make key measures recommended to strengthen city resilience despite the lack of funding and material
resources.
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During the workshop, representatives of various municipalities prepared disaster risk self-assessment reports, a tool
that enables status reporting and monitoring of further actions to reduce risk.
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Ain Draham tries with its available resources to mainstream disaster risk in planning and investment
programming in a host of sectors, involving youth civil protection volunteers and the private sector, to
minimize the vulnerability of urban dwellers and ensure a better life without risks. Thanks to its
commitment, the municipality is now supported by the UNDP / UNISDR Arab Cities Disaster Resilience
Project, funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. It recently developed its action
plan for disaster risk reduction, with the goal of implementing immediately the objectives set down at the
1st Arab Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, in 2013.
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The commitment of Tunisia in the Making Cities Resilient campaign is a crucial step to help engage other
municipalities in the Maghreb on the path to urban resilience.
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Beyond this engagement, Tunisia has largely expanded its focus towards disaster risk reduction since
2011. With support of the UNISDR and UNDP, several activities have been conducted in recent years,
notably the preparation of two national Hyogo Framework for Action progress reports and the annual
celebration of the International Day for Disaster Reduction to raise awareness on the issue of risk. In
addition, Tunisia established its Deslnventar database on disaster loss and damage in 2012-2013, took
part in the World Initiative on Safer Schools launched in Istanbul in 2014, and has held two workshops in
preparation for the establishment of a National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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Potenza becomes role model for resilience (Date: 26 Jan 2015)
Source(s): United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Europe (UNISDR EUR)

POTENZA, 26 January 2015 - The Italian Province of Potenza was recognized at the weekend as a role model
for inclusive resilience by the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction for its unique network of 100 cities which
are all enrolled in the Making Cities Resilient Campaign.
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UNISDR Chief Margareta Wahlstrdom met with the President of the Province, Mr. Nicola Valuzzi, and
presented him the role model certificate in an event that was covered extensively by print and broadcast
media. In the past, the region has lost thousands of its citizens to earthquakes and landslides.
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Ms. Wahlstrom singled out for particular mention the work which has been done in the earthquake prone
region to ensure that 84 schools have been made safe "and that urban planning includes actions aimed at
environmental protection, security and local awareness.”
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Potenza Province has proven its ability to guide and lead its 100 cities under a network approach in order
to keep the municipalities and the community active and informed about disaster risk management by
supporting and coordinating projects directly with communities.

A F= UEA D FIZsk 10070 =4S SdWlstal o] Fol2 o FFo] AFHUT. =49 A9FsA7t &
WA FAEM AGFTE5A S} A AGS Adsta 245k T AGHE deo FHsoh

“These open dialogues with the community and major groups aim at raising awareness and enhancing
individual capacities through knowledge sharing so that communities can be fully engaged in
decision-making processes. Activities such as this are what makes Potenza province a Role Model Province
for Inclusive Resilience,” said Ms. Wahlstrom.
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Ms. Wahlstrom addressed an audience which also included the Mayor of Potenza City, Mr. Dario De Luca,
the President of the Basilicata Region, Mr. Marcello Pitella, the Head of National Civil Protection, Mr.
Franco Gabriell, Members of the European Parliament, Gianna Pitella and Nicola Pedicini, and many
community representatives.
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She said that the current text of the new Post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction which will
update the Hyogo Framework for Action, “is very clear on the importance of local governments for
reducing risk to ensure community safety. It also stresses the importance of cooperation and learning from
each other’s practical experience.
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“The importance of developing effective global and regional campaigns as instruments for public
awareness, education, and of course action, is also underlined as a key element to promote a culture of
disaster prevention, resilience and responsible citizenship, generate understanding of disaster risk, support
mutual learning and share experiences.”
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She was pleased that major groups from the community would be participating in a two-day conference
opening today to discuss the province's resilience strategy. “You will explore ways to contribute to HFA
implementation and how can governance and local level engagement in disaster risk reduction be
improved.”

A FTEAZREH F2 IFc] Fo BAAZES =517 A8l &5 st 293k oo Frhst= 2ol o
s RER T “ofH 2 HFA A3l 7198t Bk, AsidadolA AmdzAZ Aot Aakd #of7t oA
T F AS7hE A7 AdUr”

Ms. Wahlstrom met with representatives of Major Groups including older persons, children and youth,
people with disabilities, farmers, women, migrants and civil protection voluntary organizations who all
made the case for an inclusive approach to building resilience to disasters and demonstrated impressive
levels of engagement in disaster risk reduction.
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The regional system of civil protection has encouraged the growth and qualification of voluntary
organization. Currently there are 73 associations and 3,250 members operating in various sectors such as
logistics, firefighting, radio communications, medical rescue, mountain and caving rescue, sea or inland
waters rescue and light aircraft. They are also engaged in emergency planning, drills, early warnings and a
range of prevention activities.
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Kobe's message to Sendai Actolo] Hiuj= aH] w A=

'‘Our goal was not just recovery, but a form of creative construction with a focus on the 21st century,
says Governor of Hyogo Prefecture Mr Toshizo Ido.
Ele FEEs 9w Bl eA okdzEl 214171 23S & Ao Addus

KOBE, 20 January 2015 — Of the many milestones on the "Road to Sendai,” the Kobe earthquake stands
out. The learning from the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake remains relevant today as governments
from around the world prepare to meet in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture, at the Third UN World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction in March.
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The tragedy which claimed 6,434 lives, spurred a further evolution of thinking from reactive approaches
that focused on managing disasters as “events” towards a more proactive, preventive strategy that
manages and reduces disaster risk.
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The lessons from Kobe included a need to: strengthen disaster-resilient infrastructure; reinforce local capacity;
use reconstruction as an opportunity to build back better; adopt a people-centred approach to resilience; have
strong public-private partnerships; provide accurate, actionable and widely available risk information; enforce
stronger zoning and building codes; develop better risk governance; and resource better preparedness.
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These are all issues that will underpin the post-2015 framework on disaster risk reduction set to be
adopted at the World Conference less than 1,000 kms from here in 50 days.
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Ms. Eriko Yamatani, Minister of State for Disaster Management, said the memory and experience of the
1995 earthquake continues to be one of the main drivers of Japan's domestic and international strategy
to reduce disaster risk.
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Speaking at the weekend's memorial service at Hyogo House to commemorate the 20th anniversary of
the earthquake, Ms. Yamatani said: “The Hyogo Framework for Action was established here in Kobe as an
international disaster risk reduction guideline. This coming March the UN World Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction will be held in Sendai as an opportunity to further enhance this framework.”

A 207 FEAe)M CETPEFHE o) F WAl TAANEY slolSerl o FPHYFUG Boler
3¢ Altko] UN AlAAEEZ3] o= o] ZH e B FdAE Aduth”

“As disasters have become more intense and frequent in recent times, the Government of Japan hereby
pledges that it will make every effort to continue the promotion of necessary measures to pass down the
experiences and lessons learned from the (Kobe) earthquake and to protect the lives, the properties and
lifestyles of citizens.”
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The Governor of Hyogo Prefecture Mr Toshizo Ido said ambitions were rightly set high in the wake of
the Kobe disaster. He referred to a “wisdom and strength” that overcame many obstacles: “Our goal was
not just recovery, but a form of creative construction with a focus on the 21st century.”
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“During this process we have created advanced initiatives such as the monitoring system for elderly
people, emotional care and support for voluntary activities, as well as new frameworks based on the
conditions of affected areas, such as the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Reconstruction Foundation, the
System of Support for Reconstructing Livelihoods of Disaster Victims, and the Mutual Aid System for
Housing Reconstruction.”
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The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction Margareta Wahlstrém
attended the official commemorations of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, in Kobe. Afterwards she held
several discussions with Japanese Government officials on preparations for the World Conference in Sendai
from 14-18 March www.wcdrr.org.

UNISDR tH3 Margareta Wahlstrom< 118 2] 3HAl-o42] AR &4 FE=2o FAsidyr dBAHR A7
I 3¢ 14~18% Altho] AAE ] FH Gl dsf 13 E s

Seismic risk as part of a multi-hazard approach will be an important feature at Sendai. The Conference is
set to adopt a new framework that will update the world’'s first comprehensive blueprint to disaster risk
reduction, the Hyogo Framework for Action, adopted at the last World Conference, held in Kobe, Hyogo
Prefecture, in January 2005.

Aol vz HE e st AAAES AtoldA Fad A7 2 Aotk Alrto] 3] efo A Al
A Hzeo] ANAET TFAAZINA, F 109 A Ad oA MATF MAS A AeE Ead 54
S QUCIET AEE zZy o] Afegd o Aot

il

Date: 20 Jan 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Hyogo Liaison Office (UNISDR Hyogo)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



Kobe 'shall never be forgotten' A5 d8d F gls AUtk

The song 'Bring Happiness to the World" has become a rallying call for the city of Kobe. Here children of
Nishinada Elementary School perform it at JICA symposium on 18 Jan together with Mr. Usui who made
this song two weeks after the earthquake.
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By Andy McElroy and Yuki Matsuoka

KOBE, 19 January 2015 — A firm resolve to build a more resilient future in honour of those who lost
their lives in the Kobe earthquake 20 years ago was evident amid the sombre services of remembrance
over the weekend.
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Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress led the tributes at a special memorial service at Hyogo House
to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake attended by relatives of
those killed as well as several dignitaries.
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Nearby at Kobe's park of remembrance a public commemoration drew an estimated 14,000 people. On a
chilly morning, candles were lit and a moment of silence was observed at 5.46am, the time the
earthquake struck 20 years ago.
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At the official memorial, the Governor of Hyogo Prefecture Mr. Toshizo Ido spoke of the responsibility to
meet the increasing challenge of keeping the memory fresh.
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“Now is the time for us to convey our experiences and lessons to future generations and create a
resilient society that minimises the effects of disasters. This is the duty of Hyogo Prefecture and a way to
ensure that the victims did not die in vain,” Governor Ido said.
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“On the other hand, memories of the earthquake are disappearing due to the passage of time and this
has been a grave concern. We also have challenges such as support for the elderly to be self-reliant, and
the revitalization of communities. (However) ‘January 17 shall never be forgotten’. We inscribe this phrase
in our minds anew.”
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Governor Ido estimated that almost 50 per cent of the population were either born or moved to Hyogo
Prefecture after the earthquake and thus have no direct experience of knowledge of the disaster, which
killed 6,434 people and caused more than USD100 million worth of damage.
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One of the most moving parts of the official ceremony was a children’s choir singing ‘Bring Happiness to
the World’, a song written to remember those who lost their lives. It includes the following lines:

We're thankful to be here today And remember the precious lives as we pray

We have rebuilt Kobe to be As beautiful as in our memory
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The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction Margareta Wahlstrom, who
attended the official memorial service, described the challenge of building resilience long after a disaster
as one of memory over forgetfulness.
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“Every time I come here I get a renewed sense of Japan and its people saying to themselves ‘don't forget to
learn, relearn and remember why this disaster happened’,” Ms Wahlstrém said.
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Encouragingly many young people are showing an interest in learning the lessons of the past through
their parents and the older generation. At the official memorial service Ms Mai Yoshioka, a Third Grade
student at Hyogo Prefectural Maiko High School, recounted how she asked her mother to tell her about
the day of the earthquake.
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“She said 'T don't really want to talk about it but I know I must'. I learned that not even 20 years was
long enough to heal her emotional scars. I felt her sorrow and pain as mine,” Ms Yoshioka said.
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"I have had opportunities to listen to those affected by the earthquake, other than my mother. They
recall their pain and sadness by speaking out. I believe that the reason they tell us their stories despite their
pain is that they strongly want us to remember that day and convey the lessons they learned from it.”
“ojmyelel A Aol s ook E v 71¥E HEUN. 152 AR TR} oRA O59 AF
I EFE AFIUFUY 1e0] ATz eolE Bt fEolA oloprlslE olfr= fE7t 1de 71Ysta
aso] M nES A e dva 2eynh”

Four of the most deadly earthquakes of the last 100 years have occurred in the last ten years. The 2010 Haiti
earthquake destroyed Port-au-Prince; the Indian Ocean tsunami affected 14 countries; the 2008 Szechuan earthquake
in China and the 2005 Muzaffarabad earthquake in Pakistan, took over 80,000 lives each. These four earthquakes
alone had a combined death toll of some 500,000, injured many more and disrupted the lives of millions.
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After the Kobe earthquake commemorations, Ms. Wahlstrdm met Her Excellency Eriko Yamatani, Minister of
State for Disaster Management, to discuss the agenda and the arrangements for the Third UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction which will take place in Sendai, Japan, from 14-18 March www.wcdrr.org.
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Seismic risk as part of a multi-hazard approach to disaster risk management will be an important feature
at Sendai. The Conference is set to adopt a new framework that will update the world's first
comprehensive blueprint for disaster risk reduction, the Hyogo Framework for Action, adopted at the last
World Conference, held ten years ago this week in Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture.
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Date: 19 Jan 2015

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Hyogo Liaison Office (UNISDR Hyogo)
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



Fiji businesses make the case for DRR: Forty representatives from Fiji businesses strengthened their disaster
resilience planning at a GETI forum in the country's capital Suva.
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The business case for disaster risk reduction: final report
BAA A7z Al HFHRA

This document reports on the Private sector forum: Making the business case for disaster risk reduction
(DRR), held on 13-14 January 2015 in Suva, Fiji. It identifies the following main outcomes:
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@ Fijian business shared several good practices in disaster risk management;
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@ Critical infrastructure entities in Fiji requested additional practical help from UNISDR to strengthen their
disaster risk management;
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® The Fijian private sector agreed to work towards a ‘one-stop shop’ website for business contingency
planning to reduce disaster risk;
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® The tourism sector requested further UNISDR collaboration as it works to protect its businesses and
the customers they serve;
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® The important role of engineering and the engineering community to strengthen national resilience
was highlighted;
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® The insurance sector offered increased partnership to private business to strengthen their disaster risk
management;
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@ The forum boosted the already healthy state of public-private partnerships to reduce disaster risk in
Fiji;
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The Business Case for Disaster Risk Reduction was emphatically made in Fiji; and
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(® UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute for DRR (GETI) was accepted as a relevant partner in
future efforts to strengthen resilience.
UNISDR’ s GETI= AslHd9 S Z3steie md =99 Hd3 BEH=E wopxn.



ECHO boosts Resilient Cities campaign (Date: 12 Jan 2015)
Source(s): United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)

ALMATY, 12 January 2015 — Two capital cities, Tbilisi and Bishkek, are among eight towns and cities from
Central Asia and the Caucasus, joining UNISDR's Making Cities Resilient Campaign in the new year.
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The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and the European Commission Humanitarian Aid
and Civil Protection department (ECHO) have agreed a new partnership to strengthen the resilience of cities
to disasters in Central Asia and the South Caucasus.
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The region is exposed to a range of natural and technological hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, mud
and debris flows, avalanches, floods, drought and extreme temperatures inflicting serious human and economic
losses. Risks and exposure to risk are exacerbated by the rapid growth of urban population and climate change.
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Over the 30-year period from 1980, 14 million people were affected by 131 major disaster events with
economic losses of $3.8 billion. The destructive earthquake in Spitak, Armenia in 1988 and the extreme
cold spell across Central Asia in 2008, are compelling examples proving the importance of strengthening
the resilience of communities in the region, specifically at the local level.
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Eight cities and towns from across the region are now joining the campaign: Noyemberyan and Berd in Armenia;
Thilisi and Gori in Georgia; Oskemen and Ridder in Kazakhstan; and Bishkek and Kara-Kol in Kyrgyzstan.
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The initiative, under the auspices of ECHO's Disaster Preparedness Programme (DIPECHO), represents a big boost for
UNISDR's ‘Making Cities Resilient — My City is Getting Ready’ campaign which has over 2,400 participants around the world.
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Ms. Madhavi Malalgoda Ariyabandu, UNISDR regional coordinator, said: “These cities and towns are
committing to a ten-point checklist of actions which help them to become resilient to disasters and to
manage their growth in a sustainable way. The campaign helps participants to become better organized
and to identify key priorities for action for risk reduction. They can also benefit from the shared
experience of other participants facing similar challenges. It is a very dynamic and interactive campaign.”
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The programme, titled ‘Strengthened Disaster Risk Reduction in Central Asia and the Caucasus through
greater fostering of the Hyogo Framework for Action priorities’, seeks to strengthen the integration of
disaster risk reduction into national and local policy and development.
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The partnership will support the building of local capacity to assess risks of natural hazards, and update
action plans which are disaster risk inclusive; increase accessibility of international expertise in disaster risk
reduction; foster exchange of experiences and good practices between municipalities and local
governments in the region; and signing up of more cities in the region to the cities campaign.
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UNISDR will coordinate with national disaster management authorities, national platforms for disaster risk
reduction and other relevant government and non-government agencies.
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The partnership will be implemented in Armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan until December 2015.
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The European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) is one of the biggest
donors for humanitarian aid worldwide. With its funding, nearly 20 million victims of natural or man-made
hazards are helped each year in about 70 countries. The aid is distributed through 200 partner
organizations (including the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, specialized UN agencies, and European
NGOs) impartially to those who need it most.
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'Work towards zero casualties’ — Message from Incheon
QY u ABZIE EuZ UstA - AMOZHEY WAZ

Mr Kim Kihyun of Incheon City reflects on the completion of a safe Asian Games last month.
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INCHEON, 5 November 2014 - Forty city officials from China, Japan and Republic of Korea today joined
in a toast “to work towards zero casualties from disasters” as the countdown continues to the Third UN
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, in Sendai, Japan, next March.
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The General Officer of the Disaster Management Division of Incheon, Mr Kim Kihyun, welcomed delegates
to the opening of the Trilateral Local Government Exchange Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction with a
challenge to step up efforts to strengthen urban resilience.
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“We have just managed to organize a successful and safe Asian Games here in Incheon and we are
committed to make greater efforts to make our city even safer as when you forget about disasters that is
the time one comes to you. I urge all of us to work towards zero casualties from disasters,” Mr Kihyun said.
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The Local Government Exchange Conference is organized by the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat (TCS)
and is being held at UNISDR's Global Education and Training Institute (GETI), hosted by the City of
Incheon.
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TCS is an inter-governmental body for China, Japan, and the Republic of Korea. At its 2014 Annual
Conference, TCS described disaster management as a “key area” of progress in regional relations.
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The Secretary-General of the TCS, Ambassador Iwatani Shigeo, said cities from all three countries needed
to "explore cooperation on disaster risk reduction” in this era of climate change.
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“This conference will help cities to continue building their capacity in disaster risk management and it will
act as a useful platform for local governments to share their policies and experience,” Amb. Iwatani said.
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The Trilateral Joint Statement on Disaster Management Cooperation issued by the heads of the respective
government agencies for disaster commits to "enhance the three countries’ cooperation in international
and regional conferences on disaster management held in each country, including the Third UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction”.
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The Head of GETI, Mr Sanjaya Bhatia, said that as climate-influenced disasters become more intense,
frequent and unpredictable it is even more important to protect our cities “which are the engines of
future growth and prosperity”.
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“Local capacity in disaster resilience is set to be a priority in the post-2015 international framework.
Disaster-resilient cities will be the cornerstone of future economic prosperity in North-East Asia and
around the world,” Mr Bhatia said.
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China, Japan and the Republic of Korea are home to 22 percent of the world's population, much of it in
urban areas, and collectively are also responsible for 20 percent of global trade volume.
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UNISDR's 2013 Global Assessment Report — entitled the Business Case for Disaster Risk Reduction—
highlighted the “soft underbelly” of the spectacular development across North-East Asia over recent
decades in that many economic, social and environmental assets exist on hazard-exposed coastlines and
river basins.
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Several cities in North-East Asia are highly exposed to natural hazards. Increasing the disaster risk
management capacity of municipalities has emerged as a major theme of the post-2015 international
framework on disaster risk reduction, due to be adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction, held in Sendai, Japan, in March 2015.

S@obel oy =AEC] AdANA =EH v AWAADA S AdHAF A gF Ast= 20159 34
Alcko] MA A3 ool A Aeld £2E-2015 AlA Asida Zeld e F2 Hutz 7250 gt

City officials from the following are present at the Conference - Japan: Myagi Prefecture, Hyogo
Prefecture, Niigata Prefecture, Shizuoka Prefecture, Ibaraki Prefecture, Tottori Prefecture; and The Japan
Council of Local Authorities for International Relations (CLAIR); China: Qinghai Province, and Sichuan
Province; and Republic of Korea; Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries:
Incheon Metropolitan City; Gyeonggi Province; Gyeongnam Province; Gapyeong County; and the Governors
Association of Korea.
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Date: 5 Nov 2014

Sources: United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - Regional Office for Asia and Pacific (UNISDR AP)
UNISDR Office for Northeast Asia and Global Education and Training Institute for Disaster Risk
Reduction at Incheon (UNISDR ONEA-GETI)



